














JOURNAL 





TO GAS COMPANIES. 


TRE-CLAY Retorts and Fire Goods. 


The Advertiser has brought his Fire-Clay Retorts 
to great perfection, both as to quality and finish. Many 
have stood three and four years. 

Every description of Fire Goods in any quantity al- 
ways on hand. The Fire Clay is the very best in the 
| North of England. Stock never less than 10,000 tons 

| weathering. 
| | Orders promptly executed. 
Apply, G. H. Ramsay, of Derwenthaugb Fire-Brick 
| Works, near NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
| Aug. 22, 1856. 











LIMERICK CORPORATION GAS-WORKS, 


Ts Gas Committee of the above 


Works will appoint, on Monday the 2nd of 
| January, 1860, a competent person to take charge of 
| the Meter and Coke departments. He must be able to 

|| sepaie Meters, take their indications,and have them 

properly attended to, throughout the City. He must 
| | attend regularly to the measurement of the Coke for 
| sale, keep Accounts, and will be required to reside on 
||the Works, the Committee giving a house, coal, and 

as. 

|" Applications with Testimonials, stating terms per 
|| year, age, &c., will be received up to Two o’clock on 
|| the day of appointment, at the Gas Offices, Westwater 
|; IMERICK. 
By order, 


JOHN CLANCHY, Secretary. 
December 9, 1859. 





| 
| 
|] 

| GAS APPARATUS. 


T° be disposed of cheap, the under- 


mentioned Apparatus and Castings, viz :— 
| |2 Dry-Lime Purifiers, complete, with Covers, Sieves, 


8 Lengths of Wydraulic Main, with Stand, Arch, and 
Dip-Pipes ; 

| 30 Circular Retort Mouth-Pieces, and 60 Lids ; 

|| 8 Furnace Doors and Frames; 

A Governor with Cast-Iron Tanks, several Tar Cisterns, 
Hydraulic Cup Valves, and a large quantity of old 
Castings. 

Particulars as to size, price, &c., will be forwarded 
on application to Mr. . CockER, Gas-Works, 

Merthyr Tydvil, GLAMORGANSHIRE. 


ANTED, in a Small Work, a 

WORKING FOREMAN, who understands 

Gas Making, can do repairs in the Works, and lay 

Maios and Services; must be a good Gas-Fitter, and 

can eters. Situation permanent. Wages 2ls. 
Roome on the Works, fire, and light. 

Address A. B., care of H. B., 154, Upper Street, 

ISLINGTON. 








FIRE BRIC 
HE MACHEN COLLIERY 


COMPANY, NEWPORT (MON.). 
Shippers of Fire-Goods of First-class quality manu- 
factured from a remarkably pure seam of Fire-Clay. 
Railway Communication by Broad or Narrow Gauge 
with all parts of the Kingdom, and by Seaboard, 
Coastwise, and Foreign. 








Cc N. 
TO GAS-METER } — AND 
PHER 


nHE Undersigned hereby caution 

Meter Manufacturers and others against in- 
fringing the exclusive right of the Undersigned to the 
use of the Screw Adjustment for regulating the Height 
of the Overflow-Pipes in Wet Gas-Meters, as described 
in the Specification of the Letters Patent granted to 
Crosley and Goldsmith on the 19th of April, 1856; as 
|| well as against infringing any other portions of that or 
|| any other Patent of the said William Crosley; and 
|| NOTICE is further given, that all Infringers of the 
|| said Inventions, or any portions of them, will be pro- 
| ceeded against. CROSLEY & CO., 

103, SourHwaRK BripGE Roap, 
Lonpon, Avg. 29, 1859. 
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COWEN’S PATENT FIRE- CLAY RETORTS. 


JOSEPH COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a PRIZE MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for “‘ Gas 
RETORTS and OTHER OBJECTS in FIRE CLay.” 

J.C.and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdon; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire Clay, are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COAL AND COKE. 

Coal and Coke Office, 
_ Quar & SIDE, NEWCASTLE-ON- TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION, 





OHN RUSSELL AND CO, 


THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 
ALMA WORKS, 

WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 
and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes, 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 

Boilers. 

J. R.and Co, make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in a few days. 

Gun Metal, and all other kinde of Cocks, Stocks, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 

and Warranted. 


0 Mr. BENJAMIN WHITEHOUSE, 
GASHOLDER MAKER, 
WESTBROMWICH, near BIRMINGHAM. 

Sir,—I feel great pleasure in expressing my satisfac- 
tion at the manner in which you discharged your 
duties as CONTRACTOR for the TELESCOPIC GAS- 
HOLDER, 150 feet diameter and 60 feet deep, erected 
at this Company’s Nine Elm Station in 1857. From 
that period to the present I have closely watched its 
working, and have never found the least defect either 
in workmanship or material. 

During the recent heavy gales the Gasholder, 
although containing upwards of 1,000,000 cubic feet of 
Gas, showed no perceptible indications of its influence, 
but worked as freely and easily as usual. 

RICHARD JONES. 
Engineer to the London Gaslight Company. 

Vauxhall, London, Nov. 9, 1859. 











TO GAS COMPANIES. 


HE Advertiser (aged 28), who for 


five years past has successfully managed a Gas- 
Work, is desirous of an engagement as MANAGER of 
a Work making 8,000,000 or 10,000,000 feet per annum. 
Has been brought up in one of the largest provincial 
works, is a practical mechanic, and has had considera- 
ble experience in the erection of works. Well versed 
in the most approved methods of gas manufacture and 
distribution, and competent to carry out all extension 
and improvements of works, laying of mains and ser- 
vices. Hasa practical knowledge of fitting; can prove, 


BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 


LIGHTING. 


CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Willian COCHRAN CARR begs 


most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis now 
prepared to execute thelargest orders with punctuality 
and despatch. Orders for FERE-CLAY RETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the ghortest notice, 

and on the most reasonable terms. 

London Agents: 
JAMES LAWRIE & C©v., 

63, OLp Broap Street, City, LONDON. 


OR SALE, a 6-horse Horizontal 


ENGINE, nearly new, having been used for a 
few months only to work an Exhauster, To be seen at 
the SouTH MeTROPOLITAN Gas-WoRKS. 











CLEGG ON COAL GAS. 
Just Published, price £1. 1ls. 6d., the Third Edition, 
greatly enlarged, with numerous additional Illustra- 
tions, of 


PRACTICAL TREATISE on the) 

MANUFACTURE and DISTRIBUTION of} | 
COAL GAS, its Introduction and Progressive Im- 
provement. By SAMUEL CLEGG, Jun., M. Inst. C. E. 

London: JounN WEALE, HIGH HOLBORN. 


W ALTER MABON, Engineer, 
ARDWICK IRON WorkS, FAIRFIELD STREET 
MANCHESTER, 
Manufacturer-of 

IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. | | 

GASHOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, | | 
solely for the facture of Gasholders, and other 
heavy Wrought-Iron Structures. 

GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. hasan extensive assort- | | 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet || 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 
and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from || 

| 
| 
} 
| 














10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- 
scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude. 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated Iron. | 

IRON HOUSES, Siege, for Dwellings, Manufac-| | 
tories, or Public Build j 

PIPESand VALVES, for Gasand Water, from2 inghes 
to 48 inches bore. 


OR SALE, a Small Direct-Action 
STEAM-ENGINE, in goed condition, 6-inch 
Cylinder, 12-inch stroke. 
For particulars apply to the MANAGER. Worcester 
Gas-Works. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire Bricks, and every 
description of Fire Clay Goods. 


RITERSOSE and CO., Boiler and 


ASHOLDER MAKERS 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 
Beg to draw the attention of Engingere and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Artiéle 














repair, and take indications of “meters; keep 
and collect rental. Can have the highest Testimonials 
for character and ability from present aud former em- 
ployers. 

Address J. C., care of Mr. W. B, Kina, 11, Bolt 
Court, Fleet Street, Lonpon, E.C. 


they re, both in respect of the ironem 

and the perfect. manner in whith it 1s wel ed; in 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of ‘the 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the, experience 
the principal of thelarge Gas Companies of the kingdom. 





Orders promptly executed. 





Have always made their Meters with the Low Spouts; consequently no alteration is 


| 
| LORD REDESDALE’S ACT. 


GAS-METERS. 


required. 


| 
| D HULETT & CO. *. 
55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON. 














———— 


en 
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MEDALS AWARDED TO 


THOMAS GLOVER’S 
PATENT DRY GAS-METERS. 





THOMAS GLOVER, 

PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
SUFFOLK STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, anp 
ALLEN STREET, GOSWELL STREET, E.C. 

Established 1844. 








| LORD KEDESDALE’S “SALE OF GAS BILL.” 


| LONDON, August 15, 1859. 
| Tuomas Grover takes the earliest opportunity of intimating to Gas Companies and his other Customers that, as Lord 
|Redesdale’s ‘‘ Sale of Gas Bill” has determined the unit of measurement, he is now prepared to supply his Patent Dry Gas- 
| Meters guaranteed to meet all the legal requirements of that bill. 
| Tuomas Grover confines his sole attention to the business of Gas-Meter Making. The propriety of his doing so is satis- 
| factorily proved by his success; and, without the practice of any quackery, or any attempt to delude the public by an absurd 
‘exhibition of ‘‘ Old and New Valves,” his Meters are in general use by the Metropolitan Gas and other Companies in this 
‘Country and abroad. For example, one Metropolitan Company have now in use above 12,500 of his Patent Dry Gas- 
‘Meters; some of these Meters have been fixed for Fourteen Years, and are still in working order, without complaint from 
either the Company or the Consumer. 
Tuomas Guover thinks it necessary to put Gas Companies on their guard against parties selling Patent Dry Gas-Meters 
constructed in imitation of his, but unskilfully made on erroneous principles, and with improper and unsuitable materials. 
Tuomas Guiover’s Workshops are now the most extensive in this or any other Country, and he is thereby enabled 
promptly to execute orders to any extent required. Purchasers may at any time inspect his Works and the Materials of which 
his Meters are constructed. He is ready to enter into Contracts with Gas Companies and others to uphold their Stock of his 
Meters for Twenty Years at an annual charge varying from 2} to 5 per cent., and to leave always in the hands of Gas Com-| 
panies Three Years’ charge for upholding, as a guarantee for the fulfilment of the Contract. 








| 








| CROSS L E Y é& C QO. 
ARE PREPARED TO SUPPLY GAS COMPANIES AND OTHERS WITH 
DUPLICATES of Mr. KINGS CUBIC FOOT TRANSFERRER, 
Similar to that Manufactured by them, and verified by 
The ASTRONOMER ROYAL, and Professor MILLER, of Cambridge, 
ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT, 


Which was deposited by C. and Co. in the Office of the 
COMPTROLLER-GENERAL of the EXCHEQUER before the 13th ult., in compliance with the | 


| “ACT FOR REGULATING MEASURES USED IN SALES OF GAS.” 


THEY ALSO SUPPLY 


TEST GZGASHOLDERS, 
| Graduated by the Standard Cubic Foot. 


108, stndindatnsinanateall nineteen BO40, ee 5. EB 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A, A.—The West Hartlepool Iron Company and many other founders apply 
Dr. Angus Smith’s process to cast-iron pipes, for the purpose of protecting 
them from decay. 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1859. 
NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 
Ir is curious that the English public, after so many illustra- 
tions of the very fallible judgment of the self-constituted 
guardians of the commonwealth who style themselves ‘the 
gentlemen of the Press,” should still be so indifferent to the 
working of the measures those guardians alternately praise or 
abuse. One of the most remarkable instances of this indiffer- 
ence would seem to be afforded by the conduct of the rate- 
payers of London with reference to their much-abused govern- 
ing body, the Metropolitan Board of Works, which has of late 
become the object of viturperation to all the journalists who 
follow the lead of the Times. Whilst the Metropolis Local 
Management Bill was under discussion the whole body of these 
writers vied with one another in their admiration of the states- 
manlike views of its author, and in their prophecies of the 
great reforms the measure was likely to produce. We our- 
selves, at the time, protested against some of the principles of 
Sir B. Hall’s Bill, and we called attention to some of its 
defects of detail; but it was in vain, for the clique with which 
Sir B. Hall was then connected having great influence with 
the Press, effectually prevented any dispassionate investigation 
of the measure in the Papers; and Sir B. Hall had taken care 
to render any serious examination in the House of Commons 
impossible, by avoiding the reference of the measure to a 
Select Committee. Under these circumstances, the great 
blunder of the election of the Members of the Board by a 
delegated body—an election in the second degree, in fact—was 
allowed to pass unchallenged ; and the bill which Mr. Thwaites 
himself had indignantly stigmatized as a violation of the con- 
stitutional rights of the inhabitants of London became law. 
It was soon found that, even with all the skill displayed in the 
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ear. Post-Office orders must be made payable at the | 
oney-Order Office, to William H. Bennett, No. 42, | 


' | gineer will nominate a second Surveyor, in order to prevent 





principle in the constitution of the Board of Works, it was still 
so much under the influence of public opinion, and felt itself to 
be so strongly supported by the ratepayers of the metropolis, 
as to be able to resist effectually the attempts of Sir B, Hall 
and his clique to impose upon it a set of incapable officers in 
the first instance; and then to resist the attempt to force the 
Board into the execution of the hasty and ill-judged schemes 
of Messrs. Simpson and Galton. ‘Thereupon the ministerial 
writers discovered that there were defects in the Act they 
themselves had previously regarded as perfection; and very 
lately the Times has particularly raised its voice against the 
jobbery infallibly arising (as it now says) from the system of 
double election; while even Mr. Doulton admits that the great 
error in the constitution of the Board is precisely this one, 
which we have constantly protested against. 


The immediate ground of attack upon the Metropolitan 
Board is; however, a very unfair one, though we must say that 
the officers of that body seem to us to be liable to much blame 
for their conduct in the matter. The Times, following im- 
plicitly the lead of the Observer, accused the Board of a direct 
job, whereby, in consequence of a blunder-made by the Sur- 
veyors who took out the quantities for the first portion of the 
High-Level Sewer, a large sum of money was paid to the Con- 
trector beyond what he was entitled to. Now, neither the 
| Times nor the Observer know much about the usual business 
| arrangements in such cases as the one before us; and ii would, 


| moreover, be difficult to make their writers understand those 





| arrangements when they are so manifestly indisposed to listen 
| to any statement opposed to their own views. But every En- 
_ gineer, Architect, or Builder, knows that it is customary, when 
| works are to be let by contract, to adopt one of three courses 
—viz., either to place the drawings before the parties willing 
to tender, and to leave them to take out their own quantities 
and to make their own calculations; or to furnish the quantities; 
or to allow the parties about to tender to name some person to 
| take out the quantities for all; and, under the last-named cir- 
cumstances, it is frequently the case that the Architect or En- 


any exaggeration of the quantities. The latter course was 
adopted by the Metropolitan Board in letting the tender for the 
portion of the sewer above named, and it may be added it 
is the one most commonly resorted to in London. It seems to 
| us that the error really committed was in nominating a stranger 
| to the office, to fulfil the duty of the second Surveyor. The 
| staff of the Board ought itself to have done the work; and, at 
| any rate, it ought to have given such information as would have 
| rendered any mistake impossible. A mistake there seems to 
_ have been, but there is nothing to show that it was a willful | 
one, nothing to connect the members. of the Board with it in}| 
any shape or form. | 
| At any rate, the discussions which have arisen of late with | 
| respect to the Metropolitan Board of Works prove that the | 
| public begins seriously to question the correctness of the prin- | 
| ciples of the Act constituting that quasi-municipal body, and | 
| still more decidedly to question the capacity of the men who} 
compose it. We repeat, that for years we ourselves have | 
maintained precisely the opinions on these subjects which are | 
now becoming universal; and we again assert that until the! 
members of the board are all annually elected, and directly | 
elected, by the ratepayers, they will be likely to forget the 
precise nature and extent of their responsibilities. The men 
who, unfortunately for England, are now in power, look with 
jealousy upon the creation of anything like a really representa- | 
tive municipal organization of the immense population of Lon- 
don; and the numerous devices for rendering the representa- | 








tive system nugatory, introduced by Sir B. Hall into his great | | 
work, were evidently inspired by this dread of a real participa- || 
tion on the part of the public in the management of its own || 
affairs. Sooner or later, however, the principles we have al- 
ways advocated in these matters must prevail, and the Metro- | 
politan Board would do wisely if it laboured itself to apply | 
them. The recent attacks upon it were manifestly inspired by | 
the disappointed schemers who have been set aside by the par- | 
tial adoption of the representative system which now prevails, | 
and they may very consistently be despised. But the Board is 
really exposed to become the instrument of cliques from the| 
very nature of its composition, and, as such, it must also be-| 
come a field for jobbery at some future period. If the mem- 
bers of the Board were wise, they would at once originate a 
measure for the reform of their organization. | 











Sree 


arrangements for avoiding any true appeal to the electoral 


By the way, we observe that the Metropolitan Board have, | 
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given notice that they intend to apply for powers to repeal 
|clause 107 of their Act. Now this clause is precisely the one 
| which protects the private barriers or gates ; and we therefore 
call the attention of landed proprietors, householders, &c., to 
the contemplated interference with their rights. Another curious 
\story connected with the past history of the Metropolitan 
| Sewerage arrangements is the manner im which the Treasury is 
‘urging the repayment of the £24,000 expended on the survey 
‘of London. Was there no job in the original arrangement ? 
| It was contracted during the rule of certain parties, whose con- 
| duct in office was open to suspicion. 

The Registrar-General has been at “his old lunes again ; ” 
land he has latterly repeated the fallacious analysis. of the 
| waters supplied by the London Water Companies he has been 
| wont to circulate at the expense of the nation. Thus modern 
|jobs progress, An office is created, a staff of clerks is named, 
and then work has to be found or made for them, in order to 
justify the new addition to the Civil Service Estimates. But if 
we leave aside for the present this consideration, it is still too 
bad that, in a document which ought to give (if it mean any- 
thing) the normal qualities of the London waters, the writer 
should coolly avow “ that those samples in which the impurity 
is greatest were taken after a rainfall.”” Now, it would have 
been difficult to have put together a much more inelegant sen- 
tence than the one above quoted ; but the bad grammar is as 
nothing in comparison with the unfairness and un- 
philosophical spirit it displays. It is, indeed, one of the most 
elementary principles of observation in physical science, that 
phenomena affected by unusual circumstances should be left 
out of account when a fair average result was desired to be 
obtained; yet here we find the representative of official science 
actually parading the observations made under avowedly ab- 
normal conditions! How long will the Metropolitan Water 
Companies tolerate the attacks upon their property which are 
implied in these disgraceful returns of the Registrar-General ? 

It seems, if we have read the Reports of the recent 
meetings of the Corporation of London aright, that there may 
shortly exist another reason on the part of the inhabitants of 
the Metropolis for the exercise of an active intervention in 
their own municipal affairs. There have beenrather warm de- 
bates, in fact, upon the subject of the erection of a new dead 
meat market at Smithfield; and, as it is stated to be im- 
possible to obtain such rents for the stalls as would suffice to 
cover the outlay, it is proposed to cover the deficit by a toll 
on meat. Whether designedly or not it isimpossible to say, 
but at present there is nothing to show whether the proposers 
of this toll intend to limit it to the meat sold in the market it- 
self,or whether they contemplate its extension to the whole 
supply of London. If they simply intend the former, it seems 
to us that they will but drive the dead meat trade out of the 
City, because traders would naturally resort to accessible 
country markets exempt from such toll; if-they mean the 
latter, the inhabitants of London would do well to resist even 
this partial advance towards the introduction of an Octroi 
system—that most unjust and aristocratic method of taxing 
the poor for the benefit of the rich, so much in favour with 
the blind imitators of the Continental schools of politicians. 


At Manchester we are happy to observe that the recent agi- 
tation has resulted substantially in the affirmation of the prin- 
ciple that each service undertaken by the Municapality ought 
to bear its own burthens. It has been decided, in fact, that 
“it was not desirable to appropriate any of the gas profits in 
aid of the expenses of the water-works department of Man- 
chester after the year 1861.” The persons who proposed 
this resolution were very modest, for they allowed the present 
state of things to continue for about two years longer ; but, 
after all, the most important part of the discussion has been 
carried by the defenders of the interests of the Gas Consumers, 
and the Water-Works Committee have been fairly warned 
that they must soon adopt measures for defraying their own 
expenses. The members of the Manchester City Council who 
passed the resolution quoted above have rendered good service 
to the true interests of the cause of Local Self-Government 
throughout the country. 


It is curious that, precisely at the period when there would 
be so much reason for examining the laws affecting the depo- 
sition of the alluvions of the Thames (on account of the in- 
fluence they may have upon the outfalls of the great intercept- 
ing sewers), the inhabitants of Chatham should be alarmed at 
the gradual silting up of the embouchure of the Medway. 
Really there would appear to be reasons for believing that some 
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such action is going on, though it is hard to explain how it | 
should do so after the increased passage for the tidal wave af- | 
forded by the demolition of the old Rochester Bridge. The 
whole of this subject of the advance or deposit of alluvial 

matters is a curious and highly important one; and, indeed, at | 
the present day it has assumed an unusual amount of interest | 
from the fact that the asserted shoaling of the Medway is strik- | 
ingly analagous to the state of things said to prevail in the 

tidal portions of the Scheldt, Meuse, Rhine, Elbe, or generally | 
in the rivers pouring their waters into the North Sea. It: 
would be desirable for the official authorities of the various’ 
nations whose commerce is thus exposed to danger to study, 
collectively the laws affeeting the deposition of alluvial matters ; | 
for we ourselves are convinced that the diffusal of correct! 
opinions on this subject would prevent much useless expendi- | 
ture, either upon Dockyard constructions in our own country 
or in equivocal river improvements abroad. That mad scheme 
of the Suez Canal itself never would have been propounded, | 
if the natural laws thus referred to had been familiarly | 
known. 


The inhabitants of Maidstone, in this particular valley of the | 
Medway, seem likely at last to have a chance of obtaining a | 
water supply, for notices of an intended application to Parlia-| | 
ment for the establishment of a Water-Works Company have | 
been given, and the old Company is equally resolved to main- 
tain its position. Margate, however, has taken the lead of the 
capital of the county of Kent, and it has nearly completed its | 
water supply, thanks to the energy and skill of the contractor. | 
Southend is equally busy in this course of municipal improve- | 
ment, and will no doubt soon possess an adequate water supply, || 
thus obviating the great defect at the present day of all the | 
Essex watering-places. 

A rather sad accident, which recently occurred at Norwich, 
may perhaps here be referred to as illustrating the necessity for | 
the closer study of physical science than now is considered | 
requisite for the education of Architects. In the course of 
building the new Fish Market of that town, two vaults gave, 
way and buried some of the workmen, one of whom was killed. | 
On the investigation into the matter before the Coroner, the | 
Architect attributed the fall of the arches to the fact that the | 
rain had washed the mortar out of the joints of the brick-work. || 
Now, reasoning solely upon the declaration of the Architect | 
himself, it appears that a mortar was used in the construction | 
of these brick arches (and these notoriously depend for their | 
stability upon the cohesion of the materials alone), which mortar | | 
remained for a length of time in a state susceptible of the dis- | 
solving action of small streams of rain-water. No doubt it || 
would be found, on strict inquiry, that nearly pure chalk lime 
was used ; and that no precautions were taken to protect it from | 
the filtration of water is evident from the Architect’s own ad- | 
mission. Pure chalk lime, or even the ordinary (so called) | 
stone-lime, ought never to be used in the construction of arches | 
likely to be exposed to the actions these Norwich ones evidently | 
were; and in all similar cases, the best hydraulic limes, or 
better stil], the best hydraulic cements, ought exclusively to be, 
used. 


In our last number we called attention to the fearful ravages | 
of the cholera in North-Western Europe during the last || 
autumn, and we return briefly to the subject, for, from the | 
past history of this unaccountable visitation, there is every | 
probability of its again visiting, in a severer form, next summer | 
the places it has this year attacked, and of its extending its || 
ravages into the neighbouring countries which have this year | 
escaped from them. It was especially in the districts situated | 
upon the embouchures of the Scheldt, Maas, Rhine, and Elbe, | 
that the cholera and the kindred diseases, the typhus and | 
typhoid fevers, have prevailed so fatally; and some notion of || 
the virulence of the attack may be formed from the fact that | 
in the town of Rotterdam alone, upon a total population (in 
1856) of 96,085, there was a mortality from the cholera of not | 
less than 455 cases between the 16th of August and the 16th | 
of November, This is by no means an exceptional case ; for} | 
in the month of November the deaths in the town of Gronin- || 
gen were not fewer than 221 upon a population of 35,673; | 
and in the town of Leeuwarden 35 deaths occurred between the | 
22nd and 28th of November, upon a population of 24,567. At 
Amsterdam the deaths during the month of November were 
considerably in excess of the births (as 836 to 724); and at 
the Hague during the months of October and November there 
were 127 cases of cholera, 78 of which were fatal, upon a 
population of 76,572. Evidently it behoves the guardians of 
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the public health to take their precautions in time; for it 
would be madness to trust to the effect of the present cold 
weather to destroy the fell disease, which every analogy would 
induce us to expect again to visit this part of Europe in the 
'|course of the next summer. It is said, we would also here 
'|observe, that a very bad murrain prevails amongst the cattle of 
Galicia at present. Is there any, and what connexion between 





||man and beast ? 








the epidemics which thus attack, about the same periods, both | 
| we are inclined to think is more intelligent than his eldest 

It may be worth while here to call attention to the great | brother, and he not unfrequently delivers discourses that his 
activity lately exhibited by the proprietors of the coal mines on | parent is proud to quote. 
'|the Continent in the development of that industry, asthe efforts to advocate the interests of gas consumers ; but he now makes 


Le Gaz. This intelligent youth (excuse a father’s fondness) || 
was born in the same city as his eldest brother, on the 10th of | 
February, 1857, and he has continued to breathe the atmo- | 
sphere of Paris. There is a strong resemblance between the 
two brothers, and they might, from their external appearance, 
be mistaken for twins ; but on intimate acquaintance it will be 
found that they differ in many particulars. Le Gaz is of a, 
more sober temperament, and, with deference to our first born, | 





In the outset of life, he professed 


‘of these men to discover a substitute for English coal may | little profession of that kind, and devotes his attention princi- | 


_.of gas property upon the Continent. The Rhiir coal has lately 

‘| been brought to the Amsterdam and Rotterdam markets, and 

''in them it must eventually displace the English coal at the pre- 
sent rates of freight; in the interior of Spain the opening of 
the railways will bring the coal of the Asturias into competition 
with that of England; and in France the coal owners are 

| making strenuous exertions to free their country from its actual 

_ dependence on England for the supply of steam coal. A revo- 
lution of trade of this description, once begun, may lead to 

| strange results. 

‘| Considerable interest has lately been excited in Paris by the 
announcement that Messrs. Deville and Debray had succeeded 
in making an alloy of iridium and platinum for numismatic 
purposes, and that they had obtained bars of pure iridium of 
considerable size. M. Jacobi, who tried some experiments 
upon the alloys, states that their hardness depends upon the 
‘proportion of iridium present, and that, if that metal should 
constitute 20 per 100 of the alloy, the latter would entirely 

| resist the action of nitro-muriatic acid. It would be difficult at 

| present to say what influence these discoveries may exercise upon 
‘the arts of life; but certainly the results obtained from M. 
|| Deville’s previous discoveries in the treatment of aluminium 
|| would justify the hope that similar ones might be obtained in 

‘other fields. Would it not be worth while to try some anala- 

gous experiments on the other rarer metals, such as molybdi- 

num, for instance ? 





OUR CHILDREN. 

'|Ir is a time-honoured and a goodly custom at this season of 
the year for Paterfamilias to gather his offspring around him, 
to introduce them to his friends, and to rejoice and make 
'|merry. He feels proud in presenting Tom, Dick, Harry, 
and Jonathan, as chips of the old block, and enjoys the thought 
that they will preserve the family name, and assist in handing 
down to posterity the hard-earned reputation he has acquired. 
We beg to be permitted to share with Paterfamilias these plea- 
sures of the season, and to introduce to our many friends the 
offspring of the Journat or Gas Licutine, now assembled 
round our table from various parts of the world. 

Our first-born, Le Journal ’ Eclairage au Gaz, saw the light 
in Paris on the 15th of April, 1852, and speaks the French 
tongue like a native. He was somewhat sickly in his youth, 
but after he got strong on his legs he became very vivacious, 
and was apt to be led astray by the force of imagination. The 
speculators of the Paris Bourse not unfrequently took advan- 
tage of this failing, and induced him to puff wild schemes that 
had no substantial foundation. In the exercise of our paren- 
tal duties we have from time to time pointed out his errors, and 
we must do him the justice to say that when the bubbles have 
burst he has been ever ready to admit that he was in fault. 
He is, indeed, a very good boy on the whole, and has done 
||much service in diffusing a knowledge of gas lighting in the 
'|country of his birth. 
| Our second child—alack! no more—the Gas and Water 
| Times, was born in London in the month of July, 1853. He 
|| was never well from the hour of his birth, and it was through- 
out his life a struggle for existence. He indulged a perverted 
|| taste for four-shilling gas, which we endeavoured to correct, 
_|and urgently recommended more fattening nutriment, but it 
'\was in vain. He became fretful and quarelsome, and declined 
'\rapidly, in spite of his parent’s advice and constant offer of 
\|ticher food, till at last, in June, 1858, he died of atrophy, a 
| martyr to a badcause. He left all his worldly possessions to 
\\the Joint Stock Ledger, who followed him to the grave twelve 
| months afterwards. Let us shed a tear to their memories, and 
| 
| 








||introduce our third son— 





|eventually have a serious influence upon both our mining and | pally to the exemplification and improvement of the various | 
| shipping interests, at the same time that it may alter the value | processes connected with the manufacture and distribution of 


gas. The dress and appearance of both youths are eminently | 


French, which peculiarity we trust will be excused, considering 
they had the misfortune to be born in Paris. 


Our fourth offspring, the Journal fiir Gasbeleuchtung (Journal 
of Gas Lighting), came into the world at Munich in July, 1858, 
and continues to reside there. Though so young, he is old in 
experience, and the ability and steadiness with which he has 
conducted himself have secured him an extensive circle of 
friends throughout Germany, in which country we are glad to 
observe that gas lighting is making rapid progress. Though 
it dees not become a parent to be partial, yet, in the out-pour- | 
ing of our confidence at this privileged season, we feel free to | | 








confess a preference for Gasbeleuchtung. He is very methodi- 
cal and well conducted, and possesses much valuable informa- 
tion ; and when he wishes to explain his meaning more fully by | 
illustrations, he executes them with a degree of neatness and | 
care that his brothers would do well to imitate. Though all || 
three children speak in foreign tongues, and have acquired || 
foreign habits, we are happy to say they duly recognize their | 
English parentage, and it is with no small satisfaction we ob- || 
serve they frequently quote our words, and refer to us as a| 
standard authority. The two sons at Paris regularly present | 
themselves at our table once a fortnight to give an account of | 
themselves, like dutiful children; Gasbeleuchtung, being at aj 
greater distance, comes but once a month. We need scarcely {| 
say that we look forward with pleasure to their periodical visits ; 


| 
' 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


_and on the present occasion they are all collected together, side |, 


by side with their youngest brother, whom we have now to in- || 
troduce. || 


The American Gaslight Journal being the youngest, is natu- | 
rally the spoiled child of the family, and takes great liberties, | 
not only with Paterfamilias but with everybody else. He is as || 
yet only an infant, having been born in New York on the Ist || 
of July last; but he is remarkably precocious. Little Jona-| 
than slaps his “‘ guv’nor” on the shoulder, declares him to be) 
a ‘cute old file, that goes ahead like greased lightning; but | 
nevertheless he can put him up to a thing or two worth know- | 
ing. The little chap then turns his quid, squirts his tobacco- | 
juice within a hair’s breadth of our face, and struts about, | 
looking as smart as a thorough-bred Yankee. To say the | 
truth, our youngest son is full of conceit and devoid of mo- | 
desty. He thinks no one is half so knowing as himself, but he| 
is not particular about appropriating the knowledge of others. | 
That he should often take the words out of his parent’s mouth | 
and use them as his own is perhaps excusable, as he may con- | 
sider them to be family property ; but if by chance we adopt | 
any of his sayings without acknowledgment, he is awfully 
riled. In the “States” they seem to like what John Buil)| 
thinks objectionable ; for, to judge by his own account, he is a) 
very great favourite, and he talks of numbering 100,000 friends | 
and supporters. He contrives to collect a greater number of 
advertisements than his father and brothers collectively can do, || 
and in this department of business we must give him the credit 
of being remarkably cute. The true philosophy of life, accord- 
ing to little Jonathan, is concentrated in advertising, and we | 
will give our friends in England the advantage of hearing what 
he says on this subject, hoping they will profit by it, and follow 
the illustrious example of Mr. Albert Potts, the great Phila- 
delphian philosopher :— 

Mr. Albert Potts, of Philadelphia, is a philosopher. He understands not 
only how to invent, but how to profit by his inventions. The first step to- 
wards this is judicious advertising. Our last number contained an extended 
notice of Mr. Potts’s gaslight mail-stations. Mr. Potts estimates that notice 
to have been worth already 20,000 dollars to him; he has accordingly en- 
gaged an entire page of the American Gaslight Journal for two years to 
come to illustrate his last invention, and has paid us liberally for the two 
years’ advertisements in ad We shall try to make this worth 100,000 
dollars to him. It is a pleasure to work for those who appreciate our efforts. 
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| But our advertising pages are full of philosophers. Pity that Diogenes put 
out his lamp so soon; there are many wise men left. 

It is in such-like remarks that young Jonathan shows he 
has a sharp eye to business. He is ready to turn his hand to 
anything to forwardthe main chance—whether it be to puff 
himself or any other philosopher, to sketch portraits, or to 
write verses, so that he goes ahead. He is ever blowing his 
own trumpet with a strong breath, that is somewhat offensive 
to the ears of Britishers. In the last blast we hear that 
“from Maine to Texas the American Gaslight Journal is ex- 
tending the sphere of its influence,” and that, while gas com- 
panies are limited to local districts, his district is the whole 
world. His portraits, we hope, for the sake of the originals, 
|are as unlike as possible ; as to his poetry—let it speak for it- 
| self :— 

“O sextant (sexton) of the meetin-house, wich sweeps 
And dusts, or is supposed too ! and makes fiers, 
And lites the gas, and sometimes leaves a screw loose 
in wich case it smells orful—worse than lam-pile,” &c. 

Though we must candidly confess that some of the pe- 
culiarities in our American child’s conduct are drawbacks on 
his character, yet he has some good stuff in him, and we have 
hopes that he will amend his manners in time. He is yet but 
a bantling. 

Taking them altogether, are they not a promising family ? 
and have we not reason to be proud of our children? The 
Journat or Gas Licurine has given birth to them all, 
and a further progeny is expected. We trust that this in- 
troduction of them will be considered a pardonable vanity at 
this jovial period, when the old year is passing away, and we 
are met together to wish one another amerry Christmas. 


Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tue question of the supply of gas in the metropolis has as- 
sumed a new phase by its transfer from the unwholesome at- 
mosphere of parochial parliaments to the more sober regions 
of the Home Office at Whitehall, and all parties express their 
willingness to be bound by the judgment which that depart- 
ment may pronounce. In previous numbers we have, from 
time to time, given very ample reports of the proceedings of 
the representatives of the district boards and vestries in con- 
nexion with this subject, and the present one contains a com- 
plete and elaborate exposition of the case of the gas companies 
from the lips of one of the most eminent members of the 
parliamentary bar. Both parties having thus had their 
hearing, it is our turn to speak. 





| 
| 











mation of the metropolitan gas companies was a more certain 
means of obtaining for the public a supply of “‘ cheap gas ” 
than the formation of the new competing companies which were 
at that time projected. That number has been for years 
out of print ; and, as that article embodies the views we still en- 


|| tertain, we reproduce it in extenso for the benefit of those who 


have subsequently become readers of our pages :— 


The ery for “cheap gas” in the metropolis is not easily disposed of; and 
our position as independent observers of the temper and spirit of the times 
gives us greater opportunities for judging of the gravity of the question 
than those engaged either in raising the storm, or attempting to resist its 


violence. 


We are not, therefore, without some fears that, unless the movement be 


'\|checked by prudent and comprehensive measures, the result may be a 
|| serious permanent injury to the public, as well as to the owners of metro- 
|| politan gas property. 


The useless expenditure of capital in new competing 
works, destined at no remote period to be united in friendly alliance of 
interest with those establishments they were intended to destroy, has, in 
our opinion, inflicted a far more serious injury on the public at large than 
| is compensated by the benefit they have derived from the anticipation, by 
|a@ few years, of reductions in the price of gas, which most of the old 
| companies were disposed to make as their means allowed. We believe 





‘| that, during the last twenty years, more than a million has been squandered 


| 


‘ 


in this manner, on which the consumer must now pay interest in one shape 
or the other. 
| The pamphlets and prospectuses of both the contending parties are entirely 
deficient of proofs in support of their respective views. “ The Plain State- 
ment of a Director of the City Gas Company ” does not, indeed, attempt to 
say that 6s. per 1000 cubic feet is the lowest price at which they can now 
afford to sell gas; nor do the Consumers’ Company instance any place where 
it has been sold at 4s. to yield a profit. These subjects are, we presume, 
reserved for a parliamentary investigation, at a cost to the consumers of 
gas, and for the benefit of the legal and engineering professions, to the ex- 
| tent of £100,000 and upwards. 
| Some years of observation and reflection on this subject have convinced 
| us that the whole system upon which the lighting of the metropolis is now 
| organized is vicious, and that, if not modified, the evils will go on increas- 
|ing. The works now in existence are competent, by a judicious rearrange- 
|ment of their main pipes, to the distribution of 50 per cent. more gas than 








The readers of the earlier numbers of this Journat will | 
perhaps not have forgotten that in its first number, issued on | 
'| February 10, 1849, we expressed an opinion that the amalga- 





| . . 
|there is at present any demand for; and one quarter of the amount which | 


it is proposed to expend in organizing a new establishment for the City 
alone will provide the means for augmenting by one-half both the produc- 
tion and distribution of gas throughout the entire metropolis; but, while 
there are so many conflicting interests under the present system, we nearly 
despair of seeing any departure from the usual experience of late years. 
The new comers will be glad to make terms with their old rivals, and in a 
few months the public will find themselves worse off than they were before 
they were induced to admit competition into their district. The parishioners 
of St. Pancras parish can give some practical information of this score. 

Our remedy for all these evils is the amalgamation of the existing metro- 
politan gas companies in one “UnirED METROPOLITAN GAs ComMPANy,” 
upon the basis of five years’ purchase of their gross gas rentals for the year 
1848; or, in other words, that for each £1000 of gross rental, the respective 
companies shall receive £5000 stock in the amalgamated one (subject to 
such deductions as may be necessary for the enfranchisement of copyholds 
and leaseholds, and for dilapidations); also stock at par for all their avail- 
able assets in book debts and stock in trade, each company liquidating its 
own engagements. We had at first thought of proposing the market value 
of the shares as the basis of the amalgamation; but this would be evidently 
unjust to some companies, whose shares are from temporary causes quoted 
below their real value. The principle we have adopted may, we believe, be 
applied without prejudice in all cases except that of the Western Gas Com- 
pany, which, not being as yet in operation, has no rental on which to found 
a calculation; we apprehend, however, that an arbitration would not be ob- 
jected to by the shareholders of that company, whose prospects at the pre- 
sent moment are not very flattering. The suburban districts of Brentford 
and Tottenham are too remote and scattered for incorporation in the metro- 
politan combination, and we, therefore, see no advantage in embracing them 
in our scheme. 

The amalgamation must, of course, be submitted to Parliament for its 
sanction. Public opinion will, doubtless, require that in the bill a clause 
be introduced limiting the price of gas to 5s. per 1000 feet of a certain 
specified standard quality ; and we conceive there is no danger in admitting 
this, provided it shall be made compulsory to charge equal rates to both the 
public and private consumers ; we even see no risk in submitting toa 
further slight reduction in the maximum price every five years, till 4s. per 
1000 feet is attained. The dividend should also be limited to 6 per cent. 
on the share capital, and the audited accounts should be laid before the 
Commissioners of Woods and Forests, and be open to the inspection of paro- 
chial authorities. 

The affairs of the amalgamated company should be directed by a board, 
consisting of thirty-seven members, organized as follows:—Twenty-four 
members to be first named by the shareholders of the existing companies. 
To these a liberal sum should be allotted per annum, a portion to be divided 
according to their attendances; the present system of re-election at stated 
periods being followed. 

Six paid directors, with liberal salaries, should be selected by the above- 
named twenty-four, from among the most intelligent Engineers and Secre- 
taries of the existing companies, and all future vacancies should be filled 
up from among those having ten years’ standing in the same body. 

Six Official Directors, with liberal salaries, two being named by the Court 
of Common Council, and four by the Commissioners of Woods and Forests, 
and all removable at their pleasure. No shareholder in the amalgamated 
company, nor any one having been a shareholder in the existing companies 
during the last five years, should be eligible for this office. 

The thirty-six directors to appoint a Chairman. The presence of three 
paid directors and three official directors to be requisite at all mectings of 
the general board, and one of each at all sub-committees or local board 
meetings. The consent of four of the official directors should be obtained 
before any advance can be made in the price of gas, after it has been 
reduced below 5s. per 1000 cubic feet. The general board to be sub- 
divided into six local boards ; the metropolis being also divided into as 
many districts. A paid and official director should be assigned to each dis- 
trict, with a district engineer and secretary, the general operations of 
the whole of the establishments being under the direction of an engineer-in- 
chief. 

One of the smaller stations might be appropiated to the trial of all new 
inventions and improvements in the manufacture of gas, under the inspec- 
tion of an “experimental committee,” composed of paid and official direc- 
tors, the results being reported to the general board, and copies of all such 
reports being given to the inventors. This measure would ensure to the 
scheme of every sanguine protector a fair trial, and its real value would be 
thus impartially ascertained. 

It is our firm belief that by this combination economies may be intro- 
duced in the production and distribution of gas which no other system can 
effect. In the direction, administration, inspection, and collection, an imme- 
diate saving is at once made. Such works as render the neighbourhood in- 
salubrious, or from their locality cause unnecessary expense in the manu- 
facture of gas, may be suppressed and converted into gasholder stations, and 
the production transferred to more appropriate localities. Nearly every 
street having double series of main pipes laid through them need have only 
one charged with gas in the daytime; the leakage on the other line is, there- 
fore, materially reduced; and, calculating this saving only at 5 per cent.-on 
the total quantity of gas made (which is a very moderate calculation), it 
would represent a money value of about £30,000 per annum. 

The experiment has been partially tried at Liverpool, and neither share- 
holders nor consumers have had cause to be dissatisfied with the result. The 
proprietors have regularly received 10 per cent. interest on their capital, and 
their shares have uniformly borne a premium. The public have been sup- 
plied with good gas at 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, and, had the company been 
limited to a 6 per cent. dividend, a further reduction would in all probability 
soon take place. 

We have not the vanity to suppose that our project is perfect, but we 
fearlessly maintain that, by a compromise on the base we present, the inte- 
rests of the shareholders will be amply protected; and, whilst they will be 
secure from further loss, they may safely hold a property subject to as little 
fluctuation as the public funds, and yielding as good interest as can be ex- 
pected from investments of this nature; on the other hand, by the introduc- 
tion of such popular elements as we propose, in the official directors, the 
public and the consumers will be protected from the abuse of large powers 
entrusted to a powerful body, responsible to shareholders alone. We, in 
fact, combine all the advantages of the Manchester system without any of 
its risks. The initiation must come from the companies themselves; we 
trust they will take our suggestions into their serious and immediate con- 
sideration, and shall be gratified to hear that the project is entertained. 


At that period a fierce warfare was carried on between the 
British, Poplar, and Commercial GasCompanies; the Chartered, 
Imperial, Equitable, London, and Western Companies; and 
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the Pheenix, South Metropolitan, Deptford and London Com- 
panies. The British, Poplar, and Deptford Companies have 
since been swallowed up by their rivals, and the other eight 
companies have divided the competed districts between them- 
selves and a new company established since 1849. This 
division has been effected without the authority of Parliament, 
so far as the Chartered, Imperial, Equitable, London, Pheenix, 
South Metropolitan and Western Companies are concerned ; 
and of these the Imperial is the only one which is under the 
régime of the Gas-Works Clauses Act of 1847. Indeed, one 
of them is without any parliamentary powers whatever, but 
carries on its operations under licences from the district 
authorities. As yet, no grievance has been proved to have 
arisen from these arrangements. The dividend paid by no 
company has exceeded 9 per cent.; one has been as low as 3 
per cent., and the average is only 7 per cent.; but the public 
say that where parliamentary powers are given they must be 
exercised as a whole ; that may light must be construed to read 
as shall light ; and that it is a fraud upon Parliament to withdraw 
from lighting any portion of a district except with the sanction of 
Parliament. The Home Secretary appears to take this view of the 
case; and we find, by examining the Acts of the Metropolitan 
Gas Companies passed up to 1829, the principle was adopted of 
withdrawing the powers of the original company over a certain 
district when a new company was established. The Acts 
granted to new companies after this date are to those only who 
had already established themselves by license of the local 
authorities, and had for years actually competed with the 
original companies. If this view of the question be the 
correct one, the Chartered, Imperial, London, Phoenix, and 
South Metropolitan Companies have laid themselves open 
to the charge of having failed to fulfil their parliamentary 
obligations by withdrawing from districts which they had 
occupied in virtue of their powers. Parliament legalized the 
sale of the British and Poplar Gas-works to the Commercial 
Company, and of the Deptford to the Surrey Consumers’, and 
it assigned a district to the latter which it still wholly supplies 
with gas; but the powers granted to the Pheenix and South 
Metropolitan Companies to supply the same district have never 
been repealed, but remain in full force as a parliamentary 
obligation, and any agreements to the contrary are assumed to 
be wiltra vires, and consequently null and void. 





We by no means admit that this is the correct view of the 
case, but the remarks of the Home Secretary induce us strongly 
to believe that he views it in this light; and if so, what is the 
next step to be taken? Will the Court of Queen’s Bench in- 
terfere and compel these companies to supply the whole of the 
districts comprised within the limits of their respective Acts? 
It has the power so to do, if it can be shown that the agree- 
ments come to are frauds upon Parliament. But would the 
public gain anything by such a course? Four out of the five 
companies have no limitation in their prices for gas, or in the 
dividends they can declare, and the other can at once charge 
6s. per 1000 feet; so that if each party chooses to stand on 
its legal rights, the public must ultimately be the only sufferers. 
But who can foresee what might arise in such a contest? 
Monopolies of all kinds ‘are unpopular with Englishmen, and it 
is not yet beyond the range of possibilities that new com- 
panies may not be established. We have had at Cork an ex- 
ample of what a popular movement may effect, and the public 
in London has only to be similarly excited to be equally 
triumphant, barren though the triumph may be to the victors, 
and disastrous to the vanquished. A war of select committees 
is equally to be deprecated ; and there seems to us to be really 
no alternative, but either to leave things as they are, with some 
delusive administrative reforms, or to amalgamate the thirteen 
metropolitan companies on such a basis as shall protect the 
interests of the shareholders, while those of the public receive 
such protection as they can reasonably claim. This was our 
opinion in 1849, and it is so still. 
palatable to some of the older companies, and in this respect 
we give a proof that our editorial opinions are not influenced by 
the considerations which some have imputed to us. We de- 
fended the gas companies while they were unheard, as the 
ordinary channels of the press were closed to them; but now 
that their case has been solemnly stated, we only exercise our 
privilege as members of a free press when we declare our 
opinion on the question at issue, and tell the associated gas 
companies that the settlement they propose is a compromise 
which leaves all the substantial questions in dispute as un- 
settled as ever. The metropolis must be supplied with gas 








We are aware this is un- | 
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at the lowest rate which will leave a reasonable profit upon the 
capital invested in the works; and if Mr. Hughes, or any one 
else, can show that by an amalgamation such as we suggest a 
supply might be had at 4s. per 1000 feet, with a profit of 10 
per cent. on the existing ordinary share capital of the gas com- 
panies, it is not impossible that this maximum would be 
forced upon such of them as have abused their powers by 
withdrawing from districts which Parliament authorized them 
to supply with gas. 

These observations are not penned in any unfriendly spirit 
to the companies interested, but with the sincerest desire to 
induce them to take the course which alone can, in our 
opinion, give stability to their property, and render its market 
value equal to the stock of provincial companies established 
with parliamentary powers. Circumstances have, to some ex- 
tent, changed since 1849, and the conditions we then suggested 
for an amalgamation must be revised. The dividends last paid, 
or the profits of the current year, will probably be a more 
satisfactory basis than the gas rentals of each company, and 
any increase in the amount beyond the present average divi- 
dend of 7 per cent. might be made dependent upon a scale of 
charges for gas descending in an inverse ratio to the increase 
in the dividend, until the latter reached 10 per cent., after which 
future reductions would be regulated by the Gas- Works Clauses 
Act. The Metropolitan Board of Works might nominate the 
official directors, and the Board of Trade one or more chemical 
referees to test the quality of the gas, which quality may be 
fixed at 12 sperm candles for the 5-feet common gas-burner 
and 3-feet cannel gas-burner, unless prevented by frost, unusual 
deficiency of coals, or other unavoidable cause or accident, or 
during necessary repairs caused by such accident. Provision 
should also be made for pensions to officers or servants whose 
services may not be required, and the districts should be so 
rearranged as to secure the utmost economy in the distribution 
of gas. These and numerous other administrative details, 
could easily be agreed upon if once the principle of amalgama- 
tion be accepted. It has worked most successfully in Liver- 
pool, Bristol, Sheffield, and elsewhere in this country ; and has 
been adopted in Paris, where the six companies which supplied 
that city with gas—not in competition with each other, but each 
having separate districts and employing a joint capital of 
£2,200,000—amalgamated in 1855, principally with a view to 
economy in the administrative expenditure. The introduction 
of three members nominated by the Town Council of Sheffield 
into the direction of the gas company, has put an end to all 
discussions relative to the supply of gas in that borough, and 
the public now willingly pay a third more for their gas 
than they grumbled at paying in 1854, under the conviction 
that the viligance of the nominee directors is a guarantee for 
the proper management of the company’s affairs. The 
Sheffield public are deeply indebted to the honourable member 
for Newcastle-under-Lyne for the part he took in settling 
their differences in 1854; and if Sir William Hayter and Sir 
John Shelley would take the question of the metropolitan gas 
supply up in the same spirit, we feel assured they would arrive 
at an equally satisfactory solution of the present differences. 

Our provincial readers must pardon us for devoting so large 
a portion of our recent issues to this question; but, as the 
capital at stake exceeds the large sum of £4,000,000, and as 
the legislation which may ensue will exercise a material in- 
fluence over this description of property for years to come, 
they are not entirely disinterested in the issue, 

The Secretary of the Crystal Palace District Gas Company, 
has requested us to correct a misrepresentation made by 
Mr. Hughes at a recent public meeting, to the effect that the 
charge made by this company for certain public lamps in that 
district is £5. 5s. per lamp for a season of 3275 hours—a 
charge which he characterized as ‘‘ monstrous ”—whereas the 
contract price is, in fact, only £4. 2s. per lamp for 3366 hours, 


each burner consuming 5 cubic feet of gas per hour, none of || 


the lamps being less than 100 yards apart, and many of them 
150 yards. 

The models of the standard 62°321 Ibs. weight, cubic foot 
bottle, and cubic foot transferrer, which the Treasury is required 
by the 3rd section of the Sale of Gas Act to send to the Lord 
Mayors of London and Dublin and the Lord Provost of Edin- 
burgh, have been ordered of Messrs. Oertling, Ladd and Co., 
and Crosley and Co., and are now being prepared. 
the Government considers that its obligations are complied 
with when these models are deposited, and that no further 


‘steps are required on its part towards putting the Act into 
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We believe} | 
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operation. The office of the Comptroller-General of the Ex- 
chequer is open to the public for comparing models with the 
standards, but we believe no official stamps will be placed upon 
any instruments except upon such duplicates as are tested 
and found to be correct. The extremely small range of 
error tolerated by the Act in gas-meters is already producing 
considerable inconvenience where non-compensating meters are 
employed, as we foretold would be the case when the Act was 
under discussion. The only remedy—and it is but a partial one 
—is to adjust all meters to 2 per cent. fast, so as to render the 
whole 5 per cent. range available. 








Correspondence. 


PSEUDO-INVENTIONS. 

Srr,—As all matters relating to the Manchester Gas- Works are, 
at the present time, specially interesting to your readers, I shall 
make no apology for calling attention to a circumstance which 
illustrates in a most striking manner the incompetency of corpora- 
tion committees for the direction of gas-works. I have observed 
in the list of patents for the present year one granted “ for the 
purification of gas” to Mr. John Leigh, the consulting chemist to 
the Manchester Gas-Works; and, upon examining the specification, 
I find that it is for washing gas in the common scrubber with the 
gas or ammonia water. Well, this process has been familiar to mana- 
gers of gas-works, and has been in use in many works for upwards 
of twenty years; so that we have the consulting chemist of the Man- 
chester Gas- Works making a solemn declaration that to the best of 
his belief his invention is new, and that he is the jirst and true 
inventor thereof! Who could have imagined that this gentleman 
would have displayed such ignorance as this? But is it indeed 
ignorance? If it be not, it is a most audacious presumption upon 
the ignorance of his employers. No other committee of manage- 
ment or board of gas directors I have ever known could be so im- 
posed upon. It appears there is not one member of the Manchester 
Corporation with sufficient intelligence and honesty to detect and 
expose such a proceeding as this. A patent is taken with the view 
of profiting by it. Is this pseudo-inventor attempting to turn this 
patent to account? Has he persuaded his employers that he has 
really made an invention? and does he ask a royalty for its use? 
It is incredible that such a thing could have occurred in connexion 
with any manufacturing establishment under the direction of 
competent men watching over concerns in which their own interests 
were involved. The patent to which I refer is dated Feb. 28, 
1859. I am informed there is another by the same inventor, a 
little later in the year, which I shall obtain, and, with your kind 
ese I will give you an opinion as to its novelty and value 
for publication in your next number. eh A 
Landen, Dee. 8) 1859. OBSERVER. 


> . ‘ 
Hegtsier of New Patents. 
1400.—A.trrep Vincent Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, London, me- 
chanical draughtsman, for “‘ Improvements in gas-meters.”” A commu- 

nication. Patent dated June 8, 1859. 

To insure comparative accuracy of admeasurement it is proposed to 
render the effect of a change of level in the water-line, caused by evapora- 
tion or otherwise, inappreciable, by forming the drum so that the measur- 
ing-chambers, instead of extending from the periphery of the drum to the 
axle, or near it, as heretofore, shall terminate so far short of the axle as to 
form a chamber in the centre of the drum, into which chamber curved 
plates or lips project for the purpose of sealing long narrow passages 
through which the water enters the measuring-chambers in succession, 
in order to expel the gas therefrom. The measuring-wheel is divided 
into four measuring-chambers by cross partitions, and is made with a cy- 
lindrical periphery without openings, and is enclosed by side-plates set a 
little on the incline, their raised edges overlapping respectively the plates 
forming the sides of the chamber adjacent thereto. By the inclination of 
these plates the entrance and exit passages for the gas are formed at the 
opposite sides of the wheel, as is well understood. In the centre of the 
wheel is a circular chamber, the periphery of which forms the bottom of 
the measuring-chambers, 

For the purpose of admitting water to the several chambers in succes- 
sion, to displace the measured gas, and afterwards to discharge the water 
to admit of a further supply of gas thereto, the inlet and outlet passages 
are not relied upon, but an independent entrance and exit passage for the 
water is provided in the bottom of the chamber, by the formation of a long 
narrow opening in the metal, which forms the periphery of the central 
chamber of the wheel; the said opening extending diagonally from one 
corner to the opposite corner of the chamber. The highest water-level is 
so adjusted that the water will never rise to the crown of the ventral 
chamber, but will be considerably below it. 

In order to seal these diagonal passages with water they are generally 
surrounded by lips, which form broad tubular channels of sufficient depth 
to dip in the water, even when their respective chambers arrive at their 











highest position ; and to insure the smooth working of the wheel in the | 
water the tubular channels are made like the segments of the thread of a | 
| baryta (prepared as hereinafter described) until the sulphate of soda is de- 


hollow screw, 
From this description it will be understood that the capacity of the 


measuring-chamber proper is in no respect affected by the height of the | 


water-line in the case, but that the excess of measuring capacity due to a 
low water-line will be limited to the portion of the tubular channel unduly 
deprived of water, and which will amount to an inconsiderable quantity. 








The drawings exhibit a slightly modified form of measuring-wheel, in 
which, instead of making the passages for the entrance and exit of the 
water to and from the measuring-chambers extend diagonally from one 
corner to the other, it is made parallel to the sides, or nearly so; and the 
lips for sealing the chambers, instead of being parallel to each other, are 
caused to diverge, and are secured to the open collars carried by the wheel- 
spindle. The cross partitions, which divide the wheel into chambers, in 
this instance extend within the central chamber, and thus divide the en- 
closed space within the central chamber into water-ways, corresponding in 
number to the measuring-chambers. The water entering the chambers to 
expel the gas has first to pass through the open collars, and then up the 
passages formed by the diverging lips. The action of this wheel being 
precisely similar to that just described, no further explanation is required. 

In order to ensure in wet meters not provided with this improved wheel 
as little deviation as possible in the water-level, the arrangement of a ball- 
cock is proposed to be adopted. This ball-cock is mounted in a reservoir 
attached to the outer case of the meter, which reservoir is divided into two 
chambers or compartments. A pipe from the upper chamber leads to the 
lower, and this pipe is commanded by a cock worked by a ball and float. 
The lower chamber is connected with the water-space of the meter by one 
opening and with the gas-space by another, the latter being to equalize, 
by the admission of gas to the reservoir, the pressure of the water in the 
reservoir and in the meter; and the former to equalize the level of the 
water. When the water-level becomes depressed in the meter the ball 
will fall, open the cock, and thereby admit water from the upper chamber 
to the lower. 

The claims are for— 

1, Constructing the measuring-wheels or drums of wet meters as de- 
scribed. 

2. The application of the ball-cock to wet meters as described. 


1406,—Tuomas GREENSHIELDS, of 11, Little Tichfield Street, London, 
for “ Improvements in purifying gas and obtaining ammoniacal and other 

salts.” Patent dated June 10, 1859. 

When the gas obtained from coal leaves the retort, a portion of the 
impurities which it contains will be removed by passing it through con- 
densers. When the gas leaves the condensers it has usually been found 
to contain, as impurities, ammonia in combination with other elements, 
sulphur in combination with hydrogen, sulphur in combination with 
carbon, and also carbonic acid. One part of this invention has for its 
object an improved mode of separating and removing from the gas the 
ammonia, sulphur, and carbonic acid, whether combined or uncombined 
with other elements. 

The most efficient practical mode of effecting this object has been 
found to be to pass the gas through scrubbers supplied with a solution or 
solutions containing elements that would decompose or separate the im- 
purities from their combinations, and combine with the ammonia, sulphur, 
and carbonic acid, and form new combinations with one or more of the 
elements in the solution or solutions, and when combined that would be 
soluble, and remain in'the solution, and not be volatile or become what 
is termed fixed. By using scrubbers tke purification would be effected 
with the least amount of pressure, and it would be continued by means of 
a regular and sufficient supply of the purifiying solution or solutions. 

Another part of the invention has for its object an improved mode of 
preparing the solution or solutions, which, as well as being efficient for 
the purpose of removing the impurities before referred to, should be used 
in a manner so as to obtain the new combinations in a form best adapted 
for being manufactured in the most economical and profitable manner 
into muriate of ammonia (sal ammonia), carbonate or caustic soda, and 
other products. The solutions that have been found to answer best are 
prepared in the following manner :—Muriatic acid and sulphate of soda 
are prepared by decomposing common salt (chloride or sodium) with sul- 
phuric acid—a process well understood. With the muriatic acid so pre- 
pared, sulphuret of barium, prepared as hereinafter described, is de- 
composed until a neutral solution of chloride of barium is obtained of the 
specific gravity of not less than 1:260. This solution, when run off from 
the precipitated sulphur, is to be called the purifying solution No, 1. 
The decomposition is to be made in a close vessel lined with lead, con- 
taining the sulphuret of barium solution. Upon adding the muriatic 
acid sulphur will precipitate and chloride of barium remain in solution, 
while sulphuretted hydrogen will be given off, which is to be conveyed by 
a pipe and condensed in a suitable vessel containing caustic soda. By 
this means all nuisance will be prevented. 

The chloride of barium is to be placed in a suitable vessel lined with 
lead, and decomposed with the ammoniacal liquor obtained from the con- 
densers, either by adding the liquor to the chloride of barium solution, or, 
as giving a pure product, distilling the ammoniacal liquor—an operation 
well understood—and condensing in the chloride of barium solution, con- 
tinuing the operation until the latter is decomposed, which can be ascer- 
tained by the usual tests. When the operation has been completed car- 
bonate of barytes will precipitate, and chloride of ammonia remain in 
solution, to be run from off the precipitate, evaporated to a salt, cry- 
stalized, or sublimed, to obtain muriate of ammonia (sal-ammoniac). The 
precipitated carbonate of barytes, when deprived of all muriate of am- 
monia by washing with water, is to be added to a sulphate of soda solu- 
tion (prepared by dissolving in water, in a suitable vessel or pan, the sul- 
phate of soda, prepared as before described, in the proportion of 42 parts 
of dry sulphate of soda to 100 parts of water) in the proportion of 100 
parts of the precipitated carbonate of barytes to 72 parts of dry sulphate 
of soda contained in the solution, to be well mixed and boiled about two 
hours (occasionally weil stirring), when the sulphate of soda will be 
nearly decomposed (ascertained by the usual tests), and converted into 
carbonate of soda in solution, and sulphate and undecomposed carbonate of 
barytes precipitated. If nearly decomposed, it is preferred to complete 
the decomposition of the sulphate of soda by adding anhydrous caustic 


composed, which is ascertained by adding chloride of barium solution to a 
small portion. If no precipitate forms, the decomposition is complete. 
In this part of the process sulphate of barytes will precipitate, and caustic 
soda remain in solution. The solution, which is then carbonate and 
caustic soda, is to be run from off the precipitate, and treated in the usual 












































as is well understood. Or the solution containing the carbonate and 
caustic soda may be made caustic by well-known means; and when made 
of the specific gravity of 1:125 will be the purifying solution No. 2, for 
removing sulphur from the gas. Or the caustic soda to form No. 2 may 
be made by adding to a sulphate of soda solution made with water at 90°. 
Fahr. and sulphate of soda, in the proportion of 50 parts of dry sulphate 
of soda to 100 parts of water, the solution to be kept at 90° Fahr., and 
anhydrous caustic baryta (prepared as hereinafter described) added until 
the sulphate of soda is decomposed. In this part of the process sul- 
phate of barytes will precipitate and caustic soda remain in solution, to 
be run off from the precipitate and made of the specific gravity before 
described. 

The precipitated carbonate of barytes, when deprived of all muriate of 
ammonia by washing with water, may be used, as before described, for 
making carbonate of soda; but in order to make caustic soda, the preci- 
pitated carbonate of barytes is to be made of anhydrous caustic barytes by 
mixing it with about one-third of its weight of coal or slack, in fine 
|| powder; when well and intimately mixed it is to be placed in a suitable 
|| retort or furnace, and the mass made and kept at a bright red heat for 
||rather more than an hour; then drawn out, and, if not immediately used, 

kept in an air-tight vessel, forming the anhydrous caustic barytes before 
| me agg to, for decomposing sulphate of soda, to make the purifying solution 
| No, 2. 
| A portion of the caustic barytes is to be drawn from the retort or fur- 
|nace and dissolved in boiling water, and immediately filtered and kept in 
|, an air-tight vessel. When cold the precipitated or crystalized barytes, 
|| formed on cooling, is to be dissolved with} water at 60° Fahr., to make 
|| the whole into a saturated, and which is the purifying solution to be called 
| No. 3., and to be used for depriving gas of carbonic acid. 

‘| The precitated sulphate of barytes obtained by decomposing the sul- 
| ' phate of soda, is to have about one-third of its weight of fine coal or slack, 
in fine powder, added and well mixed, and then placed in an iron or other 
|| suitable retort, and the mass made and kept at a red heat for rather more 
|| than one hour, and then drawn into hot watcr and filtered ; forming the 
| sulphuret of barium ‘solution referred to, for making the chloride of 
| barium solution, and obtaining precipitated sulphur before described. 

| Should the precipitated sulphate of barytes also contain carbonate of 
| barytes, the carbonate may be separated by dilute muriatic acid of the 
| specific gravity of 1°061 by adding it cautiously until effervescence 
‘ceases, The solution will then be chloride of barium (to be made neutral 
|if necessary), and sulphate of barytes will remain unaltered asa pre- 
| cipitate. 
| Mor the purpose of effecting the purification, the number and size of the 
| scrubbers and the quantity of the solution to be used will depend on the 
| quantity and quality of the gas to be purified; but the known quantity of 
| the gas made, the amount of impurity ordinarily existing in gas obtained 
|| from a given quantity and quality of coal, will furnish the means for esti- 
|| mating the size and the number of the scrubbers and the quantity of solu- 
|| tion that will contain the equivalents to combine with the estimated im- 
| purities; but the impurities being variable in quantity, it would be 
advisable to have an extra scrubber for each solution, so as to insure per- 
fect purification should an unusual quantity of either impurity have to be 
removed. The number of scrubbers and perfect purification will also de- 
pend upon the gas in its rapid passage (in some instances under twenty- 
| seven seconds in each scrubber) being brought in contact with the purify- 
ing solution in the scrubbers, In the first place, it is desirable to remove 
from the gas the ammonia and carbonic acid, and the scrubbers used for 
this purpose (the ordinary iron scrubbers) should be lined or cased on the 
inside with tiles of about one inch in thickness, and made of brown stone- 
ware set in Portland cement; the seal-pipe, exit-pipe, and spreader should 
also be made of the same materials. It is necessary to line the scrubbers, 
to prevent the muriate of ammonia being discoloured with muriate of iron. 

or the purpose of removing the ammonia and carbonic acid, solution 














quired to remove the estimated quantity of carbonic acid. Upon passing 
the solution No. 1—chloride of barium—through the scrubber, the ammonia 
will combine with the chlorine, and the carbonic acid liberated will com- 
bine with the barium liberated, and form two new compounds, chloride 


with the free carbonic acid, and form carbonate of barytes ; and the whole 
of the new combinations will run out of the scrubber by the exit-pipe, and 
upon being allowed to stand the carbonate of barytes will precipitate, and 
the chloride of ammonia remain in solution. The solution being run off, 
the precipitate is again passed through the scrubber until the whole, or 
nearly the whole, of the solution is decomposed, or will not deprive the 
gas of ammonia and carbonic acid (ascertained by the usual tests); or 
when nearly decomposed, it may be completed by adding the required 
quantity of ammoniacal liquor from the condensers; or, should it have 
ammonia in slight excess, by adding chloride of barium solution. Upon 
allowing the solution to stand after passing through the scrubber, or the 
addition of ammoniacal liquor, the carbonate of barytes will precipitate, 
i!and the clear solution, to be called chloride of ammonia, is to be treated 
as before described for making muriate of ammonia (sal ammoniac), and 
the precipitated carbonate of barytes treated as before described for making 
|| carbonate or caustic soda, or the solution No. 3. 

|| When a large quantity ef gas has to be purified, two or more scrubbers 
ishould be used. Asstming that two scrubbers are used, numbered 1 and 
| 2, the foul gas is first passed through No.1, and then through No, 2 when 
the solution in No. 1 will not deprive the gas of ammonia and carbonic 
acid. The solution in No. 2 is then to be used in No. 1, and No, 2 sup- 
plied with fresh solution, and the gas to be passed through the requisite 
number of scrubbers until perfectly purified from ammonia and carbonic 
acid, 

When the whole of the ammonia and carbonic acid has beer removed 
the gas is to be passed through scrubbers supplied with the purifying so- 
lution No, 2 (caustic soda), to remove the sulphur in combination with 
hydrogen, or the sulphur in combination with carbon, and the solution 
used until it will no longer deprive the gas of sulphur. Assuming that 
two scrubbers are in use, numbered 3 and 4, the solution would only be 








No 1 is mixed with solution No. 3, the latter to be in the proportion re- | 


of ammonia and carbonate of barytes. The solution No. 3 will combine | 
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manner for manufacturing carbonate of soda, either as a salt, or erystalized’ | once run through No. 3 (being the first scrubber to receive the gas after 
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the ammonia, &c., has been removed), and the solution, after passing 
through No. 4, is to be used in No. 3, and fresh solution used in No. 4; 
but the gas would require to be passed through the requisite number of 
scrubbers until deprived of all sulphur. 

When the solution has passed through the scrubbers, as described, it is 
to be evaporated to a salt, and placed in a furnace with about one-third of 
its weight of sawdust, and kept at a dull red heat for about two hours, 
and then removed and dissolved when cold, and may be made caustic, 
and of the required specific gravity to be the purifying solution No. 2. 
When the gas has been deprived of ammonia, sulphur, and carbonic acid, 
by the means hereinbefore described, it is to be conveyed to the gas- 
holder for use. 

The patentee does not claim as new, or as his invention, the exclusive 
use of the decomposition of salt by sulphuric acid to obtain muriatic acid 


and sulphate of soda, or scrubbers, or evaporating pans, or the decompo- | 


sition, evaporization, and recovery of substances, or the several processes 


referred to, except so far as the same may be applied in and for the pur- | 


poses of his invention ; but he claims the purification uf gas by the re- 
moval of the impurities, and obtaining the several products as herein- 
before described. 


1409.—AtBert Frepericx Haas, of Camomile Street, in the City of 


London, merchant, for “ Jmprovements in lamps and gas shades or 
glasses.” Provisional protection only obtained. Dated June 10, 1859. 
These improvements consist in making such articles of beads, more or 
less transparent or opaque, and of the same or various colours, according 
to any suitable device, pattern or ornament. It is preferred to use a 
metal ring or foundation, from which the threads or wires radiate or 
traverse in any suitable direction, and on which the beads are threaded 
close or more or less open, and of a suitable shape for the shade or glass 


required. Small shells are also worked in the same manner and for a' | 


like purpose. 


Further improvements in such shales or glasses consist in making | 


them of glass, having two or more different colours; or it may be of 
different degrees of transparency in its thickness, the one colour or shade 
being cut through, and removed to form suitable ornamental devices or 
patterns. 

A further modification consists in applying different coloured glass 
pieces or ornaments of different degrees of transparency, or a plain or 
coloured shade of glass in its manufacture. Such ornamentation may be 
cemented on the glass or shade forming the ground-work. 


1410.—Francis Puts, chemist, of Roxburgh Terrace, Haverstock Till, 


London, for “ Improvements in the treatment of hydro-carbons.” Patent | 


dated June 10, 1859. 
This invention has reference to the heavy oils and fatty matters obtain- 
able by the distillation of gas pitch, gas tar, coal, coal tar, asphalte, bitu- 
minous and resinous matters, and other such substances, which give by 


distillation hydro-carbons not containing oxygen, or not containing it in | 








sufficient quantity to enable them to combine with alkaline leys, so as to | 


form soap or be saponified. 

For the purpose of rendering these distilled hydro-carbons capable of 
saponification or combination with alkaline leys, they are oxydized by 
means of a mineral acid or some other chemical agent ; and, when they 
have been so oxydized, they are mixed with oil or fatty matters and alka- 
line leys, so as to form a saponified material, to be used for lubricating or 
for any other purpose for which it may be applicable. 


The claim is for the manufacture of a saponified hydro-carbon by first || 


oxydyzing it, and then combining it with alkaline leys, so as to form a 
lubricating material. 


PROVISIONAL PROTECTION 
HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED INVENTIONS, 
2655.—Tuomas Lester, of Sheepbridge Iron- Works, Chesterfield, in the 


co. of Derby, engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in the construction of sanitary 
privies and water-closets, part of which improvements is applicable as a | 


tap for drawing off liquids.” Nov. 23, 1859. 

2661.—James Fyre, of Greenock, in the co. of Renfrew, N.B., brass- 
founder, for “‘ Improvements in apparatus for regulating and adjusting the 
flow and pressure of liquids.” Nov. 24, 1859. 

2669.—James Stim, of the city and co. of Aberdeen, N.B., manufacturing 


chemist, for “Zmprovements in measuring and registering the flow or dis- | 


charge of liquids.” Nov. 25, 1859. 
2717.—Cuartes AnTOINE Fournier, of No. 60, Boulevard de Strasbourg, 


Paris, treasurer agent to the Minister of War, for “A process and appa- | 


ratuses intended to find out the escapes of lighting gas from the conveying- 


pipes, and to determine tie precise leaking places of the said pipes.” Dec. 1, | 


1859. 

2745.—Epwin Avoustus Curzey, of Richmond Street, St. George’s Road, 
Southwark, London, for ‘‘ Improved hanical arrangements or con- 
trivances for measuring, registering, and regulating the flow of liquids, and 
likewise for measuring and regulating the passage of fluids and vapours.” 
Dec. 3, 1859. 








NOTICES HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PROCEED 
WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED INVENTIONS. 


1788.—Joun Hewert, of the firm of Hewett, Allott, and Walker, ac- 
countants, of High Street, Sheffield, for “ Improvements in self-acting 
water-closets.”” Aug. 8, 1859. 

1810. —Francis WiLt1AM Beaumont, of Clapham, in the co. of Surrey, 
engineer, for ‘(4 hydraulic apparatus applicable to transimitting, regu- 
lating, and measuring the supply or flow of liquids.”” Aug. 5, 1859. 

2359.—Roserr Sarru, of Islington, London, shipowner, for “ Purification 
of water and other fluids.” Oct. 15, 1859. 

2669.—James Sim, of the city and co, of Aberdeen, N.B., manufacturing | 
chemist, for ‘* Improvements in measuring and registering the flow or dis- 
charge of liquids.’ Nov. 25, 1859. 

2723.—Joun Paton, of Glasgow, N.B., engineer, for “ Improvements in 
valves.” Dec. 1, 1859, 


























| nees, did not oppose; Mr. Lawrance opposed for Mr. Phillipson of Casso 
ppo P 
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Legal Entelligence. 


COURT OF BANKRUPTCY. 
BASINGHALL STREET, FripAy, DECEMBER 16. 
(Before Mr. Commissioner Fane.) 
IN RE PRIOR AND PRIOR. 
The bankrupts were coal merchants and contractors to the Great Central 
Gas Company. This was a certificate meeting. Mr. Cres, for the assig- 





Colliery, Newcastle-upon-Tyne; Mr. LINKLATER supported. 

Mr. Lawrance said the debt of his client (£2000) was contracted by the 
bankrupts in June, 1859. It was the first transaction, and was contracted 
at a time when the bankrupts must have known that they were in a state 
of hopeless insolvency. The trading of the bankrupts extended over ten 
years, and showed a very disastrous result. To adopt an American phrase, 
the total amount of their “ indebtedness ” was £119,000, or, as was said by 
their advocate, £109,000, to meet which they had £9000. Their gross 
profits, to use that fanciful phrase—a phrase which he hoped they would be 
able some time or other to get rid of—was £88,000. The fanciful character 
of the profits was shown by the fact that while the nominal profits were 
this £88,000, there were the following charges against them:—Losses 
£55,698; trade charges, £34,798; interest, £13,076; partners’ drawings» 
£21,600, &c., making a total of £165,000, Now, although he did not» 
complain of persons in the position of the bankrupts living at the rate of 
£1500 a year each, or £700 a year each, as was alleged on their behalf, if 
they earned it, he did not think it was otherwise justifiable. In reference 
to the assignees not offering any opposition, he might observe that the 
assignees were gentlemen who, in the course of the bankrupts’ trading, had 
received from them large sums, and that the solicitors for the assignees had 
for many years acted as the legal advisers for the bankrupts. He men- 
tioned that circumstance as a reason for opposition by an independent 
creditor. Prior to 1856 the bankrupts had traded in partnership with Mr. 
John Gooch, under the style of the Norfolk and Eastern Coal Company. 
Mr. Gooch then retired, and was paid £5000 out of an insolvent concern. 
The bankrupts had had coal stations on all the lines of railway, at every 
one of which there was a loss. There had also been a loss of £6900 ona 
vessel, and other adventures alien to their trade. For example, there was 
an item of dilapidations at the Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company, 
£2724. He confessed he could not see what that item had to do with their 
business as coal merchants. 

The CoMMISSIONER said he supposed it was a loss on coals supplied by 
them to the company. 

Mr. CANAAN said the bankrupts entered into a contract with the com- 
pany to make their gas for them at a certain price, the advantage which 
they expected being in the facilities they had for supplying coal. 

Mr. Lawrence said this was only another illustration of the truth that, 
when men enter into transactions not connected with their own business, 
it generally ends in disappointment and loss. Towards the close of their 
trading the bankrupts had had recourse to the unmercantile expedient of 
raising money upon life policies. This showed the straits to which they 
were put. 

The Commissioner: It ought to have put their creditors on their guard. 
Mr. Lawrence said his client could not be supposed to know the fact. 
The CommissionER: What is the bankrupts’ excuse for the arrangement 
with Mr. Gooch? 











Mr. Lawrance: The only excuse that can be given for it is a desire to 
protect their friends. 

Mr. LINKLATER observed that this was not so, and that there had been a 
change in the management of the railway, which had very prejudicially 
affected the bankrupts’ position. 

ay CommissionER: The business ceased from that time to be so profit- 
able 

Edward Staff Prior, the senior partner in the bankrupt firm, was then 
examined. He deposed that the firm always took stock in the usual way at 
the end of every year. At the end of 1855 they found themselves insolvent, 
but not largely so. They appeared to be about £6800 behind hand. 

Mr. LinKLATER said that was not correct; and, on reference to the books, 
they showed that the bankrupts had then £3500 to the good. 

Examination continued: The money paid to Gooch should have been 

handed over some three or four months before; but, owing to great delays 
on the part of the solicitor who had to prepare the mortgage-deeds, it was 
not done until the morning before the bankruptcy. 
Mr. CANAAN said the balance-sheets produced did not show the deficiencies 
at the different stations, but only gave the state of things as they should 
have been. When Gooch retired from the partnership, the accounts were 
taken as they stood in the books; but, when they came to look at the sta-~ 
tions afterwards, they found a deficiency of £1900. 

Witness said 30 per cent. was always written off for wear and tear, as 
would appear by the station ledgers. His attention was so taken up by the 
gas contract when the 1857 balance was struck, that he did not know what 
result it showed; but he had no doubt they were then insolvent. He be- 
lieved, however, that one good year’s trading would have put them right 
again. At the end of 1856, when they were, as he thought, £12,000 wrong, 
he considered that if the markets improved, and they had a good year’s 
trading, they would be brought round. Instead of that, they lost on the 
1857 trading. They had not then lost anything fl the Great Central Com- 
pany, but had gained largely by the contract upto thattime. They now took 
credit for a large loss on that transaction; but that arose at a later period. 

By the Commissioner: They entered into a contract to supply gas to 
light the City, and not to supply coals to the company merely. They also 
sold the coke produced in the manufacture. They had disagreements with 
the company, and the contract was terminated. The cause of the disagree- 
ment was, that the company did not give them sufficient plant to enable 
them to carry out their contract. By that he meant that they had not a 
sufficient number of retorts to keep the customers supplied during the fogg: 
weather last year. That led to a law suit, which resulted in an arbitration, 
and caused the loss described in the balance-sheet of about £6000. They 
had made about £3000 by the contract, and they lost that and about £2500 
more. At the time of the bankruptcy, Messrs. Harvey and Hudson, bankers, 
of Norwich, were creditors for £6046. They were, further, the holders of bills 
to the extent of £1900, including some of their drafts on Messrs. Young and 
Shaw. They held as security certain life policies. 

Alfred Prior, the other bankrupt, examined, deposed that Messrs. Young 
ind Shuw had been in their employ at Tunbridge Wells as their agents. 
hey afterwards started them in business at that place. Young and Shaw 
then stated that ov had saved £500, and they made an arrangement that 
they (bankrupts) should supply them with coals, and draw upon them 
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accordingly drawn upon Young and Shaw for goods supplied at the rate of 
£1200 a month. Young and Shaw used to come up every month and 
receive the required amount to provide for bills. To meet their bills which 
came due in the beginning of August, bankrupts gave them £2300. This 
was the fraudulent preference complained of. After advancing this money 
to Young and Shaw, bankrupts had, at the time of their stoppage, only 
£17 standing to their credit at the Bank of England, and £460 at Harve 
and Hudson’s, which latter was retained by the bankers against the bills 
held by them under discount. After the payment to Young and Shaw, 
bankrupts paid away £2500 out of moneys received, including a sum of| 
£370 to Phillipson, the opposing creditor. When Harvey and Hudson re- 
fused to assist them further, they applied to Mr. John Gooch to help them, 
and, as he failed to do it, they were compelled to stop payment. Young 
and Shaw had since failed, and had paid a composition of 8s. in the pound. | 
About eight other parties upon whom they had drawn bills had failed. 
Messrs. Prescott and Co. held these bills to the extent of £3100, and upon 
which they would get about 10s. in the pound from acceptors. _ 

Mr. LinKLATER observed that Mr. Lawrance had been _misinstructed 
when he stated at the opening of the proceedings that Mr. Phillipson had 
not received any moneys on account. The fact was, as the bankrupts 
books showed, the account was opened in March, 1859, and Mr. Phillipson 
had been paid £1100. Mr. Phillipson traded under the style of the Cassop | 
Coal Company. 2 

Mr. LAWRENCE said his instructions were clear and precise. Should the 
fact, however, prove as stated on the bankrupts’ behalf it would very con- 
siderably mitigate their misconduct. He wished to have an opportunity of 
communicating with Mr. Phillipson. x 

An adjournment was ordered accordingly until the 30th inst. 


Miscellaneous News. 


THE METROPOLITAN GAS SUPPLY. 
DEPUTATION FROM THE 
GAS COMPANIES TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 

On Friday, the 9th inst., a Deputation from the Metropolitan Gas Com- 
panies waited upon the Right Honourable T. MitNER Grsson, the President 
of the Board of Trade, for the purpose of laying before him their views in re- 
ference to the present agitation on the supply of gas to the metropolis. 

The deputation consisted of Mr. Richards, the chairman, Mr. St. George 
Burke, deputy-chairman, Mr. Vaughan Richards, a director, and Mr. Henry, 
secretary of the Imperial Company; Mr. Beck, deputy-chairman of the 
Chartered Company ; Mr. Johnson, chairman, and Mr. Pridden, secretary of | 
the Phenix Company; Mr. Gray, chairman of the City Company; Mr.) 
Simpson, chairman, Mr. Drew and Mr. Heathorn, directors, and Mr. Livesey, | 
seerctary of the South Metropolitan Company; Mr. C. S. Butler, M.P., 
chairman, and Mr. Wilson, deputy-chairman of the Commercial Company ; 
Mr. Gratton, chairman, Mr. George, a director, and Mr. Laing, secretary of 
the Independent Company; Mr. Hawkins, chairman, and Mr. Sprague, 
deputy-chairman of the London Company; Mr. Holdship, chairman, Mr. 
Kelly, deputy-chairman, and Mr. Andrews, secretary of the Equitable Com- 
pany; Mr. Russell, M.P., chairman, and Mr. Barber, secretary of the Western | 
Company ; Mr. T. Pocock, chairman, and Mr. Boddy, sccretary of the Surrey | 
Consumers’ Company ; Mr. Hammack, chairman, and Mr. Foulger, a director | 


of the Ratcliff | 

















ompany; Mr. Black, the chairman of the Tottenham and | 
Edmonton Company ; Mr. Ward, a director of the Brentford Company; Mr. | 
Stephenson, deputy-chairman, Mr. G. P. Pocock, a director, and Mr. Ohren, 
secretary of the Crystal Palace District Company; Mr. Bridger, chairman, | 
and Mr. Milnes, a director of the Mitcham reg E Mr. Grisbrook, a 
director of the Woolwich Equitable Company; Mr. Hammond, chairman, 
and Mr. Hurditch, a director of the Woolwich Consumers’ Company. 

The deputation was introduced by Mr. Alderman Satomons, M.P., who 
said he had the honour to introduce the representatives of the various metro- 
politan gas companies. He believed that statements very erroneous had 
been addressed to the right honourable gentleman on a former occasion, 
but he would leave the matter in the hands of Mr. Burke, the deputy- 
chairman of the Imperial Company, who would now state the case on behalf 
of the gas companies. 

Mr. Burks said, on behalf of the associated gas companies, who, he be- | 
lieved, were all represented on the present occasion, he should have to| 
address a very few observations to the right honourable gentleman, which 
would be based upon the reports that had appeared in the newspapers as to 
what transpired at the recent — of the representatives of the metro- | 
politan vestries. It appeared that a very considerable agitation had been | 
got up by the consumers of gas against the gas companies of the metropolis, 
which agitation had originated in the fact that the companies had thought 
fit to allot districts to each other instead of carrying on their business as 
they had done previously in competition with one another. It was not 
necessary to go into a discussion of the question of competition ; it would be 
seen at once how inexpedient it was for companies embarked in the same 
trade to lay down two sets of mains in each district to do the work of one. 
It involved an unnecessary expenditure of capital to do so, and there was 
also a great waste of gas, because, as must be apparent, wherever there were 
gas-pipes lying side by side and constantly liable to disturbance, there must 
be a large amount of leakage. Upon ical iderations, therefore, 
competition in this matter was not justified, and there could be no doubt 
that under such circumstances it would, to use an expression of the late Mr. 
Robert Stephenson, invariably lead to coalition. But, though complaints 
were made of the districting arrangements, it could not be denied for one 
moment that, if the companies thought fit, they could at any time have 
coalesced. They might have kept their pipes in juxta-position in the streets, 
and might have agreed amongst themselves, as a matter of self-protection, not 
to compete with each other. In fact, they might have made those arrange- 
ments which were frequently made by railway companies, and which had 
received the sanction of the highest authority—Mr. Gladstone—who, us 
would be remembered, was referee in this matter. Instead of that, how- 
ever, the companies wisely, as he thought, had adopted the system of dis- 
tricting. They felt that the course which had heretofore been adopted 
involved a useless expenditure of capital, as it required the laying of mains 
in juxta-position, causing waste to themselves, and that constant annoyance 
to the public which the right honourable gentleman was no doubt aware of, 
arising from the necessity constantly to disturb the pavements for the pur- 
pose of repairing and relaying mains. As an illustration of the inconvenience 








which might thus arise, suppose an escape of gas took place ina locality where 
two or more companies were supplying, it was impossible at once to tell 
from which mains it arose, and the consequence was that considerable delay 
arose before that escape could be remedied, and then only after one company 
and another had successively taken up the pavements to ascertain the cause. 
So that here there was an obvious inconvenience to the public, 


He might 














from time to time, and assist them to meet the bills when due. They had 
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state one case which had come within his own knowledge, where three com- 
panies were supplying in one district—the Imperial Company, with which 
he was connected, the Western, which was represented by Mr. Russell, and 
the London. It was in Belgravia, one of the best districts in London. 
There was an escape of gas in a spirit vault, and the proprietor of the 
premises attended the committee of the Imperial Company in a state of 
extreme trepidation, and said, ‘‘ There is an escape of gas; I am afraid we 
shall be blown up, and I cannot sleep in my bed.” He went to one company 
|and then to another, each one supposing that they were not in fault; and 
eventually, after two of the companies had taken up the ground and in- 
spected their mains, the leakage was found to arise from those of the third. 
It took a fortnight before the matter was set right, and during the whole of 
that time this person was living in a state of alarm and dread lest an ex- 
plosion should take place and he should be blown up. He (Mr. — 
merely gave this as an illustration of the absurdity and of the danger whic 
might arise from having duplicate mains in a district. Mr. Russell had put 
| into his hands a picture which he believed was appended to a Government 
report, showing the mains in Regent Street—there were twenty-seven in 
three places—and which must satisfactorily prove the difficulty of dealing 
with such a state of things. And these difficulties had been of late very 
much complicated by the laying down of telegraphic wires, which were 
placed in jJuxta-position with the gas-pipes, and which, when an escape of 
gas took place, or repairs had to be done to either, caused great confusion 
etween the two. Then came the question—and it was the important 
question after all—had the public been damnified by the districting? They 
had raised an agitation, not really, as the gas companies coeniel, because 
of any grievance which had arisen, but in fear of what might take place. 
Indeed, he would defy them to show that they had any grievance at all. 
Whereas while they had, by this arrangement, been protected from those fre- 
quent disturbances of the pavements to which he had alluded, the companies 
had not charged one sixpence more to private consumers. He had observed in 
| the newspapers that it was stated by the deputation from the consumers, 
| that in St. Olave’s, Southwark, since the districting had been introduced, the 
| charge for the public lights had been raised as much as 15s. per lamp. He (Mr. 
Burke) thought that such an increase was very likely to have taken place; 
| but the deputation omitted to tell the right honourable gentleman who 
jthey were addressing what was the price at which the public lights 
were before being — The fact was the vestries liked competition 
because they were enabled to set one gas company against another, and so 
get their gas ee at a cheap rate, He did not know anything about 
Southwark, but he thought the probability was that before the districting 
the public lights were considerably undercharged. He knew, speaking on 
behalf of the company which he represented, that for a considerable time the 
public lights in their district were supplied at a loss, for, in point of fact, the 
vestries compelled the companies to buy their way and obtain leave and 
licence by charging a low price. So far, then, they objected to the discon- 
tinuance of competition, but, as he said before, it was quite competent for 
the companies at any time to have coalesced, and the vestries would have 
been in precisely the same position as they were at present. On behalf of 
the gas companies he contended that the consumers had failed to show any 
reason why the companies should be — in any different position by rea- 
son of the districting than they had been heretofore. They said that it was 
a matter of economy and advantage to the companies,—he admitted it to the 
fullest extent ; and ergo they said, because of that economy, they were entitled 
toa reduction of price and an increase of illuminating power. He said the 
contrary. Why should the purchasers have a cheaper ard better article be- 
cause the producers were able by means of arrangements among themselves 
to economize the mode of production? The point was, did the companies out 
of this improved manufacture make profits which they ought not to have? 
The whole question was nothing but a money question, and the vestries and 
those agitating gentlemen desired to have an article of general consumption 
at a cheaper rate. They desired to have more light and to pay less money 
for it; and he would grant the fact that if they could show the companies 
were making too much money there would be some justice in the case. But 
what was the fact? The majority of the companies in London were subject 
to the provisions of an Act which, no doubt, the right honourable gentleman 
was well acquainted with—an Act passed in 1847 called “The Gas Clauses 
Consolidation Act,’’ by which it was provided that no company should divide 
more than 10 per cent., under which they were obliged to furnish their ac- 
counts to the quarter sessions, and if at any time they paid more than 10 per 
cent. they must at once reduce their price, the public having power at quar- 
ter sessions to compel them to doso. That Act was framed by a select com- 
mittee of the House of Commons after mature consideration, and it might be 
called the charter under which the gas companies of the United Kingdom 
existed, though it applied to water companies as well as to them. The select 
committee which framed that measure came to the deliberate conclusion that 
companies which incurred great risks in carrying on their operations, which 
must employ large capital and exercise great skill in the management of their 
affairs, were entitled to receive as remuneration not less than 10 per cent., and 
accordingly they limited their dividends to that amount. But the question was, 
did the gas companies of London pay that? He believed he was right in assert- 
ing that, taking the average of the dividends paid by them, they did not amount 
to 5 per cent., or if they did it was within a fraction of that sum. If that were 
really the case, was there any occasion for Government interference with refer- 
ence to the price of gas? Hethought not; and this curious case occurred last 
session, which bore upon the point he was speaking to. The gentlemen 
|| who had been agitating this question induced Parliament to give them a 
committee of inquiry into gas affairs—a select committee—and he (Mr. 
|| Burke) was sorry to find, from the report of the deputation which recently 
waited on the Government, that one honourable member, either to the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade or to the Home Secretary, much misrepresented 
the constitution of that committee. As reported in the public papers, it ap- 
peared that Sir John Shelley said that the gas companies appointed certain 
members on that committee and the consumers certain other members, and 
|| that consequently it led to constant squabbles between the two. Sir John 
|| Shelley should have remembered the fact that in addition to the five mem- 
|| bers named by the companies and the five named by the consumers there 
|| Were five other members nominated by the Government. He knew that 
|| when the committee was sought for, the gas companies said they were quite 
| ready to go before that committee and have a full and fair investigation of 
the whole matter; and they subsequently attended the Home Secretary, 
| Mr. Walpole, who said his desire was to have the fairest committee possible. 
|| The right honourable gentleman (Mr. Gibson) was aware that these select 
|| Committees were not attended by counsel, and that unless the honourable 
|| members composing those committees were instructed on each side, facts were 
|| not elicited, because the witnesses could not be satisfactorily cross-examined. 
The only gentleman on that committee who was a director of a London 
gas company was Mr. Russell. There were Sir William Hayter, Mr. Whit- 
bread, one of the Lords of the Admiralty, and Mr. Jackson, of Birkenhead, 
who had nothing to do with the metropolis, but who was appointed to test 














THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 





691 


the facts. On the other side there was Sir John Shelley and others who re- 
age ys the delegates ; and in addition to these the Government nominated 

r. Adams, who is now amaggy teepceon at Hong-Kong, Mr. Barrow, Sir 
W. Dunbar, and Mr. Mowbray. These were gentlemen perfectly disinterested, 
and it was a curious fact that the parties who were the promoters of this 
agitation were heard, and the companies were not heard at all. Now, the 
consumers having made out their own case, he (Mr. Burke), on the part of 
the gas companies, would be Se arpee to be judged of by that case as to 
whether those gentlemen established any ground whatever for legislative in- 
terference. But there was this curious fact—which he was before about to 
refer to—that whereas the consumers were now agitating for a reduction of 
price, and saying that the companies ought to have a maximum of 4s, fixed, 
one of their own witnesses stated before that committee that they were 
satisfied with the price as it existed at present. The question was asked 
him—“I asked you whether the public were satisfied with the existing 
price and with the existing illuminating power ?—Answer. The public are 
satisfied at the present time. Question. The public are satisfied both as to 
the price and as to the illuminating power?—Answer. Yes. Question. I 
understand you to say that there is no dissatisfaction, but what the public 
want is security that the present price and the present illuminating power 
shall not be departed from ?—Answer. Yes.” Now, the companies called 
no witnesses; the consumers called who they thought fit, and he (Mr. 
Burke) would undertake to say, that a more wretched case than they 
made out was never presented to a committee of the House of Commons, 
and that, he thought, would be found to be the opinion of any of the 
disinterested members of that committee, if the right honourable gentle- 
man whom he addressed would do him the favour to consult either of 
them. The curious fact that he was going to allude to was this, that Mr. 
Barrow, who had formerly sat upon the metropolitan water supply com- 
mittee, and was one of the members appointed by the Government in this 
case, was afterwards appointed chairman of a private committee on a bill 

omoted by the City Gas Company. That company were warmly opposed 
y the City authorities, and, though it was proved that they were charging 
only 4s. per 1000 for gas at the present time, Mr. Barrow, who was aware of 
the case made out by the consumers on the other side in this matter, fixed in 
the City Gas Company’s Bill a maximum of 5s. as the proper charge. That 
was pretty strong evidence that one of the gentlemen who served on the 
select committee was not much influenced by anything he had heard as to 
the propriety of the companies being tied down to a low price. Another 
question which was gone into on that occasion was the question of uniformity 
of price. The agitators sought to establish throughout London a uniformity 
of charge—a course which, as he believed, would be found utterly impos- 
sible to adopt. Circumstances in different localities varied—that was to say, 
putting it in the simplest form, if there was a large amount of lighting in 
one district—if there was a rental of £10,000 upon mains which cost 
£50,000, whereas in another district the rental on the same outlay was only 
£2000—the company could not sell gas in the latter at the same price as in 
the former. He recollected perfectly that some years ago, when the 
consumers sought to establish a competing company in the City of 
London, Mr. Croll, their great advocate, gave evidence that whereas in 
the City of London gas might be sold fairly at the price of 4s. a 
1000 feet, yet that outside of the City in districts such as he (Mr. Burke) 
represented—vast areas, like the Regent’s Park, where the lights were 
scattered—the charge might as fairly be 6s. per 1000. So that where the 
circumstances were totally different, there could not be exact uniformity of 
price in the metropolis. ‘Then another point which was insisted on the other | 
side was, that there should be a high standard of illuminating power. When 
the deputation from the consumers was before the right honourable gentle- 





man, they said that the great discussion in the committee was, whether the 
companies should be required to give 12 sperm, or 12 wax candles; that is | 
to say, that a light given by a particular argand burner should be equal to | 
the light of 12 sperm, or 12 wax candles, the reason being that they should | 


have the higher light for the same money. Now, it was a fact that no/|| 
longer ago than 1854, when the Imperial Company (the largest company in || 
London) came before Parliament for an Act, they were at first op by | 
the vestries of Marylebone and Pancras. They stated their case to Parlia- | 
ment, but the company’s bill passed, after a long inquiry, with the full con- | 
currence of those vestries represented by Sir Benjamin Hall, now Lord | 
Llanover; and in that bill the standard of illuminating power was fixed at | 
12 wax candles, and the maximum price at 6s. per 1 True, they had | 
never since charged 6s., but 4s. 6d., and had given, not 12 wax, but 12 
sperm-candle gas (and he would tell the right honourable gentleman why | 
directly); ergo, the consumers now came forward and said, ** We call upon | 
the Government to fix the standard at 12 sperm, because you have given it, | | 
and the price at 4s. 6d., because that is what D ge have charged.” That was 
their case. Now to fix the maximum at 4s. 6d., which was what he believed | 
was a fair price at present, would be manifestly unjust, because the charges | 
of a gas company were — by circumstances. If they could afford to | 
sell gas at 4s. 6d. when coals were at a certain price, they could not afford to | 
do so whenever a great rise took place in that article. And it was not only | 
a question of the price of coals, they had a variety of other matters to contend 
with. The price of coals depended very much upon the cost of freight, and | 
in case of war, freightage was very largely increased. There was also the 
variation in the price of iron, and the contingency of strikes, by which the 
rate of labour was considerably affected. It was, therefore, a fair thing that 
the companies should have a margin within which they could raise their 
charges. This question was brought before Parliament in 1854, and settled 
with the full concurrence of the consumers of the Imperial Company. 
Parliament then said, “It is fair that the company should have such a 
margin, and you, the public, have protection in the limitations of the Gas 
Clauses Act,” and therefore they fixed the maximum at 6s. He (Mr. Burke) 
had stated that the company gave an illuminating power of 12 sperm, instead 
of 12 wax candles. And why? As they were fixed to 12 wax, which was| 
below what they had given, they were afraid to give nearly the 12 wax, as 
they would be constantly liable to litigation; in case of their being at any | 
time below it, they were afraid the parishes would come down upon | 
them immediately, and therefore they gave a higher power. And how| 
did they do it? By a considerable outlay, and by the admixture of a| 
large proportion of cannel coal in the manufacture of their gas. Now, | 
the delegates all admitted that cannel gas should be charged at a higher | 
price than common gas, and they admitted the fact of a higher illuminating 
power. But the ordinary coal would only give a certain illuminating power, | 
which would not be found to be more than 12 wax candles, and the charges | 
of the company were based upon that, although, in order to ensure such an | 
illuminating power, they were obliged to give, as he ascertained that morn- | 
ing by looking over their books, 18 per cent. at one station of cannel coal ; so | 
that the public really did get 12 sperm-candle gas. If the Legislature, how- 
ever, should fix the standard at 12 sperm candles, the —— must at once 
increase the quantity of cannel coal used, in order to ensure that they were | | 
never below that standard, and if they did that, they must increase the price | 
} 


























to the consumers, Nothing could be more unfair than to say they must supply 
gas at 4s., which was the price sought to be fixed for 12 wax-candle gas, and 
must not charge more even if they gave a higher quality. He need not attempt 
to deal with the difficulties which attended any chemical investigation of the 
illuminating power and purity of gas. He thought his friend, Mr. Gray, 
knew that in parliamentary inquiries there were always plenty of chemists to 
= their "one for and against, and, after all, it was matter of doubt and 
ifficulty. erefore, the fair thing to the companies was clearly that, if 
they had an illuminating power limited by Act of Parliament, they should be 
entitled to a margin of price above 4s. 6d. If that proposition struck the 
right honourable gentleman as fair, he would ask what case the delegates had 
made out to justify any interference by Parliament. They had got up an 
outery, and said the companies had districted the metropolis. Granted: but 
they had done no more than they were at liberty to do.» They were within 
their charters; they had not infringed any contract with the public, and, 
therefore, what was the case on the other side? He had been told that 
some of those gentlemen had justified the desired interference of the Govern- 
ment, on the ground of analogy between the supply of gas and the water 
supply. But there was really no analogy. The question of the water supply 
was clearly a sanitary one. In 1851 there was a Government inquiry, and 
it was agreed that the water supply was not what it should be, and that a 
more perfect system was needed. The Government then brought in a bill to 
compel the companies to unite, and go to a purer source, and supply at a fixed 
o—-. Both parties were heard before a committee—Sir James Graham in 
the chair—and the result was that the bill was rejected; the Government 
could not carry it through. The next year, the sanitary question still re- 
maining, the Government brought in another bill, which simply enacted 
certain regulations with regard tothe purity of the water, leaving the charges 
totally untouched. There was really no analogy between the cases. 
Mr. Mixner Grsson: The one is a manufactured article, the other not. 
Mr. Burke assented, and said that the former depended upon the 
skill engaged in its manufacture. The ey which he represented 
had a certain amount of success, and he supposed they might be 
somewhat vain of that success, but he would undertake to state that it had 
only been attained by the large amount of care and skill which had been 
bestowed upon the concern for a considerable number of years. ‘They had 
run great risks in carrying on their business, for a length of time the pro- 
prietors went without dividends, and it was only because of those risks, and 
that care and economy which they had manifested, that they were able to 
supply gas to the public of the quality they did at 4s. 6d. per 1000. He did 
not think the consumers were entitled to benefit by their skill and care to a 
larger extent than they did at present. Well, during the last session of Par- 
liament there was a question raised in the select committee which seemed to 
have one scintilla of justice in it. The consumers said there were no means 
of testing by an independent authority the accuracy of the meters supplied 
to the public, and the charge was made against the companies that they 
benefited by using imperfect meters. The real truth, however, was, that 
for one meter which registered in favour of the companies there were fifty 
against them, and they were subject to frauds for which sometimes they 
were obliged to prosecute. When this matter was taken up by Lord Redes- 
dale, and a bill was introduced for fixing a standard for the measurement of 
gas subject to Government control, he (Mr. Burke) was deputed by his com- 
pany to see his lordship, and to offer him the most ample assistance in their 
power in carrying that bill, and Lord Redesdale did him the honour to put 
the bill in his hands and asked him torevise it. Certain alterations were made 
in it, and the bill as passed was, he believed, as acceptable to the companies 
as it could be to the public at large, for they were always anxious to have 
some means of testing the accuracy of their meters. Now that was really 
the only grievance which appeared to have any foundation, and, as he had 
said before, he would observe again, that every gentleman present would 
leave to the President of the Board of Trade to judge what was the case of 
the delegates from the evidence which ge | themselves presented to Parlia- 
ment last year, and by the effect which that evidence produced—not upon 
themselves, but upon the five independent members of the select committee. 
The truth was, the delegates were anxious to get the Government to interfere 
in order to save their own pockets. He thought they had failed, notwith- 
standing they had got up meetings and agitations in London, to excite such 
an amount of interest in the minds of the public as would induce them to 
put their hands in their pockets to support a bill in Parliament, and there- 


——— 


|| fore they wished to throw the expense of any attempted legislation upon the 


department over which the right honourable gentleman presided. At the 
same time it must be said that they now held out the hand of friendship to 
the companies, and said, ‘ If you will meet us we will meet you in a fair spirit.” 
Now he (Mr. Burke) did not know whether he was right in his conclusions 
or not, but he thought nothing was so dangerous as a precedent or so unfair 


|| to the companies as to allow the consumers to come forward to abrogate those 


charters by which they were a. If those charters were infringed 
the consumers had their remedy, but they certainly had no right to come 
before Parliament and say, “ Abrogate those charters.’’ It was a most dan- 
gerous precedent, and it would be hard to say where, if once admitted, it 
would stop. If it were allowed to the consumers of gas who acquiesced in 
the Imperial Gas Bill of 1854, to come before Parliament in 1859 and say, 
‘* Though this company have not infringed their charter, though they have 
not derived any greater advantage than the Legislature intended they should, 
yet we claim the right to alter their charter ;’’ where would such matters 
end? How could the freighters on the North-Western Railway be prevented 
from coming forward and saying, “Although the company are not making more 
than 5 per cent., we claim the right to have an alteration in the freights >” 
The precedent, as he had said, was most dangerous. One case occurred 
|| to bin in which, to his knowled e, the Legislature did deal in a summary 
' | mannerin a question of thissort. It was the case of the Macclesfield Canal. The 
| company had the power of charging differential rates which operated prejudi- 
| cially to-eertain freighters, because on one part of the canal the charges were 

| high, and at another the rates were low. e freighters brought in a bill to 

| alter that atate of things, and to compel the canal company to charge equal 
rates, but the House threw the bill out on the second reading because it was 

| contrary to all parliamentary precedent and mode of as The cases 
|seemed to him perfectly analogous. The companies had charters, and they 
jhad not infringed them. When they came for any fresh parliamentary 
age Parliament might deal with them as it thought fit; but if not, un- 

| less there was ~ fraud in getting the clauses which were in their present 

} | Acts, what ground was there for legislative interference > Let them look at 
' | the capital expended in these gas companies—some millions of capital. Sup- 
| posing the gentlemen and ladies who had invested their money in these un- 
| dertakings upon the faith of Acts of Parliament were to be told by the con- 
sumers, “We do not like to pay this sum for our gas, and we must go to 
Parliament to alter it,’’ would it not be most unfair? So far he was in 
accord with the delegates when they said that they were not the proper par- 
ties to legislate upon the subject ; and he said that if any legislation did take 
iplace, it should be by the Government, after being satisfied on inquiry that 
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it was necessary. Any legislation by those gentlemen by which the charters |, 
of the companies would be abrogated, would be a most objectionable thing. | 
He was fearful of trespassing too long, but there was one matter with refer- | 
ence to price which S wished to allude to, to show how the public were 
protected by the Gas Clauses Act, and the limitation to 10 per cent. dividends 
to which the greater part of the companies were subject. At Liverpool, 
many years ago, there were two companies supplying the town, and a third 
company came forward to compete with them. The charge for gas at that 
time was, he believed, 63. or 7s. per 1000 feet. A great deal of evidence was 
gone into, and after the committee had heard both parties, they called in the 
two old companies and said, ‘‘We think the principle of competition is 
wrong, and occasions an unnecessary multiplication of pipes in the streets ; 
at the same time there is evidence to show that you are making a greater 
profit than you ought to do. If you will come under clauses to give a maxi- 
mum price and to limit the profits, we will refuse to pass the preamble of the 
new company’s bill.” The old companies wisely acquiesced, and what was | 
the consequence? Why, that in 1859 they were able to supply gas at 3s. 9d. | | 
per 1000. They had had the monopoly of supply, but there had been a limi- | | 
tation of dividend, and the public were now reaping the advantage of that 
arrangement. He might put the case, on the other hand, of a town that was 
not so well off. At Manchester the gas-works were managed by the muni- | 
cipal authorities, and the inhabitants were paying 5s. per 1000 for their gas, 
although they had their coals upon precisely the same terms as at Liverpool. 
It was evident, therefore, that the public had abundant protection in the 
provisions of the Gas Clauses Act. >| 
Mr. Beck (deputy-chairman of the Chartered Company) : The metropolis 
was never so well and so cheaply supplied as at the present time. || 
Mr. Burxz said he had stated that the parties on the other side made out || 
their case last year as well as they could before the committee. They had | 
three opportunies of making out their grievances if any existed. They had | 
the case of the select committee for themselves, and they had also the City | 
Gas Company’s case, where they could bring forward their complaints. But} 
there was a still stronger case. The vestries had constantly tried, at all), 
events, if they could not originate, at least to support, a competing company. | | 
Last year, a competing company came forward to supply the borough of | | 
Marylebone, which the Imperial Company now supplied, and they brought | 
forward a prominent member of the Marylebone vestry to support their grie- | | 
vances. Every grievance which that gentleman alleged, he (Mr. Burke) pro- | 
duced clauses in the Imperial Company’s Act to meet. He was asked, “* Had | 
they raised the price?’” ‘‘No,” he said, ‘but they might.” But, to make | | 
a long story short, and to show that there was no real ground for complaint | | 
among the consumers, Lord Amherst, who was in the chair (for it was a || 
committee of the House of Lords), said, after all the evidence of the pro-| | 
moters had been heard, and he (Mr. Burke) rose to address the committee | | 
for the petitioners—** You need not trouble yourself, for the committee are 
unanimously of opinion that the preamble is not proved.” There were thus | 
three opportunities for the parties to be heard last year, and by the first of || 
these three he was quite willing that the case of the companies should be 
judged, so far as the opinions of the independent members were concerned. || 
n the second case the company obtained their bill, and in the third the com- 
mittee rejected the measure without calling upon the petitioners to reply. 
When these gentlemen came before the right honourable gentleman to com- | 
plain of grievances arising out of the districting, it should be known that in | 
the district which the Imperial Gas Company supplied, they had had a mono- 
oly with the concurrence of the vestries. In Paddington, in Tyburnia, and 
in the whole of Marylebone, with the exception of a small portion, there had | 
never been any competition, and those districts had, therefore, never been in 
possession of the supposed benefits to be derived therefrom. And he would 
tell the right honourable gentleman why. When the local authorities went 
to the company to get the public lamps lighted as cheaply as possible, they | 
said to them, ‘‘ You are constantly trying to get another company into your | 
parish ; if you do, you render our position less profitable than it would other-! | 
wise be. Tt a new company comes in, we cannot supply you at the same 
price; therefore we will supply you at a certain price while we are alone, || 
but if you bring in another company we must raise the price.” The parishes | | 
took care not to do so, and they had remained satisfied with one company 
ever since. But he found that the delegates gave an instance which occurred | 
in his district, and which they alleged as a grievance, where the charge for | 
the public lights was excessive on the part of the Imperial Company. It was 
rather a curious fact that that excess of charge arose in one district where | 
there was strong competition. It must also be stated that, while the vestries 
were seeking to reduce the charges of the gas companies, they were trying to || 
increase the local rates upon their pipes to the extent of something like 1500 | 
per cent. He did not hesitate to state that if the vestries succeeded in in- | | 
creasing the rates of the Imperial Company, they must in self-defence no || 
longer charge 4s. 6d. per 1000 for their gas, but must increase their charges, | | 
more particularly to the public lights. The company had now appeals against | 
these assessments pending, and it was impossible to say what the result of || 
those appeals might be ; but if the parishes were successful it would increase 
the expenditure to the extent of £20,000. In one parish only, where they | 
paid £200 a year for rates, the authorities had assessed them at £3290. The | 
parishes sought to establish this principle, that the value of the pipe was the | 
rent which a person would give for that pipe with the business attached to 
it, and they said—“ If you are getting £10,000 a year out of the district in 
the shape of rental, a person would be willing to buy your right in that dis- 
trict at such a price, and therefore we will assess you at that.” It was, as, 
he said before, impossible to say what the result of the appeal would be, but || 
it appeared to him that this mode of assessment was against all principle, and 
wes, in fact, taxing profits in trade. The injustice of their proceeding would 
thus be seen, that while they were seeking to tie the companies down to the 
lowest limit and compelling them to give a more expensive gas, they were |, 
endeavouring to raise their rates to such an extent as, in his own case, would 
amount to £20,000 a year, and if carried out throughout the metropolis to || 
ten times that sum. e was ashamed to have occupied so much time, and 
did not know that he had any other point to allude to. He did not know || 
what impression had been made upon the mind of the right honourable gen- | | 
tleman by the statements of the other side ; had he been present he would | 
have been better able to answer them. As it was, if there was any information | 
which the gentlemen — could give, they would be very happy to do so; 
but he thought he had gone through and replied to all the statements on the || 
other side of which he had made a note. He would only, therefore, add this | | 
—it showed the animus of these gentlemen that after, as he supposed, they 
were a little afraid the Government would not take up their bill, they wrote 
to the companies very civilly to say that they were prepared to meet them ; 
at the same time they issued a circular announcing a meeting to be held, | 
which Mr. Beal and other delegates would address, *‘ for the purpose of sup- | 
porting the vestries in their opposition to the excessive exactions and in re- | 
straining the monopoly of the gas companies.” Now, whatever the exactions 
were, the companies did not pay more than 5 per cent., although these 








gentlemen spoke of the “startling fact” of the public lights being over-| | 
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charged to the extent of £50,000 a year. He believed that the — lamps 
armed were much undercharged. When the Nottingham 


as Bill was 
fore Parliament, it was sought to compel the company to supply the public 
lights at a cheaper rate than the private consumers; but the committee held 
that it was contrary to every principle of political economy, and that it was 
quite wrong to charge the private consumer higher than was charged for the 
ublic lamps,—for this obvious reason, that the effect would be to compel the 
arge consumer of gas to bear more than his proportion of the local taxation, 
and therefore they fixed the charge at the same rate. He was perfectly 
satisfied of the truth of what he stated, that the public lights throughout 
London were charged at too low a rate, and that if any legislation took place, 
the effect would be to place those public lights upon the same footing as the 
private consumers, which would cause a large increase of charge in the 
metropolis. As to the illuminating power, that was a matter which struck 
the eye. Every | peor yoo who walked about London knew what the public 
lighting was, and could see that it was not very bad. Mr. Gray had puta 
letter into his hands which had been received from the Post Office, expressing 
the satisfaction of the authorities at the manner in which it was lighted, 
and stating that they had no complaints to make. If the Post Office was 
satisfactorily lighted, so must also the whole of the district be; and gentle- 
men who were in the habit of attending the House of Commons, or even 
those who walked about the streets, must see that there was no great cause 
of complaint. Where, then, was the real source of grievance? The com- 
panies had gone on reducing their charges as their annual revenue increased ; 
so that whereas they began with 15s. per 1000, they had now come down to 
4s, 6d. All the companies had acted in the same way, and they did this on 
the principle of self-protection; and yet they were now threatened with a 
bill which was a bill of pains and penalties more than anything else, by 
which their accounts would be subjected to the inspection of third parties, 
and they themselves liable to be called up before a police magistrate—in 
fact, by which they would be subjected to the most harassing mode of liti- 
gation, which would have the effect of making every gentleman connected 
with the management of a gas company retire from his position. For him- 
self, he would say he would not continue a director of a gas company for one 
week if such a bill should pass. But it was too absurd to suppose for one 
moment that the Legislature would sanction any such measure. If the 
Government thought that a case was made out for legislative interference 
with the gas companies of the per ges they would feel perfect confidence 
that the Government would deal with them in a spirit of fairness, and upon 
the — of equivalents. He was quite sure that they would not consent 
to abrogate the Acts of Parliament under which the companies held their 
charters, unless they gave something in the way of an equivalent. Now, 
the delegates had always admitted this one fact. They said—‘* We do not 
deny that the districting is a benefit, and that the principle of laying down 
two pipes where one would suffice is a great mistake. e, therefore, take it 
that the districting is a proper thing; but then at this moment we have no 
protection—at least, we are at your mercy, because you have a monopoly.” 
And there were always a ready-made solicitor, and secretary, and engineer 
at hand the moment that an agitation like this arose inacommunity. These 
gentlemen spring up like mushrooms, and immediately the companies were 
threatened with the starting of a competitor. The consequence was, they 
were always kept on the gui vive. Of course they would like protection from 
this sort of thing; and it the Government should think with them that one 
pipe in a district was the best, he was sure the companies would meet the 
Government in the fairest possible spirit as to the regulations which might 
be deemed necessary. He was convinced that the obligations under which 
they, as well as the public, would be placed would be fair on both sides, and 
that while the companies were willing to fulfil their part, they would have 
left to them that margin of profit to which they were entitled, and not be 
subject to supply gas of an illuminating power which would put them toa 
larger expense than they ought to be called on to incur. 

Mr. Hasmackx said he had the honour to represent the Ratcliff Gas Com- 
pany, the mains of which were intercepted by the London Docks. No other 
company could possibly supply that district, because at one of the entrances 
to the new docks there was a large culvert, which left no room for other 
pipes to be laid down. But the company had taken no advantage of their 
position, or made any increase in their charge. Three years ago, when they 
were before Parliament, their maximum price was fixed at 5s. 6d. per 1000 ; 
but they had never since charged at that rate, although they had the mono- 
poly of supply, and the district which they supplied was a poor one. He 
thought it was necessary to call attention to this fact, because, if the agitators 
succeeded in their scheme, all the companies would be subjected to the same 
policy. For many years his company paid but 34 per cent., and now they 
only paid 5 per cent. 

Mr. MILNER Gipson: Before your application to Parliament you had no 
limitation as to price ? 

Mr. Hammack : No, none whatever. At one time we charged 15s. per 
1000, and now we have come down to 4s. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the City Gas Company, said the principle of dis- 
tricting the metropolis was adopted by Government so long ago as 1823, It 
was, therefore, only the revival of a practice enforced upon the companies for 
the benefit of the public Wy Sir William Congreve. 

Mr. Mitner Grason: I rather think this matter, if dealt with at all, or 
meddled with by the Government, will come under the consideration of the 
Home Office; but of course every member of the Government must feel that 
it is a matter which could not be touched or interfered with without the 
fullest consideration of the rights and just claims of both parties—the inte- 
rests on both sides. It is not at all likely that a hasty decision will be taken 
upon a matter of this sort merely upon the representation of one side; and, 
for my own part, I cannot think it is probable that this department, from 
what 1 have heard, would be called upon to undertake to prepare such legis- 
lation, However, I have listened with the greatest attention to the state- 
ments of Mr. Burke, and of course it is necessary to digest so much as I have 
heard on both sides before a decided opinion is come to. Therefore, I must 
leave the matter in that position, assuring ~ gentlemen, that the subject 
shall receive the fullest consideration, and I am quite sure that no decision 
will be come to without regard being had to the just claims of both parties, 

The deputation having thanked the right honourable gentleman, retired. 


DEPUTATION TO THE HOME SECRETARY. 

At the close of the interview with the President of the Board of Trade, the 
deputation above-named waited upon the Right Hon. Sir G. Cornewall 
Lewis, at the Home Office. Alderman SALomons introduced the deputation. 
Mr. Burke said he had been asked by his colleagues to state the case of 
the companies as shortly as he could, but he was sorry to say that in doing 
so before Mr. Milner Gibson he had found the case extend to a much greater 
length than he had contemplated. They had waited upon the right honour- 
able baronet to afford him as much information as lay in their power respect- 
ing the gas supply of London, in answer to the statements of certain gentle- 
men who, as representing the consumers, had had an interview with him a 





short time back. The desire of the companies was simply to put before him 

as plain a case as they could, and then leave the matter in his hands to deal || 
with as he might think best. The object of the deputation which had pre- | | 
viously waited upon the Home Secretary was, as far as he could understand | | 
from the public papers, to induce the Government to take up the bill which 
they had given notice of, and to relieve them from the expense of carrying | 
it » Boemee the House; and he believed he might state, on behalf of those | 
whom he represented, that if any legislation at all were to take place, they! | 
would consider it better that it should be left in the hands of the Government 

than of those persons, because they believed that in that way impartial jus- 

tice would be done, and because they felt that it was contrary to a. 

and a most dangerous policy, that the consumers of gas should themselves | 
originate a bill to alter or repeal the charters of the companies which sup- | 
plied them. All these consumers had the opportunity, when the companies | 
were before Parliament, to come forward and introduce into their Acts such | 
clauses as they deemed necessary for their own security; and it appeared to | 
the companies that nothing could be more fraught with danger to theirs, and | 
every similar undertaking, if, after these Acts of Parliament were passed, and | 
individuals had embarked capital upon the faith of those Acts and at con- 

siderable risk to themselves, the public should be able to come forward and 

seek the interference of the Legislature to abrogate the charters thus || 
conferred. i | 

Sir G. C. Lewis: How was it in the case of the water companies ? 

Mr. Burke said the case of the water companies had been alluded to as 
analogous, but the water companies’ case was a sanitary question altogether. | 
He knew—for he was engaged as counsel for one of the companies, and was | | 
thus far acquainted with the facts—that formerly the water companies | 
strongly competed with one another, as the gas companies had done, but 
eventually they came to the conclusion which all rational beings must come 
to, that competition in such a matter was not a desirable thing, that it led |) 
to the embarking of a large amount of unnecessary capital, and that the || 
companies were ruining each other by these proceedings. They therefore || 
adopted the districting system, as the gas companies had done; only they | 
did, in addition, what the gas companies had not done, they raised at once 
their charges to the public. This created some opposition, an appeal was 
made to the Legislature, and a committee was appointed, of which, as he be- | 
lieved, Sir Thomas Freemantle was chairman. After due inquiry a report |, 
emanated from that committee, in which Sir Thomas Freemantle recom- | | 
mended that in no case should the companies be entitled to increase their | | 
charges beyond 26 per cent. upon what they were before. But no legislative | | 
action took place upon that report, but subsequently, an outcry having been | | 
raised as to the purity of the water supplied by the companies, a bill was 
introduced. || 

Sir G. C. Lewis said he did not ask for a history of that inquiry, but} 
—— if legislation took place it was at the instance of the companies or | 
the public. 

Mr. Burke said it was at the instance of the public, so far that complaints | 
of the purity of the water supplied were made, and a commission was insti- | 
tuted and a report was made, and upon that a bill was brought in. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: Who brought that in? 

Mr. Burke said it was brought in in the nature of a private bill, but at 
the instance of the Government. In 1851 a committee sat upon the bill, Sir 
James Graham being the chairman. The object of that bill was to compel all ' 
the companies to amalgamate their undertakings, and to supply from some | 
pure source at a given charge. That bill was contested strongly by the com- 
panies, both sides were heard, and the bill was rejected. But the next year 
the Government ee in another bill confining it simply to the sanitary | 
question, and that bill passed. | 

Mr. Russe. said he might state, on the authority of Mr. Baxter, that the | 
Government measure was abandoned, and that afterwards a bill was brought | 
in, the companies agreeing to take their supply from above Teddington Lock. | 

Mr. Burke said he believed the companies were obliged to have separate | 
bills to enable them to take the necessary land above Teddington Lock. | 
The bill which he had in his hand bore upon the face of it that it was a pub- | 
lic ‘ied was as to the constant supply, and did not deal with rights, 
at all. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: There was simultaneous private legislation ? 

Mr. Burke said there was to this extent, that some companies were obliged | 
to go to Parliament with reference to the removal of their sources of- supply | 
and to raise capital. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: Then one may say, as far as this precedent applies, it 
seems to be of this nature—there was pressure on the part of the public for 
an amendment of the water supply, the Government took up the question, | | 
and, in consequence of their interference, some alterations in the private Acts || 
of the companies did take place. 

Mr. Burke: Then comes the question, inasmuch as that legislation did 
take place after inquiry, are the two cases analagous, and has such a case 
been made out in reference to the gas companies as would justify the Govern- 
ment interfering in the matter. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: That was the question which I asked the deputation 
that came here. 

Mr. Burke: If you dissect the object of those gentlemen it resolves itself 
into a question of money. 

Sir. G. C. Lewis: Everything resolves itself into a question of money in | 
one sense. 

Mr. Burke said, in one sense it did, but these gentlemen were unreason- | 
able. They sought to establish among all the gas companies of London a 
uniformity of charge, the maximum of which was to be fixed by the scale at | 
present adopted by the companies, without allowing them any margin for a | 
rise—at least that was what he judged from their own representations in the 
papers. He was not sure that they did not go further than that, and say. 
that, inasmuch as the companies were now we = 4s, 6d. they should | 
never be allowed to charge more than 4s, 6d., whatever increased cost of | | 
manufacture they might be subject to—as, for instance, the price of coal, | 
labour, freight. Further than that, he might give one single item upon || 
which the companies were under apprehension of a large additional burden) 
being imposed upon them. These gentlemen, while they were seeking to 
limit the charges of the gas companies, were increasing their rating to al 
fearful extent. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: You mean the rates charged upon their pipes. Are 
they rated ? 

Mr. Burke: They are rated to an enormous extent. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: What, the underground pipes ? 

Mr. Burke: Yes, the underground pipes ; and the parishes are seeking to 
establish this principle—viz., that every company is to be rated according to 
the rental which a person would give for their pipes with the good-will at- 
tached. That is to say, if any company, by running great risk and exercising 
great skill, has got together a business worth £10,000 a year, another person 
would be willing to pay them that sum for it, and, therefore, they are to be 
rated upon that amount. 
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_ Sir G. C. Lewis: The principle of rating you know very well is, what is 
it worth to let from year to year. 

Mr. Burke: That is the principle which has been applied hitherto. All 
I can say is, that if the principle for which these gentlemen contend should 
prevail, it will at once raise the rates of the company which I represent to 
the extent of £20,000 per annum. 

_ Sir G. C. Lewis: I do not understand the principle. Are the pipes con- 
sidered part of the realty? Do you hold the soil through which they pass? 

Mr. Burke: There is no realty—we have only an easement. But, in the 
case of gas and water-pipes, the law allows them to be rated because there is 
a beneficial occupation, 

Sir G. C. Lewis: In water companies I know they do. 

Mr. Burke: While they are seeking to raise our rates to the extent of 
£20,000 a year, it would be altogether unfair to suppose we should go on 
charging simply at the present rate, though our dividend would be so largely 
decreased, 

Sir G. C. Lewis: If there is an additional tax, of course it must fall upon 
the consumer. 

Mr. Burke: But how can it fall upon the consumer unless we raise our 
charges ? 

Sir G. 0. Lewis: Just so. 

_ Mr. Burke: They seek to prevent it falling upon the consumer by having 
it declared in their bill that the companies shall, under no circumstances, 
raise the price of gas. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: I think this is rather an argument against the particular 
maximum which they take. What I wish to hear from you is, whether you 
object to the principle altogether—whether you object to any alteration ? 

r. BuRKE stated the circumstances connected with the passing of the 
Imperial Company’s Act in 1854, and urged that, in the face of the clauses 
then mutually agreed to as to price and quality, the parishes were seeking to 
— that arrangement. 

Sir G. C. Lewis : Substantially they are trying to reduce your price. 

Mr. Burke proceeded to inform the Home Secretary of the steps taken last 
year to obtain a committee of inquiry in the House of Commons, and denied 
the statements made by the consumers’ deputation as to the constitution of 
that committee, but was interrupted by 

Sir G. C. Lewis, who said: What you are now stating does not seem to me 
to touch the substantial part of the question. What I understood them to say 
is, that there is a grievance on the part of the consumers, and that they are 
very dissatisfied with the present supply of gas; that the quality is bad, and 
the price is high. They say they have made out a case before the committee 
of the House of Commons, that they have offered you fair terms, and that you 
have rejected them. What I want to know, therefore, is whether you say 
the quality of the gas is good, that the price is moderate, and that they have 
not made out their case, and also whether you will or will not accept their 
propositions. The constitution of the committee is beside the question. 





\| r. BurKE: I was going to say that, inasmuch as the Government ap- 
|| pointed five independent members to serve on that committee, we shall be 


willing to be judged by those five whether there was any case made out by 
the other side. It would be impossible for me to tell what impression was 
made upon those gentlemen by the ex parte statements which they heard, 
and therefore I say-——— 

Sir G. C. Lewis: You say they made no report ? 

Mr. Burke said they did not, but they published all the evidence. It was 
stated that they made no report because of the conflicting elements in the 
committee; but that was mot the fact, nor was that occasion the only one 
on which the consumers had the opportunity of making out their case. . [The 
learned gentleman recapitulated the facts which he had brought before Mr. 
Milner Gibson. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: It is of no use, when persons come here and say they 
have a grievance, for me to say—‘‘ You ought to have gone before the select 
committee.” They say they have a grievance; what I want to know is, 
whether you deny that grievance. That is the essential point; this is all 
skirmishing. 

Several members of the deputation deaied the existence of the alleged 
grievances. 

Mr. Burke quoted from Mr. Hughes’s evidence before the select committee 
last year to prove that the leading witness on the part of the consumers 
admitted that the public were satisfied with the price and illuminating 
power of the gas supplied. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: You see, here is a body of men who are promoting a 
bill; they say they represent the vestries, and that they have a grievance. 
They make certain statements to me, and what I want to know is, whether 
you deny them. It is of no use quoting a single statement from the evidence 
given in the House; what do you say on your own behalf? 

Mr. Burke: We say that in 1854 there wasa certain illuminating standard 
given, and we have always exceeded that, so that we have not infringed our 
Act of Parliament. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: That they did not dispute. In the first place, I suppose 
there is no doubt that the town has been divided into districts ? 

Mr. Burke: There is no doubt about that. 

Sir 7 C. Lewis: Was that contemplated when the original Acts were 

assed 
, Mr. Burke: Yes. Many years ago, the Government under Sir Robert 
Peel recommended that London should be districted. In point of fact, 
| nothing could be more injurious to the public and the gas companies than 
| that there should be a multiplication of pipes in the street. ; 
Sir G.C. Lewis: I quite agree. I do not say that there is any objection to 





it, but I ask whether the Acts contemplated it. 

Mr. BurKE: Many of the companies have always enjoyed a monopoly in 
their districts, and the only case of excessive charge which the consumers 
| produced was in a district in which no such monopoly, but rather a strong 
| competition, exists. The question is, therefore, whether these gentlemen 
have suffered in any degree by the districting arrangements. Now nearly 
| all our companies are subject to the provisions of the Gas Companies’ Act. 
| Sir G. ©. Lewis: The Consolidation Act ? 
| Mr. Burke: Yes, which was passed in 1847. 
| Sir G. C. Lewis: That is to say it is standing in the statute-book, but it 
| does not apply if it is not adopted. 
| Mr. Burke stated the provisions of that Act, and also what had been the 
| effect of the Legislature refusing to incorporate a new competing company in 
| Liverpool, That effect, he said, which had resulted from the prevention of 
waste of capital there would result here also. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: What the persons who came here said was this—they 
said by this plan of dividing the town into districts you are enabled to obtain 
a virtual monopoly ; that the — of competition ceased to operate as 
between the different companies, and, therefore, you are able to fix your own 
price ; and they said that, either through the quality of the gas not being 
good, or the price being high, they had substantially to pay at an excessive 
rate. They said they had gone before Parliament with a private bill which 
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they themselves had promoted, but, owing to London having been divided 
into a number of parishes, and the vestries not having money for the purpose 
of promoting a bill, they were dependent a upon private subscriptions. 
They felt a difficulty, therefore, in promoting their bill, and, in consequence, 
asked the assistance of the Government, which they said was the only public 
body which could interfere in a matter affecting the whole metropolis. What 
I want to know from you is, whether you altogether dispute their statements; 
whether you say the principle of competition has not been set aside contrary 
to the intention of the Legislature; that you charge a moderate price; that 
your quality is good; and that, at all eyents, you are not prepared to come 
to any agreement with the parties. 

Mr. Burke: I will meet all these points. As to competition having 
ceased, that is true; but Parliament in none of the Acts provided that com- 
petition should continue, and what could possibly have prevented the com- 
panies coalescing at any time ? 

Sir G. C. Lewis: If Parliament allows several companies to establish 
themselves in London, contemplating the continuance of competition between 
them, in one sense they may be said to have provided for it. 

Mr. Burke: Certainly the company which I represent was not established 
for the pur of competition. — are the largest company in London, 
and have om had a monopoly with the sanction of the vestries. In no 
part of our district were we established for the purpose of competition, most 
unquestionably, 

Sir G. C. Lewis: And you think when these various private Acts were 
passed, the Legislature had not in contemplation the possibility of competi- 
tion between the companies ? 

Mr. Burke: I am stating this with reference to my own company. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: When Parliament pass a bill of this sort they think that 
the public will have security from some source or other. If they do not fix a 
maximum they generally look for that security in competition, The ques- 
tion is, in what quarter did they look for security here? There was some- 
thing in the mind of the Legislature on the subject. 

Mr. Burke: I may state, for my own company, we never contemplated 
competition, and in the largest part of our district have never had any. In 
1854 Parliament fixed the price at which our gas should be sold and the illu- 
minating power we were to supply, and that was done with the approbation 
of the vestries. It is for those vestries to show that the Act has been in the 
slightest degree infringed. 

Sir G. C, Lewis: That is not alleged. They do not say that you have 
acted illegally. 

_ Mr. Burke: No, but what they want to make out is that they are placed 
in a worse position. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: By reason of the districting. 

Mr. Burke: But I say they are protected by the clauses in the Act. 

Mr. Beck (deputy-chairman of the Chartered Company): Perhaps I 
should state, as representing the Chartered Company, which was the first 
that obtained an Act of Parliament, that we had the right to go all over 
London. Other companies afterwards came in, and separate districts were 
— them by Parliament out of our district and we were limited, which 
clearly shows that other companies were not let in for the sake of competi- 
tion. Their districts were carved out of ours, and they were not allowed to 
come into that part which was left to us. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: According to that statement there was no possibility of 
competition. 

Mr. RusseLL: That was the case. Sir William Congreve was appointed to 
arrange the districts. 

Mr. Beck: I may state that the companies which were in competition 
afterwards were at work ten or twelve years before they went to Parliament. 
They got the consent of the vestries to lay down pipes by consenting to 
reduce the charge for the public lights. Afterwards they got Acts of Par- 
liament, but there was no Act giving competing powers. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: The whole groundwork of the case on the other side is, 
that the districting is contrary to the intention of the Legislature, and that 
it was not contemplated when the Acts were passed. 

Mr. Gray: The contrary was insisted upon by Sir William Congreve in 
1823. We had a long correspondence with Mr. Hobhouse, at the instiga- 
tion of Sir Robert, then Mr. Peel, and they forced upon us the districting 
which they now condemn, the reason assigned being that it was for the public 
convenience. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: The Government do not condemn it. I have never ex- 
pressed an opinion one way or the other. 

Mr. Gray: We received the assurance from Sir William Congreve that if 
we agreed to the districting the Government would bring in a bill to com- 
plete the arrangement. The bill was brought in, but not proceeded with.* 











* The views entertained by the Government at that period will be best understood 
by a reference to a portion of the correspondence which took place between the City 
Gas Company and Sir William Congreve. The Act 57 Geo. IIL., c. 23, vested certain 
powers in the Secretary of State for the due inspection of gas-works, and under 
that statute Sir William Congreve was appointed to examine the stations and works 
of the City Gas Company. Several letters in consequence passed between him and 
the directors in reference to the internal arrangement and management of their 
concern, and on the 2nd of May, 1823, Sir William first brought before them his 
proposition for districting the metropolis. The letter was as follows :— 

** May 2, 1823. 

*‘ Gentlemen,—You are requested to staté to me in writing, at your earliest con- 
venience, whether you have any objection, and what, to an arrangement which it is 
proposed to make for the regulation of the boundaries of the different gaslight com- 
panies, by which each company shall be secured in the exclusive possession of those 
districts or limits which they now have a right to light by Act of Parliament, observ- 
ing that where the mains, &c., of your company and those of any other company 
may be intermixed by mutually crossing each others’ boundaries, those properties 
shall be equitably exchanged, value for value, so as to form a regular district or 
arondissement for each company, on the principle of present rights where the 
boundaries are now distinct, and of equitable exchange where they happen to be 
intermixed. You will have the goodness to specify what you consider to be the 
extent of your present right of lighting, as granted by Act of Parliament; and I 
have further to state to you that it is desirable that all attempts for the extension of 
right by any bill now pending in Parliament, or by any contemplated bill to be 
brought in, should be suspended for the present. 

‘Iam, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
** WILLIAM CONGREVE, 

*¢ To the Directors of the City of London Gaslight and Coke Company.’’ 

On the 12th of May, 1823, he again wrote— 

*¢ Gentlemen,—Having arranged the boundary line between the London Gaslight 
and Coke Company and the Imperial Gaslight and Coke Company, on the principles 
laid down in my circular letter—of which a copy was transmitted to you on the 
2nd instant—and as it is very important to settle all such preliminary matters by an 
amicable understanding, previous to the bringing into Parliament a bill for the 
regulation of all the gas companies, I have to propose to you that a deputation from 
your company shall meet a deputation from the London Company for this purpose 
on Wednesday next, the 14th instant, at twelve o’clock, at my house, No 13, Cecil 
Street, Strand—a proposition to which the London Company has acceded. 

** Tam, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 
“© WittIAM CONGREVE. 











‘‘ To the Directors of the City of London Gaslight and Coke Company.” 
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Mr. Burke: The question, then, is—Have they established a grievance ? 
They say they fear one will arise; but they have shown none, while we 
show that they have an advantage in not having the pavements broken up, 

Sir G. C. Lewis: They assert that they pay too much. 

Mr. Burke: They do not pay more than they did. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: It is not as if I were a select committee here in myself ; 
I merely hear a primd facie case. The grievance they assert is, that they 
Pay too much. 

fr. Burke: But supposing they do not pay more than before the district- 
ing took place, what ground have they for legislation on that point? and 
they cannot show anything of the kind. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: It is self-evident that, if anything, the price should be 
lower, if possible. But I cannot judge anything from that. I cannot try 
the merits of the case. I only want to know what you state. You entirely 
dispute their statements ? 

r. BuRKE: Entirely. 

Mr. Beck: We state distinctly that London never was so cheaply or so 
well supplied as at present. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: That is not the question. The question is, whether the 
present prices are reasonable. 

— : There is another question—Are the companies getting too much 
profit? 

Mr. Burke: We find you are sought to be influenced by statements which 
we think are wrong, and our object is to show you, as far as we can, b 
| statements supported by argument, that no case has been made. Wit 
| reference to price, I base my argument upon this: if the price was exorbitant, 
we should be able to pay exorbitant dividends; but if you find that no com- 
pany in London are paying the dividend which Parliament contemplated, 
surely that is an indication that they are not charging too much. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: Yes, that is an important argument. 

Mr. Burke: There was one thing which we thought they did appear to 
| have made a point of. They charged us with using imperfect meters. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: But now the oe has been altered, 











The directors at that time foreseeing no probable benefit from the proposed district- 
ing arrangements, and regarding the whole matter as an interference with the 
rights acquired by their charter, declined the proffered interview in the following 
note :— ** May 13, 1823. 

‘* Sir,—I am directed by the committee of management of these works to acknow- 
| ledge the receipt of your communications to them of the 2nd, 6th, and 12th instant, 
| and to inform you, in reply, that no additional Acts of Parliament have been obtained 
| by the City of London Gaslight and Coke Company since its first incorporation in 

ay, 1817; and, with regard to the proposals respecting an interchange of district 
with the London Company, they are of opinion that no alteration is necessary to be 
gone into as to the district they already light, the extent of which is marked on the 
plan forwarded to you in February last, which district they are fully able to supply 
with gas to the satisfaction of all parties concerned. They therefore beg leave to 
| —,- honour of meeting you at No. 13, Cecil Street, for the purposes pro- 
|| posed, 
|| On the 19th of May, 1823, Sir William Congreve wrote the annexed letter to the 

| directors, pointing out what he conceived to be the benefits of the proposed system, 
| and answering the objections which they had made to his recommendations, and had 
|| circulated, in the form of a pamphlet, at the doors of the House of Commons :— 

| ** May 19, 1823. 

** Gentlemen,—I cannot but imagine that you must be quite mistaken as to the 
|| object of the conference which was proposed to you the other day, and which cer- 
| , tainly, if rightly comprehended, must be deemed a benefit to the companies them- 
|| selves, while it is calculated to avoid much inconvenience and nuisance now endured 
| by the public from the plurality of mains belonging to different companies now 
| passing through the same streets. The intended arrangement goes, in fact, to 
|secure to you unmolested the full benefit of all you now possess, without the 

danger of being deprived of this possession, either by the caprice of your custo- 
|mers or by the exertions of successful rivals; it concentrates your operations, 
| instead of their remaining in their present scattered state, where in many cases 

you are obliged to provide a large main for the sake of securing half a dozen 
| lights, with the probability of that number never increasing, and always with the 
| liability of its decreasing ; while in the new arrangement, wherever your mains 

are to run, you are insured the whole trade, and that trade an increasing one, 
‘as the value of the gaslights becomes more and more understood; in short, it 
| gives you a complete monopoly over the whole district secured to you, whereas 
{at present you hold neither district nor trade but as far as you are successful in 
| competition with other speculators, who may, from many circumstances not within 
| your own control, be able to undersell you. Now, in return for this beneficial 

privilege which the new Act will grant you (for it is one of those rare instances 
| where not only all the existing competitors for the supply of the public are to derive 
| advantage, but the public also are to be benefited)—in return, I say, for this, all 
| that is required of you is to supply your district with good gas for a certain fair 
| price, to be calculated and fixed by the consent of all parties, which price will at all 
| times be open to fresh adjustment, according to the existing state of things. Now, 
gentlemen, I have not only to state to you that all the other companies have come 
into the views of the Government on this subject, but that they are all satisfied of 
| the general benefit of it; and, indeed, I am at a loss to understand how it could be 
| otherwise. At all events, it can hardly be expected that a general rule to which 

four companies out of five have so readily—nay, I may say so gladly—acceded, can be 
| interrupted on the part of the fifth. But if, indeed, any specific objection does exist 
| on the part of your company, it is open to you to state it, that, if possible, a remedy 
|may be found by previous amicable discussion and arrangement. I am aware, in- 
| deed, that some parts of my — press more heavily on your company than they 
| may on others, and I observe the stress that is laid on these points to which I have 
alluded; but it is not my fault that your gasometers are some of them double the 

| size of those of any other company. After a report from the Royal Society limiting 
| these gasometers to 6000 cubic feet, the fault and risk of making them of 40,000 
|eubie feet is your own; and I think the measure of limiting them to 20,000 cubic 
| feet, which I have proposed, cannot be considered a very harsh one, with such au- 
thority to rest upon. Iam also aware of the very contracted state of your present 
| premises. With respect to this point, however, I am sorry to say that I think 
| the situation altogether an unfit one for such works, in the very ) Som of such 
|a neighbourhood as Fleet Street. Even as far as your own interests are concerned, 
| any serious damage done in such a neighbourhood must be ruinous to your company, 
| and it would therefore, on all accounts (your own as well as that of the public), be 

| advisable that your dépot of gas should be divided, and that you should have ground 

for a second set of works on the northern side of the town, at the extremity of some of 

| your present mains. By the time the picture of the territory you will possess by the 
| hew arrangement, in virtue of your present rights, is filled up—to use the technical 
| expression—you will find good employment fora second station, and two stations are 
| the least that any company ought to possess on other grounds, public as well as 
| private, beyond those which are here particularly expressed. Thus, if any serious 

|| accident were to happen to your present works, not having a second station, your 
| | district must for a very considerable period be lighted with gas supplied from some 
| | or all of the neighbouring companies, much of course to your own loss. I have now 
|| only toadd that I shall be prepared in a few days to point out to you a specific plan 
|| by which I conceive this desirable arrangement of distinct districts may be effected 
|| with advantage to yourself as well as to your neighbours, on which you will find me 
|| ready to attend to any remarks or alterations which you may wish to propose, re- 
| peating that the basis of this arrangement will be that of present possession, or se- 
| 





| 
| 
| 








curing to you the exclusive and undisturbed completion of all within your boundary, 
|| so to be assigned, and all exchange of grounds, being calculated value for value on 
|| present rentals. On this, however, as on any other point, I shall be glad to receive 
| any specific observation you may have to make, having but one object in view, the 
| public benefit, directed by a liberal and equitable regard to the preservation and even 

to the improvement of private interests.—I am, gentlemen, your most obedient 
| servant, ** WiLL1AM CONGREVE. 
** To the Directors, City of London Gaslight and Coke Company.’’ 
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Mr. Burke: I do not know that they have raised wr other point. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: What I have stated to you was the substance of what 
they stated tome. They complained of the districting as contrary to the in- 
tention of the Legislature, and that through it you have been enabled to 
obtain a virtual monopoly, and have been able to charge excessive rates. 
They said they went to Parliament last session to remove this evil, and to 

rotect themselves. Assuming their statement to be correct, and that they 

ave a grievance, I think it is natural that the separate parishes of London 
should find a difficulty in managing a bill of that sort before a select com- 
mittee. But the question which f asked them was, whether the grievance 
had been admitted or proved. It appears, at all events, that it is not ad- 
mitted ; and it can only be said to be proved by the evidence of those persons 
who went before the committee. There is no report of the committee. 

Mr. Burke: There is no report of a committee, and I ventured to say at 
the outset that we were willing to be judged by the opinions of the inde- 

ndent members of that committee that no case had been made out. We 
oe never had an opportunity of oe | heard; they produced their own wit- 
nesses, but none of ours were examined, and yet upon their ex parte evidence 
we are willing to be judged. I will conclude by saying that if you should 
think a case has been made out for your interference, we are prepared un- 
questionably to meet the Government in the most perfectly fair and friendly 
spirit, and endeavour to settle the matter to the satisfaction of all parties. 

ut we contend that, while we are liable to competition every day of the 
week, nothing would be more unfair than to interfere with our Acts of Par- 
liament, provided that we have not infringed them, On the other hand, if 
it is admitted, as it is by the delegates, that the districting is a benefit, then, 
if Parliament thinks it necessary to continue it, they will give us pro- 
tection against any intrusion from other companies, and deal with us on the 
principle of equivalents. As to the propositions of the delegates, we can only 
Judge of them by the bill which they introduced. Last session they brought 
in a bill so utterly obnoxious, so entirely one of pains and penalties, that, 
considering it as an indication of their views, we could not meet them at 
And I have no hesitation in saying that, looking at the notice they have 
given for the ensuing session, the companies will have great difficulty in 
meeting them, as it is so fraught with injustice. If the Government will 
take it up, we shall be happy to meet the Government, and enter into any 
inquiry as to illuminating power, &c. If, upon general principles, the Go- 
vernment are prepared to say that one set of pipes in a district are sufficient, 
we shall be prepared, on being secured that, to meet the Government on per- 
fectly fair terms. 

Mr. Henry (Secretary to the Imperial Company) said, as a matter of fact 
the Chartered, the City, and the Ratcliff Companies, with a variety of others, 
had their Acts on the express understanding that they were to confined 
to one district, and there was to be no interference with their Pipes in that 
district ; therefore Parliament set out by legislating for the districting. 
They then passed the Gas Clauses Act, and insisted upon the introduction of 
it in every bill that came before them. That Act limited the company’s 
dividends to 10 per cent., and provided the power which the delegates sought 
for lodging accounts with the clerk of the peace and for their examination by 
auditors to be paid by the companies if their accounts were incorrect. Sub- 
sequently to that, in 1854, Lord Llanover attended for the vestries when the 
Imperial Gas Bill was before Parliament, and added three or four clauses 
with reference to the purity of the gas to be supplied and the standard of 
illuminating power, and they left the committee professing themselves to be 
willing to give evidence in the company’s favour. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: What is the date of the Consolidation Act? 

Mr. Henry: 1847. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: Then the Acts before that, I presume, had no limitation ? 

Mr. Henry: No limitation; but when companies now go to Parliament 
they have that Act incorporated with their bill. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: Well, gentlemen, of course you are aware that the 
general rule of Government is, that they do not interfere with local legisla- 
tion—that they always abstain from using their influence in one way or 
other. Even when private bills are discussed in the House—though some- 


times obliged to do it—they generally refrain from interfering, and it is || 


always with a great deal of reluctance and reserve that they take part in the 
House in matters of private legislation. Therefore you see the disposition of 
the Government is not to interfere in questions of this sort. Then I must 
tell you that the duties of the Government are so various, that it would be 
utterly impossible, if they wished it, that they should interfere in questions 
of this kind. But there is something, no doubt, peculiar in the metropoli 
in the absence of any municipality or of any command of funds which Soult 
enable the parishes, in the case of any grievance to the 
appear before a committee of the House of Commons. 
have stated shows that, if there is to be any legislative action in this matter, 
the only course would be to appoint another select committee to inquire, and 
that the parties should appear before that committee as on a private bill. 
The question has not arrived at such a state of settlement as would justify 
the Government interfering in, as I may say, an authoritative manner, 
seeking to influence by their opinion one side or the other. But if it should 
— that any intermediate arrangement can be come to, I should have no 
objection to ask the opposite party—those who represent the consumers— 
whether they would be willing to make any proposition to you which should 
be something less than what is contained in their bill. If they would place 
that in my handsI could form some opinion upon it, and if I thought it 
worthy of consideration I should have no objection to submit it to you, and 
you might give me your opinion upon it. I merely throw out that sugges- 
tion, and if it is a course which you think might lead to any useful result, I 
have no objection to communicate with the gentlemen who came here the 
other day. If not, and if you are disposed to stand upon your rights and 
begin a war of select committees, I have nothing to do but to let things take 
their course. 

Mr. Burke said he could assure the right honourable baronet that the 
companies were not disposed to meet the question factiously. 

Sir G. C, Lewis: I do not say factiously, but when gentlemen’s interests 
- Ne stake they have a right to defend themselves. I do not find fault 
with you. 

Mr. BurkE said, considering that there were many millions of money in- 
vested in these companies on the faith of the Acts of Parliament under which 
they were incorporated, he did not hesitate to say that they had viewed 
with alarm the interference of those who sought to limit their profits for 
their own advantage. At the same time they all felt that if the Government 
were to interfere in the matter it would be done in a much fairer manner 
than by individuals, He believed he was right in expressing to the right 
honourable baronet the thanks of all present for the offer he had made, and 
also their acquiescence in it. 

Sir G. C. Lewis: Of course I cannot have any interest one way or the 
other, but I think in general it is not well for Government to interfere 
unless they can do so for some good purpose. I, therefore, merely mentioned 
it to you if you think it likely to have any beneficial result, but you will ob- 


ublic at large, to 





owever, what you | | 





























696 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 











[ Dec. 20, 1859. 





serve that I have no interest in the matter, and have not the smallest objec- 
tion to your refusing it. 
After some remarks from Mr, RicHArps, expressive of his concurrence in 

the proposition, 

Sir G. C. Lewis said: I cannot make terms. I can only communicate 
with them, and ask them what offer they will make. 

_ Mr. Burke suggested that any legislation should be based upon a recogni- 
tion of the principle of districting. 
__ Sir G. C. Lewis said he did not pretend to understand the matter in all 
its bearings, as he had not gone into it. It appeared to him that the prin- 
ciple of districting was a sound one; at the same time he thought it ought to 
be guarded in some manner. He understood that the result of the interview 
was, that he should communicate with the gentlemen on the other side, and 
when he received anything from them he would let the deputation know. 


WESTMINSTER DISTRICT BOARD OF WORKS. 

The Ordinary Meeting of the Board was held at the Offices, Great Smith 
Street, on Friday, the 9th inst.—Mr. Gopson in the chair, 

Mr. Jess, the clerk, having read the minutes of the last meeting, 

Mr. Huaues complained that, in his absence, a resolution adopted by the 
the board in reference to the supply of gas to the public lamps by meter had 
been rescinded in an irregular manner. It appeared from the minutes just 
read that, instead of carrying out the original proposition, the board had 
instructed the committee of works to enter into a contract with the gas com- 
panies upon the best arrangement they could make. They had previously 
distinctly affirmed that they would not consent to the terms demanded by 
the companies, but would be treated as every private consumer was. 

Several members stated that they did not so understand the resolution 
referred to. 

Mr. Hueues insisted that the board had affirmed the proposition that, in 
duty to the ratepayers, they were bound to take the supply for the public 
lamps by meter, and that by their instruction to the committee of works 
they virtually rescinded that resolution. By reference to the numbers who 
voted on that occasion he found that there was not the clear majority of 
two-thirds required by the Act, and therefore the first resolution must be 
considered as still standing. - 

Mr. Rocers (solicitor to the board) said Mr. Hughes’s motion, which was 
carried on the 4th of November, was a proposition to do something, ‘‘ even 
if required to burn by meter.” 

Mr. Pocock took the same view that Mr. Hughes did as to the position of 
the board, but thought the proper time to discuss the subject would be when 
the committee reported what arrangement they had come to with the gas 
companies. 

After a long conversation, Mr. Morris moved that the board proceed to 
the first business on the paper. 

Mr. CLARKE seconded the motion, which was carried. 

The CLERK read the report of the committee of works, which stated that, 

eeably to instructions, they had conferred with the directors of the 
Chartered and Equitable Gas Companies, and, having agreed upon the terms 
and conditions of the proposed contract, they had instructed the solicitor to 
prepare the same, to be submitted to the board for their approval. The 
solicitor’s report set out the correspondence which had taken place on the 
subject, and also the heads of the contracts, which are as follows :—The con- 
tract to be for one year certain, from Christmas, 1859, to Christmas, 1860. 
The streets to be lighted with coal gas, beginning half an hour before sunset 
or sunrise, and finishing half an hour after sunset or sunrise. The lamps to 
be lighted with coal gas, each burner giving an illuminating power equal to 
not less than 10 sperm candles, each candle burning at the rate of 120 grains 

r hour. A penalty of 10s. per night, or part of a night, in case of default 
in lighting, &c., except in cases of default arising from inevitable causes or 
accident. Penalties not to be deducted from the rent due to the company. 
The charges to be at the rate of £4. 5s. per lamp for the Chartered Company, 
and £4. 2s, 6d. for the Equitable Company. In case of the companies being 
prevented from lighting by reason of any strike of the workmen, whereby 
the company would be unable to carry out the contract, the company shall 
not be liable to penalty, but | shall take every means in their power for 
lighting the district with gas, oil, or some other sufficient mode of lighting, 
and shall allow a deduction in respect thereof. Should any dispute arise as 
to the terms and conditions of the contract, or the construction of any clause, 
matter, or thing therein, or as to the amount claimed in respect of penalties 
incurred or damages sustained, the same to be referred to arbitration, in 
manner provided by the Companies Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845. In all 
other respects the contract to be similar to the existing contract. 

The letter of the Chartered Company, conveying their assent to the pro- 
posed contract, stated that the directors, having tendered for three years 
certain, would have felt justified in charging £4. 7s. 6d. per light, as the 
board decided to reduce the term to one year; and because they had not done 
80, they desired it to be understood that this must not be drawn into a pre- 
cedent for future occasions. 

The Equitable Company stated that they had been induced to accept the 
contract with the objectionable clauses as to laying new mains and the 10s. 
penalty, with the view of exhibiting their desire to maintain a cordial 
understanding with the board; but their doing so must not be considered a 
precedent for any future contract. 

Mr. Lownves moved and Mr. CLarKE seconded a motion to the effect that 
the contracts be approved and adopted. 

Mr. Hueues objected to the resolution, because, as he said, it was distinctly 
at variance with the instructions given to the committee of works. They 
were charged to carry out the resolution of the 4th of November, and no 
other. They had, therefore, no power to enter into a contract on any dif- 
ferent terms. But here they came forward with a contract containing all the 
old stipulations, which had been shown over and over again to be unjust to 
the parish. They gave up all control over the quantity of gas supplied, and 
the company might use just whatever burners they pleased. ‘The conse- 

uence would be that, instead of supplying 12,000 feet a year, according to 
the contract, they would, as experience showed, supply only about 7000. 
Would any gentleman present, as a private consumer, allow a gas company 
to supply him without meter, and then charge a lump sum forthe gas burned. 
No gentleman, however ignorant he might be of the details of the gas ques- 
tion, would consent to anything so monstrous. And yet, if the report now 
presented were affirmed, the board, who were consumers to the extent of 
£5000 per annum, would be thus left entirely to the mercy of the gas com- 
pany, without the slightest control over quantity, quality, or anything else, 
except light—and could any human being tell what that was? He had seen 
a statement in print by the engineer of the Chartered Company, in which it 
was boldly affirmed that it could be done, and in which those who differed 
with him were charged with ignorance or incapacity. He (Mr. Hughes) 
would like to see Mr. Evans do it. He decidedly objected to this resolution 
_ | ee the committee had done what the board had not authorized 

em to do. 














Mr. Penn reminded Mr. Hughes that he was not present at the last meet- 
ing of the board, when the committee of works were instructed to make the 
best arrangement they could for the next twelve months. 


Mr. CLARKE thought that, taking all things into consideration, the board | | 
had adopted the best course in order to settle the most vexed question that | | 


perhaps had ever had to be dealt with. The contract was only for one bys 
and the only clause in it to which he objected was that which allowed the 
company to open the streets as they ple He would put it to Mr. Hughes 
whether it would be worth while for the board to go to the expense of 
meters, when without doubt an Act of Parliament would be passe 
next session which would remedy all the evils they now complained of. His 
earnest hope was that when the question came before Parliament it would 
be settled in a manner as satisfactory to the companies as to the parishes. 

Mr. Pocock agreed with Mr. Clarke that it was a very disagreeable ques- 
tion, and that it was well got rid of for the present, but he thought the board 
were a little out of order in their mode of proceeding. He would therefore 
move a formal resolution, to suspend for the present the order for making 
arrangements to take gas by meter. 

The CHAIRMAN said the Home Secretary asked the deputation from the 
vestries to show him a case in which they had- been injured by the conduct 
of the companies. Now, this board would have been prepared, beyond all 
question or doubt, to show that they had a grievance if they had followed 
up the resolution of the 4th of November. Whether it were prudent to go 
back and act upon that decision, was matter for consideration. 

Mr. MaLLock approved of the report of the committee. By the end of 
next year he had no doubt that mutual concessions would be made, and satis- 
factory arrangements come to with the companies. As to taking gas by 
meter for the public lamps, he could assure the board that the ratepayers 
were completely astounded at the proposition, and that when it was known 
that the proposal to spend £3000 or £4000 in that way had been postponed 
by the board they were delighted at the result. There really was no neces- 
sity for that expenditure, for, whether owing to the exertions of the delegates 
or some new conscientiousness on the part of the companies, it was clear to 
him that they were now burning at the rate of 4 feet per hour, instead of 2, 
which the company were only bound to supply. 

Mr. Lownpes said the opinion of the last meeting was, that it was de- 
sirable to come to a settlement with this question, for, while they were fight- 
ing to the teeth with the company, it was evident no good could come of it. 
The board felt that, if fighting were to be the order of the day, it would be 
better to fight the gas companies in the House of Commons. As to themeter 
question, he could only say that he had been asked by members of an adjoin- 
ing board whether they intended to adopt so absurd a course, and run the 
parish to such an enormous expense, when the gas question would in all pro- 
bability be satisfactorily settled next session. 

The motion was then put, and carried by a majority of 11 to 2, and the 
seal of the board was affixed to the contracts. 

Mr. Hueues, in answer to a question, said there was a most material 
difference in the present and late contracts. Now there was no quantity 
stipulated for, whereas under the old contract the companies were bound to 
supply 2} feet per hour. 

Mr CLARKE admitted that this stipulation was not in the new contract, 
but then, he said, Mr. Hughes, as a scientific man, knew that the stipulation 
was of no value, and that there was no chance in the present state of things 
of being able to tell what they did pay for. They were in a perfect fix, and 
entirely at the mercy of the companies. For Heaven’s sake, let them get the 
best light they could under existing circumstances, and 7 they could 
do in Parliament to apply a remedy. Mr. Arntz, and Mr. Hughes too, knew 
well that they did not get what they paid for, but nevertheless they were 
bound to pay 

Mr. T. ee said it must not be supposed that there was anything re- 
markable in the omission of this stipulation, for neither the Western nor the 
Equitable Companies ever contracted to give quantity or quality. Their 
contracts were always for light, not quantity of gas; and previous to the 
last contract the Chartered Company did not stipulate for it. The present, 
therefore, was a mere falling back upon the original contract. 

Mr. Gopson (the chairman) then moved, in accordance with notice— 
‘That a committee be appointed to protect the interests of this district on 
any inquiry relative to the supply of gas to the metropolis in the ensuing 
session, with power for such committee to take all requisite steps, parlia- 
mentary or otherwise, for effecting this object, and to report thereon from 
time to time to this board.’’ He said the board had heard a great deal about 
the bill being introduced and about the expenses attending it. No doubt, if 
they could get the burthen shifted on to other shoulders it would be well, but 
it was hardly likely ; and a question had been raised upon the committee’s 
report, whether they could legally charge the contribution made by the board 
upon the rates. 

Mr. Mattock said much mischief had arisen from persons going to the 
central body of delegates as representatives from this board who were not 
appointed as such. 

r. T. Horn said the delegates appointed by this board ceased to have 
any power since the 17th of June last, when it was resolved that the com- 
mittee should be reconstituted. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was quite right that that matter should now be 
set at rest, and that was the object of his motion. 

Mr. Lownpgs said he should like to know what was the position of those 
who had been acting as their delegates since the 17th of June last, and had 
been voting away their money ? 

The CHarrMAN read the resolution of the board of the 17th of June, which 
was—“ That the preparation, introduction, and prosecution of the proposed 
bill in Parliament should be under the control of the delegates representing 
parishes which subscribe rateably to the expenses thereof, and that the body 
of delegates be reconstructed, as recommended by the first-mentioned report.” 

Mr. Huaues said he would second Mr. Godson’s motion, with the view of 
eliciting the feeling of the board as to whether it was desirable they should 
join with other parishes in promoting the bill. It was time that this ques- 
tion was answered explicitly, and it must not be put off any longer. It was 
impossible that he should go through the mass of arguments which had been 
advanced, but he would mention one or two points which had been referred 
to on the question of the reconstitution of the body of delegates. The sub- 
ject was considered by the meeting at Marylebone in the most careful manner, 
and it was found that if they reconstituted the body on the principle of 
rateability they would lose some of their most valuable members. Then it 
was a most difficult thing to fix what should be the ratio of contribution ; 
and the whole thing was involved in so much perplexity, that it was almost 
impossible to know how to act, and the a thought it was better 
to goon as they were. He held in his hand a list of the contributions, 
which was in itself an answer to the objection that those who acted were not 
those who contributed. He believed that the feeling expressed by the board 
at one time had purified the body of delegates. Since then £1100 had been 
paid by the parishes, and he thought that no person had voted during the last 
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six months who had not contributed. In reference to the general question. 
whether this board should join in the inquiry, there were some facts connected 
with the parish which might help them in coming toa decision, He was quite 
prepared to admit that at this moment the cannel gas supplied by the Chartered 





as it would lead him into the consideration of a large and difficult question. He 
| | spoke now of St. Margaret’s and St. John’s, but this parish had a large interest 
||in the a gas to the hamlet, which was in the hands of the Western 

Company. He was prepared to say that, while the Chartered cannel gas was 
| 25-candle power, the gas of the Western was only 16 candles when he tried 
|| it on the previous Wednesday. He charged the Western Company with not 
|| being a cannel company, and asserted that they were making their gas with 
| half common coal and half cannel; and their gas, as tried in Piccadilly on 
|| Wednesday, was only 16 candles, with the addition of 2 per cent. of a very 
| deleterious matter. The London Company’s gas in the adjoining parish, 
| though nothing like the Chartered gas, was higher thanthe Western. In the 
|| Grosvenor district the London Company’s gas was 18 candles—he was speaking 
|| of five-feet burners. He thought when they saw this difference they ought to 
enter upon a consideration of the question, and it was not because they had 
|| good quality gas at home that they should refrain from assisting neighbouring 
1] See y in procuring an equally satisfactory ——. He could not say that 
|| he had heard many complaints in the hamlet of Knightsbridge, but in other 
parts where the Western Company’s gas was burned the complaints were 
|general. In Piccadilly, with few exceptions, they all complained of the 


| 


Company was about the best in all London. Hedid not pretend to account for it, | (“‘Hear,” and laughter.) If he (Alderman Goadsby) had ventured upon such 


| by, have afforded the inhabitants of Manchester greater facilities for consumption, 


| unjustly imposed on the 


, Western gas most thoroughly, and said that the quality had fallen off very | 


|| much since last year, and they were anxious that the quality should be de- 
|| fined all through the metropolis. He should be extremely glad if the board 
passed this resolution with the addition of the words, ‘‘ with power to attend 
the meetings of the delegates.” He believed that much good would be done 
by them, and that the present improved state of the gas supply was due to 
|the pressure which the delegates had exerted. The whole aspect of the 
| question should teach them that they ought not to drop the inquiry until the 
matter had arrived at a satisfactory issue. 
| Mr. Lownpes felt rather anxious about the matter, as it might be, if this 
was not a legal vote, they would be personally liable for the money so ex- 
|pended. He would like to know how it was that there was such a great dis- 
|| crepancy between the amounts paid by various parishes. It appeared from 
| the list that Clerkenwell paid only £10 to the £110 paid by this board. Is- 
lington, too, only subscribed £10; and Lambeth, which was an immensely large 
|| parish, only £60; while Paddington, another large parish, and Pancras also, 
|, paid only £10 each. He was not at all disposed to harness himself to parties 
|| who were so niggardly of their own purses; and he did not forget that, if 
there was any personal liability, the members of this board would have the 
| largest amount to make up. 
| Mr. Rocers said he had already given his opinion upon the point twelve 
||months ago. He then stated that for the board to subscribe towards the ex- 
|| penses going on in Parliament was illegal. The opinion of some mem- 
|bers of the board was that it was legal, and the opinion of Mr. Keene was 
|taken, which entirely confirmed his view of the matter. Other parishes had 
also taken counsels’ opinion, and with a like result; and yet they had voted 
the contributions referred to. It had been stated that Mr. Locke, the mem- 
| ber for Southwark, gave it as his reason for applying to the Government to 
interfere, that the parishes could not spend the money of the ratepayers for 
such a purpose. If the delegates entertained a contrary view, why had they 
‘not taken counsels’ opinion themselves. 
Mr. Hueues said they had done so, and Mr. Pashley, before whom the 
|| case was laid, confirmed the views they held. 
|| Mr. RoGers said the case laid before Mr. Pashley was not prepared by a 
| professional man; the most important part of the Act of Parliament was 
| omitted, and the case was not stated with the view of getting any opinion of 
the sort. He (Mr. Rogers) was still of opinion that any such subscription 
|| was wholly illegal. In answer to a question by Mr. Mallock, he stated what 
he understood to be the result of the interviews of the gas companies with 
| the Government that day. It seemed, he said, that the matter was now 
very much in Sir G, C. Lewis’s hands, to see what arrangement could be 
||come to between the companies and the parishes; and it should be a ques- 
| tion with the board whether they would irritate the matter in its present 
stage by any resolution they might adopt. 
| After a somewhat angry discussion, the motion was put and carried by a 
| majority of 11 to 4. 
| Mr. MALLock then moved that the names of the gentlemen voting for the 
‘last resolution be taken down. He protested against it as illegal, and de- 
|| clared that he, for one, would not be responsible for the consequences. The 
| bill which was to be brought in was a private bill, and nothing else, and the 
, board had no right to vote public money to promote it. 
| Mr. Pocock objected to so unusual a course. It was a most invidious pro- 
|, ceeding, and he should vote against it. 
| ‘The CHAtRMAN said he should refuse to put the motion. 
| After some discussion, in the course of w ich the solicitor was appealed to, 
| Mr. Rocers said, if the chairman refused to put the motion, it was quite 
|| competent to Mr. Mallock to insist that his protest against the last resolution 
|| should be entered on the minutes, and for this simple reason—that, if money 
, was illegally voted, every member was liable to make it good. 
| Mr. Mallock and Mr. Lowndes accordingly required the clerk to enter 
' their protests upon the minutes, 
The following gentlemen were nominated on the committee :—Messrs, 
|, Clarke, Deakin, Hughes, Godson, and Hartley. 
| There were several other questions connected with the gas supply on the 
agenda, but at this stage of the proceedings the board was counted out. 


MANCHESTER GAS AND WATER-WORKS. 

|| Ata Special Meeting of the Manchester City Council, held on Wednesday, 
iF the 6th inst., 
| The Town-CLeRK read a resolution of the Rusholme Board of Health, to 
| the effect that they saw with regret that the reduction in the price of gas 
| had been restricted to Manchester, and that their district ought to benefit by 
the reduction, especially because the gas profits were expended within the city. 

On the motion of Councillor RumMNEy, the resolution was referred to the 
gas committee. 

The Town-Cierk said the mayor had received « memorial from the Gas 
|| Consumers’ Association. 

Alderman CLARK thought it was irregular to read either this or the other 

|, document. 
|| The Town-Crerk said it would be only throwing difficulties in the way 
| of persons if the corporation did not allow memorials to be read. Gentlemen 
|| who had been entrusted with memorials had often been allowed to read them 
,|as part of their speeches. (Hear.) A notice of each council meeting was 
|| posted up outside the town-hall, and if memorials were not received, the 
||public would practicably be deprived of the opportunity of expressing an 


||0pinion upon subjects to be discussed. (‘* Hear,’’ and cries of ‘* Read.”’) 








Alderman Goapssy said this ready acquiescence in what the town-clerk 
said forcibly reminded him of the truth uttered by a Shaksperian character— 


That in the captain’s but a choleric word, 
Which in the soldier is flat blasphemy. 


a course, he would pretty soon have been brought to order. (** Hear,” 


laughter, and cries of ** Read.’’) 
The Town-CLerK said that perhaps the best answer would be to read the 
memorial. It was as follows :-- 


The members of the Gas Consumers’ Association, established by the various 
societies of tradesmen in the city of Manchester, respectfully submit that their 
attention has been called to the council’s formal notice to apply to Parliament for 
an extension of powers to appropriate the profits of gas to sustain the water-works, 
and to effect further improvements. As regards the profits from gas, your memo- 
rialists respectfully solicit your attention to the following considerations :—That 
hitherto the price of gas has not been fixed upon any principle known to your me- 
morialists; that in the opinion of your memorialists the gas consumers of this city 
ought not to be in a less favourable position with respect to the price of gas than 
if tais article were supplied by one or more private companies. Your memorialists 
aver, without fear of contradiction, that if free competition had existed, the manu- 
facturing superiority admittedly pertaining to this district would, many years gone 


and probably better and cheaper gas, than any other locality in the United Kingdom. 
That your memorialists consider any excess in the price of gas above a moderate re- 
munerative profit which might be charged by such private companies as a rate 
) s of gas for the improvement of the city and the 
relief of the occupiers and owners of property from the water-rate. That your 
memorialists, having carefully considered the reports of eminent authorities as to 
the comparative capabilities of Manchester and Liverpool, see no reason why the 
price of gas should not be at once reduced to 3s. 9d. per 1000 cubic feet within the 
city. Your memorialists believe that, as heretofore, greatly increased profits will 
shortly result, as the early history of our own gas-works abundantly proves that 
reduction, in almost every instance, has greatly increased the demand, proportion- 
ately increased the rental, and still more increased the profit. Your memorialists 
therefore respectfully request that, in considering the report of the water-works 
committee this day, nothing shall be entertained which may in any respect inter- 
fere with the immediate adoption of the prayer of your memorialists as to the reduc- 
tion of the price of gas to 3s. 9d. per 1000 cubic feet. 


Sir E. ArmMITaGE moved the adoption of the water committee’s report, from 
which the following are extracts :— 


Your committee on the 27th of October last agreed to the following resolution :— 
*« That, in the opinion of this committee, it is expedient, in case application for any 
Act of Parliament be made during the ensuing session in which the same can be 
legally introduced, that power should be obtained to enable the corporation, in case 
the cou :cil should think fit, and to the extent which may be determined by the Act, 
to continue the appropriation of a portion of the gas protits in aid of the expenses ot 
this department.” 

It is hardly necessary to direct the attention of the council to the fact that, not- 
withstanding all the difficulties with which your committee have to contend, the 
excess of the expenditure beyond the amount of the receipts considerably diminishes. 
Your committee assume that, however expended or appropriated, the gas profits 
will hereafter be considerable in amount; and, under the circumstances, it did 
appear to your committee expedient to bring before the council for special conside- 








ration the question whether in and by the proposed improvement bill power 
should or should not be obtained to appropriate for a further limited period any por- | 


tion of the gas profits in aid of the expenditure of this department. Relying upon | | 


past experience, your committee are justified in anticipating that the exigences of | 
this department will each year gradually diminish. and that in case the assistance | 





| 


| 
| 


heretofore afforded be to a much less extent continued for a few years, your com- || 


mittee may reasonably hope that the receipts will be found sufficient to meet the | 
large annual expenditure. Your committee suggest that the power to appropriate | 
the gas profits may, if the council think fit, be limited to five years, and also to the 
appropriation only of such sums as may be sufficient if any year to pay the actual 
deticiency, not in any case to exceed the sum of £10,000, under which arrangement | 
the contribution towards the expenditure of this department would each year gradu- | 
ally diminish, and, in case the anticipations of your committee be realized, would be 
found, at the expiration of the period suggested, to be no longer required ; or, in case 
it should be preferred by the council, the sum to be appropriated in aid of the ex- 
penditure of this department might be fixed in and by the Act at the sum of £10,000 
for the year 1862, to be reduced by the sum of £2000 in each succeeding year until | 
the year 1867, when all further contributions would cease. | 

By the Corporation Water-Works Act, 1857, your committee are, in fact, required | 
to raise in each year, by means of the public and domestic rates thereby authorized | 
to be levied within the city, a sufficient sum to defray the costs, charges, and ex- 
penses of this department. In case the gas profits should, after the expiration of | 
the power given by the said Act, be wholly withdrawn, and an additional amount | 
equal to the deficiency which it is estimated will exist in 1862 have to be so raised, 
it would require an addition of ld. in the pound to the public rate, which would 
realize the sum of £4732. 17s. 1d. ; and an addition of 4d. in the pound to the 
domestic rate, which would realize the sum of £7929, 13s. 1d. : making together the 
sum of £12,662. 10s. 2d. 

Councillor Grsson seconded the motion. The water committee were in 
the hands of the council; they made a fair statement of what they wanted, 
and the council could please itself as to the source whence the required funds 
should come. A fair gas profit was reasonable, and could a portion of it be 
spent better than in relieving a town like Manchester in the expense of 
water? If the amount had to be raised by rates, the public would cry out. 

Councillor Rumney asked, if there ate A be time to raise the money by 
rates in the event of the appropriate clauses being rejected. 

The Town-CLerk: Undoubtedly. 

Councillor Curtis moved the following amendment :—“ That the report 
be received and entered on the minutes; but that, whilst fully recognizing 
the importance of keeping the public and domestic water-rates as low as pos- 
sible, this council is of opinion that, taking into account the reduction of the 
residue of the gas profits which will take place, the amount of the bond debt 
owing by the improvement committee, and the necessity of some portion of 
the gas profits being appropriated to the various townships, to enable such of 
them as are indebted to the improvement committee gradually to liquidate 
the same, it is not desirable to appropriate any of the gas profits in aid of the 
expenses of the water-works department after the year 1861.” 

Alderman Cuark believed this amendment to be quite out of order, if pro- 
posed without notice. 

The Town-CLERK ruled that the amendment was clearly in order. 

Mr. Curtis said it had been asked what was to be done with the gas pro- 
fits, if a moiety of them was not given in aid of the water-rates. It was now 
clear that, from inadvertence no doubt, that which ought to have been done 
had not been done in respect to those profits. The Act of 1844 provided that, 
after paying all incidental expenses, charges upon mortgages, &c., one- 
twentieth of the gas debt should be annually paid off, and also one-twentieth 
of the improvement debt ; the residue only being paid to the improvement 
committee. By the Act of 1851, one moiety of the residue, not of the profits, 
was to be paid to the water-works committee. ‘The first Act related to a sum 
of £100,000, and £5000 annually had been set aside as repayment; but 
until June last it appeared to have escaped notice that that was not the sum 
that ought to have been put aside, but that £10,000 a year should have been 
so dealt with, the improvement debt having been overlooked. The chairman 
of the committee (Alderman Simpson) agreed with him, that in future the 
Acts of Parliament must be strictly observed. He concluded (from various 
calculations stated) that there would be £50,000 of gas profits next year. 
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the improvement debt would be £2350; and one-twentieth of the gas mort- 
gage debt would be, in round numbers, £15,000; making a total of £32,350. 
Was the gas committee, as he held, bound to pay off the interest and part of 
the capital yearly of the bond debt of the improvement committee? If so, 
that debt being £120,000, the interest at 4 per cent. would be £5200, and 
one-twentieth of the total sum would be £6450; so that the charge against 
profits would be £44,000, leaving a surplus only of £6000. If one-twentieth 
of the gas mortgage debt was paid off yearly, the sum of £5000 that had been 
annually written off for depreciation might be discontinued, which would 
raise the profits to £11,000; and these would next year be increased by about 
£6000, seeing that the reduction in price, fully allowed for before, did not 
come into operation until the 25th of December. Mr. Curtis, at considerable 
length, enforced his views, that the water-works should be made to maintain 
themselves, and that, reductions being made from time to time in the price 
of gas, the surplus of profits resulting should be applied to improvements. 
Councillor HorsFraLt, in seconding the amendment, claimed that indul- 
gence from the council which was always granted to one who addressed them 
for the first time. Knowing the abhorrence of the council to long speeches, 
he would endeavour to be as brief as possible. (Hear.) The question was 
very important, whether they should continue to devote gas profits to the 
water expenses, He was decidedly of opinion that the time had arrived when 
this favouritism should cease, and that the necessary rate should be laid. 
Councillor Penny said he must claim the same courtesy as the last 
speaker. He promised to be brief. The deficient water revenue was mainly 
due to the larger outlay than was necessary for the wants of this generation ; 
but we had to be taxed for it. It would be still more unjust to tax the gas 
consumers. He suggested that the difficulty should be met by borrowing. 
The deficiency was rapidly lessening, and good management was undoing the 
harm caused by bad engineering. 

Alderman CLARK regretted that Mr. Curtis did not shorten his amendment 
so that it might be understood. He thought the appropriation had existed 
long enough. (Hear.) 

Councillor Brirrain said that, if the amendment was carried, a domestic 
rate of ls. would be needed next year, which would have to be considerably 
increased in the following year. Under that state of things, we might expect 
to find a Water Consumers’ Association quite as noisy and influential as the 
existing Gas Consumers’ Association. (‘‘ Hear, hear,’’ and laughter.) Al- 
most all the weight of the increased rate must fall upon the domestic con- 
sumers; the public rate—which was really a property-tax—(hear, hear)— 
could not safely be increased. It would be well to grant what was asked by 
the committee, especially seeing how things were likely to improve. The 
trade rental in 1851 was £8900 only ; but during the eight years it had in- 
creased to £32,000, through selling cheap, and the confidence that had resulted. 
Alderman Bennett said that if an improvement was made out of gas 
profits it benefited the property in that immediate locality; if a portion of 
those profits was devoted to the reduction of the water-rates, the value of 
any particular property was not doubled, but the value of property throughout 
the city was improved. (Hear, hear.) If the domestic rate was raised, as it 
must be, without help from the gas profits, people would be driven out of the 
city to where it was not compulsory that one should pay for water whether it 
was needed or not. He believed, with Mr. Curtis, that twenty years hence 
there would be very little of taxation in Manchester. The gaol would be 
paid for in eight or nine years; the markets were making an immense profit 
under the able management of Mr. Alderman Goadsby; and he believed 
really that in twenty years no water-rate would be needed. Then why 
should we pay everything? Let this generation have a slice at least of the 
good things that were certainly in store for the next. (Hear, hear.) 
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The interest on the gas mortgage debt would ‘be £13,000 ; one-twentieth of | 1 fAlderman Sir ELKANAH ARMITAGE thought that if three times £30,000 | 
| 


[Dec. 20, 1859. | 








in five years had been asked for, it would be considered cheap by those who 

properly appreciated the value of a good water supply. Itshould be remem- | 
bered, when the public rate was talked of, that it was fixed at 3d. in the || 
pound, and that £25,000 or £30,000 was lost by the reduction to 1d., which | | 


| Was made in opposition to the wishes of himself as chairman and Mr. Alder- 


man Pilling as deputy-chairman. (Hear, hear.) 
The members divided, when there were— }} 
For the amendment, 32: Aldermen Goadsby, Heywood, Clark, and Wil- 
lert; Messrs. Rumney, Fildes, Aspden, Nall, Adshead, King, Robinson, 
Bake, Green, W. H. Lamb, Grave, Horsfall, Ogden, Dyson, Woodward, War- | 
burton, Newton, Howard, Janion, A. Watkin, Penny, Hardy, Booth, Verte- 
gans, M‘Connel, Curtis, Royle, and Worthington. i| 
Against, 18: Aldermen Sir FE. Armitage, Watkins, Simpson, Bennett, ; | 
Slater, and Bowker; Messrs. Brittain, M‘Gill, Cottrell, E. Watkin, Groome, | | 
Crewdson, Ryder, Walker, Joseph Lamb, Ashmore, and Coates; and the 
mayor. 
The amendment was therefore carried. ij 
The improvement committee presented a report, showing their total liabili- || 











rice Current. 


ties to be £151,282. 10s. 9d., being £33,955 over the estimated assets. Two. 
of the items in the assets were—“‘Compensation for flood damages, £15,322. | 
2s. 3d.;”" and “Reconstruction of tunnel, &c., £12,257, 4s. 5d.;’’ both 
sums having been ‘advanced in pursuance of a resolution of the committee | 
for general purposes on account of the Hulme Street tunnel.” | 

On the motion of Councillor Brirrarn, the report was received. 

Gas Accounts. 1} 

The accounts of the gas committee for the year ending June 24 were || 
presented. | 

Alderman Simpson, in moving that they be received and entered, warmly | | 
eulogized the services rendered by Mr. John Shuttleworth, the late chairman. | | 
The accounts, he said, were in an altered form, for the purpose of facilitating | | 
comparison with the accounts of other establishments. He regarded the || 
committee as trustees for the ratepayers, whom they thus represented, while , 
the gas consumers did not represent the whole city; therefore it was the || 
duty of the committee, and it would be his earnest desire, to conduct the | 
works precisely as if the committee were the trustees of an independent body 
of shareholders. The consumers had a right to have gas at a fair market 
price, whether it involved profit or loss; but he could not agree that, under | 
any circumstances, gas should be distributed in Manchester at cost price. 

Councillor Curtis, in seconding the motion, said that the maximum profit 
ought not to exceed 10 per cent., to which public companies were limited; | 
but the reduction recently made would leave 11 6/10ths per cent. 

The report was received. 





RAYLEIGH, EssEx.—This town was successfully lighted with gas on the 
30th ult. The works are erected from the designs of Mr. Jabez Church, | | 
jun., and the contractors were Messrs. Paddon and Ford, of London. 

Gas Exprosion 1n WArRRINGTON.—On Sunday se’night, a fearful explo- | 
sion took place in Butter Market Street, causing a vast destruction of | 
pioperty, and producing most direful effects. Mr. Whitley's shop-front was 
blown out, and all the windows of his large warehouse broken also. The 
flames extended almost across the street, and soon it was seen that the pre- 
mises had taken fire. The fire-engines were sent for, and by their aid the 
fire was got under in halfan hour. The street, for 40 or 50 yards, presents 
the appearance of having been sacked; pieces are lying about, with other 
débris, and there is scarcely a window in any of the shops or dwellings left | 
whole. Four men have been injured by the explosion, but the extent of 
their injuries has not yet been ascertained. 





CASTINGS, PER Ton. 
Average Weight of Cast-Iron Gas- Pipes, per Yard. 















































Ijin. | 2in. | Qlin.] Sin. | 4in. | 5in. | Gin. | 7in. | 8in. | 9in. | 10in. | 12 in. 

16 21 28 |! 33 51 70 89 107 126 149 177° 208 lbs. 

| { | | | orkshire, 

Retail Prices are 5 to 10 per cent. | le | New- | w, , Derbyshire, 
igher. ‘eee memes castle: Wales. | states. 

: i$s. d.|$s. d./£8. d.|£ 5. d.| $8. a 
Pig Iron, No. 1 eecevscpcocccoce 3817 6/215 0;3 5 0;38 5 0; 310 0 
|S eanamaataaieaaags 2 7 00/6 00;6 5 0'610 0; 615 0 
24and3 ,, ” eoee} 610 0)'510 0'515 036 00} 6 50 
4 and5 ,, s --/6 00/5 00/5 5 01510 0] 515 0 
6 in. and upwards ,, ooo 615 0/415 0/5 0 0/5 5 0; 510 O 
Retorts, 1st fusion, hot blast....)5 10 0/410 0\/415 0'500'5 50 
» 2nd ,, cold, ....)610 0'5 5 0'510 0/6 00/|/6 50 
Tank Plates, § thick andabove... 6 0 0'5 00'5 5 0!'510 0: 510 0 

WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, 


Subject to 40 per cent. Discount. 





| 2in. |14 in. | 1} in. | lin. | Zin. | Jin. 


| 1 ' 

| 8 d.} 8s. d.j s. d.| s. d.| s. d.| 8. d. 
Patent Welded Tubes, from 2 to 12ft., perft.| 1 | 1 0}; 010 07 0 5,0 4} 
~ - a“ 6in.to18in.,each} 3 0! 2 0; 1 9} 1 3; 100 9 
Connecting-Pieces, or Long Screws....... 3 6; 2 3} 2 0} 1 6} 1 2'011 
Bends, Springs, and Elbows—wroughtiron: 3 9| 2 3/1 9/1 0, 010'0 8 
ZOCE, WICUNUL OF ORE 2 nccccccccoccccccce 40; 2 6; 2 0! 1 6:1 1:010 
Crosses, WFOU2 .)4 OF CASE... cc cccccctoces 4 6; 3 0} 2 6) 2 0} 161 2 
Ns 6.19 bdi0866500606d0nciccsces 17 6| 9 6| 7 6! 4 6| 3 3 26 
, gs, _, With brass plug ..............-/28 0/16 0/18 0! 7 0! 5 G6 4 6 
Diminishing Sockets, Caps, Plugs, and) 1 3} 0 9} 0 8.06 05 0 4 
eg J rrr [Nipples 1 01 0 8| 0 7! 0 5'040 38 
NOE Fh seasedscuvecevcedeaces 15 0/14 0/18 613 0:12 0 — 








| MANCHESTER.—Established 1827. 
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COALS, PER Ton. 


Newcastle.—Unscreened. 


“Scotch Cannel. | 
' 

















Whitwell Primrose ............ 6s. 3d. em *) — Sbectesetosess Sone. 
13 sley, Fig’ Moor, 2 irkness, best..... Leeececcceces 23 
sy > meni ce ee Capeldrae, Ist quality ...122521) 20.0 
DET csesbcccdesevcsccoccesss 6 9 L ” h - clk. Saceeneees 2 z 
| New Pelton, Peareth, South a a. ace 27 6 | 
Pelaw, Washington Hutton, FO ONS EET iA ies 22 9 | 
and South Peareth........... DO: Fe kn at 0 0 | 
Pelton .....seeeeeserserececees TD | Ba NOE sissies. cccccess 18 0 | 
Ramsay’s Newcastle Cannel.... 16 0 | Pirmie.........sseesesseceesees 15 0 |! 
SUNDRIES. 
Best Newcastle Fire-bricks ........ceeeeeeseeeeees per 1000 50s. 0d. 
Cliff’s Fire-bricks, at Wortley .......0.eeeeeeeeeee per 1000 57 6 
Ingham’s Fire-bricks, at Wortley...........+..++: 99 55 0 j 
Fire-clay Retorts .........cssseees- per foot run, is.6d.to 7 0 
Tough Cake Copper ,..per ton £112 0s. | Foreign Spelter....... per ton £21 100 
English Pig Lead....... 9 21 5 {English Block Tin.... 5, 138 00 
WelchBarlIron,inLondon ,, © IDOE Be oi ecsivcsesicese » 140 00 
Tarred ROMO WOER 6. ciccscccodiccccccsestoscocce per cwt. 26s. 0d. ! 
FREIGHTS. 
Coastwise—Newcastle.—Per Ton. Foreign.—Per Keel. 
Chatham & Rochester . . 7s. 3d. | Boulogne and Calais 
COPE os dicccccdboosss 9 6 DREN <obcscccceeses 
Dover.. 8 0 Bordeaux ......20+0. eee 
Dublin....... * 72 —eraeeeeene se 
Exeter Quay ....... 6 OD O | CeeRAGER occ cncccecccvccccee 
Folkestone ...... eoccces bebesbe 8 0 Dieppe .....sesceeeeececeeeees 
London (Pool) .......+...- Sdcce UGB PRMD oes tcsiccccicéscocosseees 
| Lowestoft & Yarmouth ......... 5 0 Hamburg ...ccccvccssccccssess 
| LOM .sscee covedeccces es ccccee ~_ TRUE 6.5 cdc trsccesevccorcceses 
Portsmouth ......... R4bsetuRas 8 6 TAGROER i ccccccececcocococess 24 00 
Plymouth .....cccccscecers mo oF Fo DE ndaoceddsctshonceseseode 17 00 
| Ramsgate .ecessssesees eocsecee 8 0 PTE cccccicesicceosscccs — 
Whitstable .ccscccccccccccccecs |.  ——— rte merrers — 
Trieste & Venice......... £27 to 29 06 


Weymouth ......ccccccccccevce _ 








COMPENSATING GAS-METER 


Is guaranteed correct within the meaning of the “Sale of Gas Act.” Manufactured only 
by WILLIAM COWAN, Buccleuch Street Works, EDINBURGH; and St. Mary’s Gate, 


| 


























pansihansanenarerennemastteaesions 


\lone of which answers the purpose of THREE ordi- 
|| paratus, while the Connecting-Pipes are also much 
designed to be heated by Tar alone, and with a total 


| formation, may be obtained on application as above. 1 No. 1, Greek Street, Soho, Nov. 17, 1859. 118, Fenchurch Street, Aug. 1, 1859, 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 


|| Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, | 
|| that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS | 


| supply the special requirements of certain consumers in low grounds during the day or night. 


sxe — ee SS 
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TO GAS & WATER COMPANIES, ENGINEERS | (AST IRON Retorts, Socket Pipes, | J OSEPH WILLCOCK'| 


ITTERS. Tube-Vi with Syphons and all requisite Connexions, Uamp Tao (late BARLOW and CO.), 
id i -V¥1ice Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, Valves,Street Lamps, | Mechanical and Architectural Draftsman, Designer, 
h SIDE s Registered and — Tubes Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pan , Charging «na | Serveyor, and Lithographer to Gas Engineers and (as 
olds all sizes s Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross | Apparatus Manufacturers, formerly Superintending | 























i d least possible pressure; we . | Apps 
with tne Sts it is not toliable to split or damage the | Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron Borings. Engineer at the largest Gas Apparatits Manufactory o1 | 
Tubes as the ordinary Vice, and considerably facili- PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBERS i t . ? syle 
tates the Workman, who may do almost double the erected complete, or the materialssupplied; withevery | Patent and Designs Office, 89, Chancery Lane, | | 
quantity of work. Also, " e description of goods in use by Gas-Works, in stock,on | LONDON, w.c. i} 

GARSIDE’S meg way —_ —— wholesale prices, at a 1 | 
CLIPS, for Drillin oles for Service-Pipes. ith . . ” 1] 
this instrument the perforation of Pipes for the attach- Mr. LYNCH WHITE'S, ROBERT MACLAREN and Co., 1] 
ment of smaller Tubes can be effected with great ease Qld Barge Iron Wharf, Upper Ground Street, EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGUW, | 
and precision. Likewise, LONDON. | Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-lron Main Pipes, by 

HEAP’S REGISTERED GAS TONGS, most highly | an lanpooved gum. General lronfounders, Gas En- 

roved of as vastly superior to those in present use. | gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. | 
Stacks, Taps, and Dies, together with all tools con- | METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WORKS. | — cabalinieeiai 
nected with Gas Engineering. ; MAIN DRAINAGE OF METROPOLIS. 

For Drawings, Testimonials, and prices, apply to the SOUTHERN OUTFALL TUNNEL SEWER ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
Maker, 8. GARSIDE, Stamford St., ASHTON-UNDER- ¥ — setinameniien “d THROCKLEY 
LIMB. __ shia aiadl O Builders and Contractors ex- ° 

aes “e 4 in T , T ? ; NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 

PATENT FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING perienced in Tunnel Works. The Metropolitan ’ 

VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER HOSE-PIPES Board of Works iy give notice, that they will | MANUFACTURERS or EVERY DESCRIPTION o: 

WASHERS, YKIN P MEET in the Council Chamber, Guildha!l, in the City : é 
| WASHERS, PACKING, &e. aoe tne GOLIDAY. the Gi’ day of January, 1860, | FIRE BRICKS, CLAY RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES, 
AMES LYNE HANCOCK begs tO | at TWELVE o'clock at Noon precisely, and will then &e. &e. 
announce a considerable REDUCTION in PRICE be prepared oat aa aeolian way Rites Maen 
is PATENT VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER | willing to CONTRACT for the CONST TION ofa ek EE 
TUBING. MAIN BRICK SEWER, 7 miles 2240 feet in length, | 76, KING WILLIAM STREET, CITY, 


VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER AIR-TIGHT | or thereabouts (5000 feet of thislength being in tunnel), | A large stock of Fire-Clay Goods always on hand in 
BAGS, any size, for Gas Mains, with flexibletubes | and for the execution of other works in connexion | London, at the lowest wharf prices, at Messrs. 
attached, and fitted with stop-cocks complete. therewith ; such Sewer to extend from a point in Erith | Curistie & Co.’s Wharf,64, Bankside, SourHwank. 
Manufactory and Warehouse, No. 6, Goswell Road, | Marshes, opposite Dagenham Breach, iu the county of | et ae Pe sti 2 
| 


Lonpon (E.C.). Kent, to Woolwich, and through and under Wooiwich = ss ae : y 
to Norman’s Road, otherwise North Pole Lane, Greene | GAS PURIFY = +, P. IVIFIABLE OXIDE 
| ° MANGANESE. 


E ANDERS iN Ga and wich, in the same county. 

(fEORGE ANDI RSON, f . Parties desirous of submitting Tenders may, upon R. LAMING (Inventor of the 

104, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON (E.C.) payment of £3, obtain Plans, Sections, Specification, Revivified Oxide of Iron Purification) begs to 
, .C.). 


Form of Tender, and other particulars, on application — inform Gas Engineers that they may now supersede the 
DIRECT-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, to J. W. BazaGettE, Engineer of the Board, at the | material in general use by A REVIVIFIABLE OXIDE 
supplied either with or without Steam-Engines and 


Office of the Board, between the hours of Nine a.m. | Oi MANGANESE of his preparing, which in efficacy 
Boilers. 


and Four p.m. is at least equal, and in economy superior, to Oxide of 
FOUR-WAY DIAPHRAGM VALVES, 








Tenders, addressed to the Metropolitan Board of _ Iron. Owing to the greater chemical activity of Man- 
Works, must be delivered at the Office of the Board, | $8¥¢Se,common dry-lime purifiers of ordinary capacity 
No 1, Greek Street, Sono, before Four o’clock p.m,,on | Will often be amply sufficient for it, though they may 
Thursday, the 5th day of January, 1860, and no Lender be too small for the Oxide of Lron material. 
will be received after that hour. For Gas-Works possessing steam power, more 


Ba especially such as are exposed to public complaint, 
: _— Board - a es Sonate ° — ~ Mr, Laming recommends the purification to be done | 
ed or ve | a aill A nd the r yw ey ender | either wholly or in part (depending on extent of appa- 
shall be accepted will be required to provide two ap= | ;atus) in out-of-doors scrubbers, hermetically sealed 
proved sureties for the due performance of the works. ; x 


by means of his liquid process, which is both economical 
E. H. Woo-rycu, Clerk of the Board, and meets all practical requirements. 4 


nary Valves, as applied to Purifiers, or in shutting off 
and passing Station-Meters, Governors, or other ap- 





simplified. 
RETORT SETTINGS, 


absence of Smoke. 
Illustrated circulars, giving references and every in- 


F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingham—Established 1807, 


MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS || 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. | 
| 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


CITY ROAD, LONDON, 


in general use in Gas and Water Works, including , 
best cold-blast Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes 
of all sizes, Rends, Branches, Syphons, Lamp Columns | 
of various patterns, &c. 

N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 


ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £1 upwards 


(Made from ‘‘ ReGistzRED’’ DesIGNs), with GLAss BRANCHES, &Ke.; suitable | 
for DRAWING-ROOMS and BALL-RooMs. The more extensive use of Gas 11 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLer to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices, Purchasers can select frou 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 

‘THBATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LiguTgD By EsTIMatTse 
ON THE LOwWEstT TERMS. 


CHARLES HORSLEY, Agent. | 
C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- 
tilation of public buildings, &c. ; also civi] engineering 
in general, 











PATENT SELF-ADJUSTING & COMPENSATING GAS-METERS 
CANNOT BE OVER OR UNDERCHARGED WITH WATER, 


and they consequently register the quantity of Gas consumed with greater accuracy than Meters in which the Water-Line is variable. 
MANUFACTURED BY 


CROSLEY & CQ., 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
103, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON. 


N.B. The Patent Self-Adjusting and Compensating Apparatus may be applied to the ordinary Meter. 
Manufacturers of LOWE’S PATENT MOTIVE-POWER METER, for situations where there is an inadequacy of pressure to 


Also, Manufacturers of EXPERIMENT METERS, GASHOLDERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, 
|| &e. &e., similar to those used by Mr. King, of Liverpool. 





| C. and Co. are the only house in the trade which has for years manufactured Meters 
‘according to the standard measure set forth in the 2nd Section of the “Sale of Gas 
|Act,” and which also comply with the rules laid down in the Section for testing 
‘meters. Purchasers of C. and Co.’s Meters may therefore be secured against any addi-), 
tional expenses being incurred in order to adapt their Meters to the requirements 
lof the new Act. 
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EDWARD COCKEY & SONS 
4A. PATENT GAS VALVES. 


TuxsE Valves are formed of two cast-iron cylinders, with seg- 
mental divisions, having faces ground gas-tight, the upper 
cylinder turning horizontally on the lower one. 





The lower cylinder has pipes from each division communi- 
cating with the vessels to and from which gas is to be passed. 
The upper cylinder has corresponding divisions, so arranged 
as to direct the passage of gas to the different segmental 
divisions in the lower part, and when it is turned on the face 
of the lower one to alter the flow of gas from one vessel to 

Fig. 3. another. 

Fig. 3 represents an arrangement for four purifiers, in which, by turning the upper cylinder, Fig. 4, the Gas is! 
directed through three purifiers, and either one in rotation left out for cleaning. | 
A slight variation of this arrangement adapts the Valve to three purifiers, passing the Gas through two of them, and). 
having each one in rotation out of use. 
Another arrangement is just completed for two purifiers, by which the Gas may be directed through both purifiers together, |. 
entering either first, or through either purifier separately. The advantages of this arrangement will be too manifest to} 
Gas Manufacturers to need comment. 

The Valves are manufactured by the Patentees at their 
IRON WORKS, FROME SELWOOD. 
The following Testimonial has been received from an eminent Engineer :— | 


Gaslight and Coke Company's Office, Cheltenham, Jan. 17, 1859, | 











Messrs. Cockey and Sons, Frome. ; 
Gentlemen,—The Patent Purifier Centre Valve which I had fixed instead of the common hydraulic valve for one of our sets of purifiers with | 
9-inch connexions, I am happy to say continues to afford satisfaction beth to myself and to the workmen who have the charge of it. 


I am, Gentlemen, yours truly, W. Esson, 


EDWARD COCKEY AND SONS 


ALSO MANUFACTURE 


|PURIFIERS, SCRUBBERS, CONDENSERS, anp OTHER IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


HAVING PATTERNS SUITABLE FOR GAS-WORKS OF DIFFERENT SIZES. 








N. D E EF R I E S, PATENT DRY METER. 
CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, He = : 
inventor and Patentee 


OF 


WET GASMETERS, 


WITH SELF-ADJUSTING WATER-LINE ; 


DRY METERS, 


GAS-HEATING BATHS, OVENS, STOVES, KK 
GAS FIRES with INDESTRUCTIBLE FUEL, RSS. 
§e., Fe. eae 

FACTORY: DIANA PLACE, FITZROY SQUARE. OFFICE: 406, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON, | 
Eight Doors from Factory. | 





PATENT WET METER. 













































































,_ Attempts having been made to construct Self-Supplying Apparatus to Wet Gas-Meters upon the Bird Fountain principle,—which, although un- 
erring to supply water in the open atmosphere, has not wholly succeeded so as to be relied upon when enclosed ina Gas-tight Meter Case,—N. Dernries | 
begs leave most respectfully to acquaint Gas Companies, and the Public in general, that he has constructed his PATENT WET GAS-METER upon | 
a method entirely different, being founded on the well-known principle of the self-acting supply of the Oil Lamp, which has never been applied for the 
adjustment of the Meter Water-Line before, and which, by the admission of external air to a chamber sealed from Gas, will never fail to faithfully || 
perform its required function, They are of the very best materials and workmanship, will stand more pressure than is required as the test for sound- 
ness by the New Act, are guaranteed to prevent surreptitious burning without detection, and will be kept in repair free of charge for seven years, 

| 
N. DEFRIES’S CELEBRATED DRY METERS, | 
of which more than 80,000 are in use in Palaces, Churches, Chapels, Royal Dockyards, Club Houses, Public Offices, and other Buildings throughout 
the Empire and Continent, which have done so much in checking surreptitious burning, and simplified the fitting up of Gas. 1 
_ To remove any doubt of accuracy of measurement his Meter for 1500 lights, in use upwards of ten years at the Royal Italian Opera, until that || 
Building was destroyed by Fire, was long afterwards dug out of the burnt ruins, then tested by the Chartered Gas Company in the presence of George | 
Lowe, Esq., F.R.S., and other Chief Officers, and found inflexibly correct. Also, on the 9th of June, 1858, at the Western Gas-Works, his Meter for 
150 lights, after considerable use, was doubted, and subjected to the most variable tests—from the full lighting to a single Jet—and in each case, as in 
other instances, accuracy was finely indicated. 
As to durability, his two large Meters at the Thames Tunnel have been in use night and day for upwards of twelve years—one continuation of || 
dark hours—subjected to the wear and tear of seventy-five years as compared with the ordinary business hours of using Gas above ground. 


LORD REDESDALE’S SALE OF GAS BILL. 
All Meters constructed by N. DEFRIES are guaranteed to pass the Provisions of the Standard. | 


No alteration has been necessary in the Meters he continues to supply to the Chartered, Imperial, City of London, Equitable, and other large|| 
Companies, his accustomed range of 1 per cent. over and under meeting all the desired requirements; whereas, by the New Act, a greater departure 
from accuracy—viz., 2 per cent. fast to 3 per cent. slow—is permitted, 
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KiNson FI FIRE BRICKS are inde- 
structible by heat, and are warranted to last 
twice as long as Stourbridge, Newcastle, or Welsh 
bricks. 80s. per 1000 at Nine Elms Station. 

Works: Pootr, Dorset. 





‘William RYDER, General 


MINERAL anp METAL AGENT anp 
MERCHANT, 4, DEAN STREET, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
is prepared to supply Gas and Water Companies with 
Apparatus and Appliances of every description, in- 
cluding Cast and Wrought Iron Goods, Coals, Fire- 

Bricks, Retorts, &c. &c. 
Any communications addressed to him as above shall 
have prompt attention. 





THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 
PHILLIPS,| 


J GLirrs Fire Bricks, Clay | 
‘ | 


RETORTS, &e. 
| 


MBENEWDON. . 
” CENT 
WHARE WS C0008 SIN = 
LONDON & 


Orders for London and South of England to be ad- | 
dressed to Mr. NewTon, Agent for the District, 16, 
Castle Terrace, New Hampstead Road, KENTISH 
Town, N. 

N.B.—A few Retorts of each size, and alarge stock 
ot Bricks and Lumps, always on hand at the above | 
Wharf, 











701 
HOMAS 


55, SKINNER STREET, SNOW HILL, 
Patentee and Manufacturer of all kinds of Cooking | 


Apparatus, Baths, Conservatory Boilers, &c., for Gas. | | 


Gas Stoves from lé6s.; 


Cooking Apparatus ‘from £1. 
Every article warranted. 


N.B.—Public and Private Establishments fitted by) 


Gas 01 or Hot Water. 


TO GAS COMPANIES. 
ENJAMIWN 
GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
UPPER BRISTOL ROAD, BATH. 
Gas-Works taken on Lease, Gas- Works Erected, Plans 





K IT f,| 


and Specifications given for any Apparatus connected | | 


with Gas Making and Gas Distributing on the most | 
modern improved scale. 





WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO., 
(SUCCESSORS TO THE LATE SAMUEL CROSLEY,) 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY -ROAD, LONDON, E.C., 

PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 


GAS-METERS, GOVERNORS, AND OTHER APPARATUS; 





ALSO, 


METERS FOR MEASURING WATER, &c., &c. 


IMPROVED LOW-SPOUTED GAS-METERS, 


Which completely meet the requirements of Lord Redesdale’s Sale of Gas Act, and are as simple in their construction, satis- 
factory in working, and as low in price as the well-known Meters which have been made by W. P. and Co., and their prede- 
cessor, Mr. Samuel Crosley, during the last forty years, and of which there are about 300,000 now in use, 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS 
Of all Sizes, of the best Construction, Materials, and Workmanship, supplied on the shortest notice. 





There are about 300 Station-Meters at work of their manufacture, of sizes varying from 750 to 60,000 cubic feet per hour, 
of which the following are some of the principal ones, recently supplied by them to London Gas Companies, viz. :— 


2 for 60,000 cubic feet per hour each to the Chartered Gaslight and Coke Company, Westminster ; 


1 ,, 40,000 ‘ oe Chartered Gaslight and Coke Company, Brick Lane ; 
2 ,, 60,000 - = London Gaslight Company, Vauxhall ; 

1 ,, 60,000 - oo Commercial Gas Company, Stepney ; 

1 ,, 40,000 ~ ‘ve Equitable Gas Company, Pimlico ; 

1 ,, 40,000 ws - Pheenix Gaslight Company, Greenwich, 


Sc. &c. &e. 

And they have also supplied large Station-Meters to the Gas Companies at Birmingham, Nottingham, Sheffield, Southampton, 
Leeds, Newport, Glasgow, Manchester, Dublin, Cork, and all the principal towns in the United Kingdom, as well as many on 
the Continent, &c., &c. 


Their Station Gas-Governors have been adopted by most of the above-named Companies, and have given universal 


“set” PRESSURE REGISTERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, PHOTOMETERS, 

Minute Clocks, Consumers’ Gas-Governors, Pressure-Gauges, 
STANDARD EXPERIMENTAL GASHOLDERS FOR PROVING METERS, &c. 

GEORGE LOWE’S PATENT NAPHTHA BOXES AND MOTIVE-POWER METERS, 


WITH MACHINERY FOR WEIGHTS TO ASSIST THE SUPPLY OF GAS WHERE THE PRESSURE IS LOW. 
SPECS: ( GRAVITY APPRRATUS, Bae GAUGES, te. 


a PATENT DRY GAS.- METERS, 


Of which upwards of 24,000 are at present in use, having gained for themselves an unparalleled 
patronage from all the principal Gas Companies and Consumers, on account of their unerring registra- 
tion and the superior workmanship and materials used in their construction, enables the Patentee to 
sell them now at competitive prices with those of other makers. 

Every description of Improved Wet or Patent Dry Meters and Gas Apparatus manufactured by 


JOSEPH BOULTON, 
28, BAGNIGGE WELLS ROAD, CLERKENWELL. 
All Meters warranted to comply with the requirements of Lord Redesdale’s ‘Sale of Gas Act.” 
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( HARLES BOTTEN and SON, 
ENGINEERS & METER-MAKERS, 
CRAWFORD PASSAGE, RAY STREET, 


CLERKENWELL, LONDON (E.C.). 


Mz snufacturers of Station and Patent Protector Con- 
sumers’ Meters, Patent Slide-Valves, Gas-Fittings, 
Pipes, &c. 

Also, High-pressure Cocks, Hydrants, Closets, and 
all Water-Fittings. 


West and GREGSON, Gas-Meter 
MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION STREET, OLDHAM. 

Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
vere Slide Valves, &c. &c. 

V. and G. would respectfully call the attention of 
Gas E g and M 8 to their Station-meters, 
having made and erected the largest in use at the 
present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
respective Engineers. 























SHEEN, Gas and Railway 

e Lantern Maker, 904, Holborn Hill, begs to 

inform Managers of Gas-Works, &c., that “she con- 

tinues to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable 
terms, and keep them in repair by the year. 





IGHTON MOOR GAS COALS.— | 


Parties wishing to be supplied with these first- 


class Gas Coals will please to apply to Mr. MATTHEW | 


NEsBIT, EIGHTON Moor OFFick, NEWCASTLE-UPON- 
Tyne. These coals are well known as among the 


richest in gas,and working the roundest on the River | 


Tyne. They are extensively used by metropolitan gas 
works. 


ROUGHT-IRON Guides for Gas- 


HOLDERS, when Trussed upon scientific 





| 
| 
| 


principles, are more capable of resisting strains, in | 


every direction, than Cast Columns ofany form can be; 
and weigh only one-fifth as much as the latter. 
Designs and Working Drawings for Guides and Ties 
can be obtained of the Inventor, CHARLES D1xoNn, 
C.E., Chichester, Sussex. 


ESTABLISHED 1836. 


| 


| ALPES PENNY, Engineer, 
WENLOCK IRON WORKS, | 
WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, , LONDON. 
Mr. Penny begs to inform } me and Water Compa- || 
nies that he undertakes the erection of new, or the || 
alteration of existing, works; and that he may be con-| | 
sulted generally on all matters connected with gas and 
water supply. He is also prepared to supply best Cold- | | 
blast Retorts, Socket-Pipes, and Connections, Iron 
Borings, &c. &c., and all the necessary Castings used | | 
in Gas and W ater-Works. 
*,* Country orders executed with care and despatch. 








| JoEX ROGERSON and CO. } 


HEWCASSLE-OS-2iES & MIDDLESBRO*- | 
-T ° 

Wrought and Cast Iron Pipes, Cast-Iron Retorts, and | 
all kinds of Foundry Work necessary for Gas-Works. | 
Fire-Bricks and Clay Retorts. Gas Coals of sed 
description. Pig, Bar, and Plate Iron. 

LoNDON HovusE: 
12, ROYAL EXCHANGE BUILDINGS. 





PATENT DRY AND WET GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 


| 
JAMES MEACOCK, | 
7, SNOW HILL, AND 16, WEST STREET, LONDON. | 


JAMES MEACOCK begs to thank Gas Companies and the Trade generally for the very 
liberal support awarded him in his Patent Dry Gas-Meter; his Improvement in connecting the 
Diaphragm between Metal Rings, cemented and screwed to the Tin Frames, being pronounced | 
by Gas Engineers to be the most perfect improvement to the Dry Meter since its introduction. 


J. M. invites attention to his Improvements in EXPERIMENTAL WET GAS-METERS, by 
which he renders impossible any Leakage from the Stuffing-Box. 


i! 


‘These METERS are GUARANTEED to meet all the REQUIREMENTS 


& 
of the SALE OF GAS ACT. 


| GOVERNORS, STATION-METERS. PHOTOMETERS, 


EXPERIMENTAL TESTING GASHOLDERS, 


HIGH-PRESSURE GAUGES 





' 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| REGISTERING PRESSURE GAUGE, Net Price, £8. 
| 

| 

| 

} 

| 


BISULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, £2. 2s. 


INVENTED BY LEWIS THOMPSON, Esg@., M.R.C.S, 


STATION METERS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, &c. 

LORD REDESDALE’S “SALE OF GAS BILL” having received the sanction of the Legislature, Gas Companies | 
and Consumers are respectfully informed that ALL Meters made at this Establishment are constructed most care- | 
fully to meet the requirements of this Act. 
WRIGHT'S COMPENSATING METER possesses peculiar claims on the attention of those who desire to obtain a | 
most simple and thoroughly efficient instrument at a moderate price. 


| AND ALL APPARATUS IN USE AT THE GAS MANUFACTORY. 
| 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER OF GAS-METERS, GOVERNORS, AND EVERY 
55, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER. 
CONSUMERS’ METERS at the List Price, with a Liberal Discount to Wholesale Purchasers. 
THOMPSON’S BROMINE TEST, £1. 1s.—Bromrne, 3s. per Ounce, 


DESCRIPTION OF GAS APPARATUS, 


APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING THE HEATING POWER OF SAMPLES OF COAL AND OTHER DESCRIPTIONS OF FUEL, £6. 5s., 


Glass Shade, 10s. extra. 


} 





ANNEL and COAL of the best de- 
scriptions for making GAS and COKE 

| (As per Analyses.) 

j GAS CANNEL, 1is., 15s. 6d., and 14s. per ton. 

GAS COAL, lls. 6d., 9s. 6d., and 8s. 6d. per ton. 

i STEAM COAL, 10s., 9s. 6d., and 9s. per ton. 

| All free on board Vessels in Liverpool. 

| Handpicked Cannel and Coal about 10 per cent. 

|; additional. Concession in prices made for large 

|| quantities. 

GAS APPARATUS of all descriptions, and on the 
most approved principles; also Purifying and other 
wos supplied. 

NALYSES, PLANS, and ESTIMATES, and other 
snformotion required, and the highest references fur- 
nished on application. 

CONTRACTS for Materials and Works entered into. 

No charge made for Superintending Shipments, Pre- 
paring Bills of Lading, or passing Entries. 


EMANUEL TURNER and CO., 
ExPrortT OFFICES: 
34, CASTLE STREET, LIVERPOOL. 











NO CHIMNEY WANTED FOR 


RICKETS’S PATENT CALORIFERE. 


| 


GAS STOVES, 


Made of sheet-iron, suitable for heating small Counting-houses, Bed-rooms, Cellars, | | 


IN CHURCHES, HALLS, OR SHOPS; 


And for Conservatories, or any close apartment, a pipe can be attached to 
convey away the burnt air. 


RICKETS’S CHEAP,GAS STOVE, 


Price £1. 15s., 


Ge. Fc. 





AGAR STREET, STRAND, LONDON. 
Liberal Discount to Gas Companies, Builders, and the Trade. 


MANUFACTORY, 


| 
| 
| 
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ESTABLISHED IN 1795. 


JOSEPH CLIFF, 


| WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. | | 








| THESE RETORTS are unrivalled in excellence, being the BEST FINISHRD INTERNALLY, and THE MOST CORRECT IN FORM, of any in the Kingdom, From the peculiar | , 
| | composition used in working up the face of the material, they are rendered unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROM SURFACE CRACKS, thus, in a great measure, preventing 
leakage and the adhesion of carbon to their interior surface 


To meet the yearly increasing demand of UPWARDS OF THIRTY SEASONS and to carry out the late improvements in the facture, the P: ises have been 
re-erected and much enlarged, and Engineers may rely WITH CONFIDRNCE on their orders being completed with a greater regard to despatch than by any other House, | 
THE WORKS ARE WELL SITUATED — 
| LONDON, LIVERPOOL, 

For EXPORT from the Ports of HULL, MIDDLESBRO’, 
HARTLEPOOL, and STOCKTON. 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, GUARDS, TILES, AND CLAY OF THE SAME QUALITY. 


M. B, NEWTON, London Agent, No. 4, Wharf, King’s Cross Goods Station. 
PpADDON and FORD respectfully BRYAN DONKIN & CO. 


invite the attention of Gas Companies and Ma- 
keep always on stock their 


nagers to their PATENT STREET LAMP REGU- 
LATOR, which ensures any required consumption. 
IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
from 2 inches to 18 inches, price lls. 6d, to 13s, 6d. per inch diameter 


By its use a great saving is effected, and the item of 
“ Unaccounted-for Gas” considerably decreased. 

List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 27 inches, to be | | 
had on application. 


ADDON and FORD, Patent 
These Valves are all proved to 30 Ibs. on the square inch before leaving 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| GAS-METER AND APPARATUS WORKS, 
GRAY’S-INN-ROAD, LONDON, 
| the works. 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO.,, 
ENGINEERS, 


Manufacturers of WetTand Diy GAs METERS, STATION 
NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. | 



































1] 
| 


















|| MeTers, GoveRNOKS, EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS, 
LANTERNS, &c. &c. 

Contractors for the erection or alteration of Gas- 
Works; and every description of Apparatus required | 
|| in Gas-Works supplied. 












GEORGE CUTLER, Gasholder BIzTLEY [RON WORKS, 
MAKER, 


CHESTER-LE-STREET, 


FARRIS and PEARSON | 





















PROPRIBTORS OF | 
No. 8, WENLOCK-RoAD, Crty-RoaD, LONDON. DURHAM. | BEST GCLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY. || 
Srapeete a, Se, See cen —— Manufactory tos every description of Casting and | MANUFACTURERS OF | 
|| and all descriptions of Gas aratus executed on the inery for Gas Works an b i| 
|| most Sentenulibe terms. sehen ne Slide Valves, Steam, Fey London for eabteun Pines tot Con- | FIRE BRICKS GAS RETORTS &C, | 
and Range Boilers, and Smiths’ Work, of the best | nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, AMBLECOTE FIRE CLAY AND Brick Works, 
|| materials and workmanship. Bankside, Southwark. STOURBRIDGE. 











| 
Late in the occupation of I, and W’. King. i] 


| Office in London, Mr. E, M. Perkins, 78, Lombard ‘ 4 
Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 


ILLIAM CLIBRAN’S Patent | **°* 


MERCURIAL GAS-GOVERNOR FOR 














| STREET LAMPS, - . 
|| W.C, begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas BE ST AND CHE A PEST SLUIC E-CO ck | 
|| Companies to his PATENT GAS-GOVERNOR for : ry 





STREET LAMPS, upwards of 3000 of which are now in 
use on Public Lamps. By their use any given quantity 
of Gas per hour may be consumed with the tap full 
open whatever the increase of pressure may be, thus 
preventing a great waste of Gas in many of the Lamps, 
|| and securing to the public an uniform light. Prices, 
3s. 4d., 3s. 6d., and 3s. 8d. each. 


























Governors kept in stock from three-eighths of an incy 
to four inches bore. 

Samples and Testi ials forwarded on application 
to WILLIAM CLIBRAN, 43, Todd Street, MANCHESTER 


ENJAMIN GIBBONS, Jun, 


DEEPDALE FIRE-CLAY & BRICK WORKS, Hi) 
Near DUDLEY, ‘ih 


Manufacturer of every description of Fire-Bricks, ‘ # —/ 
—ee Covers, &c., to any size B R Oo Ww N A WN D M A Y S P A T E N ig 


PIRE-CLAY RETORTS, Above 3-inch diameter, price 10s. per inch. Brass face, 6d. per inch extra. | | 

























TO MODEL OR DRAWING. 




















2.0: tees to cell an atentinet Gannon Can be taken to pieces without being removed from the line of Piping. | 
. G. begs to cal e atten | 
his Fire-Clay Retorts, — — a — bang great N ° R T H Ww I LT Ss F ° U N D R Y; D EV I Zz E s. } 
satisfaction in some of the largest Gas-Works in the 
Metropolis and many Provincial Towns in England, Wholesale Agents, Messrs. S. and E. RANSOME, 31, Essex Street, Strand, E.C., | 
fad References given, if required. Where a Sample may be seen. __ 
| 





WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 








W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 

| RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY, 

' beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS and’ the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 

The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 


Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
| GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
| London Agents: CHADWICK and AKEROYD, Willington Stone Wharf, Regent's Park Basin. | 
|| & large stock of Pire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO.—|| 
| Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Eazport orders continue to have prompt attention. 
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GAS ENGINEER, anv MANUFACTURER or GENERAL Gas APPARATUS. 
DRY GAS-METERS, COMPENSATING and WATER-BOX WATER-METERS, to suit the new Gas Act. 
STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, AND PHOTOMETERS. 


STREET.LAMP. GOVERNORS, fitted with CASED LAVA BURNERS, | 


Complete, ready for use, regulated to burn any required quantity, which will not be exceeded under any pressure. ‘The well-known propérty | | 
of Lava Burners to remain uninjured by the action of heat, corrosion, water, &c., show them to be'the*most suitable and serviceable for 


Public and Private Lighting. 








GAS-METER and APPARATUS WORKS: WESTMINSTER. 


cH SALE OF GAS ACT. 
MESSRS. CROLL, RAIT, AND CO., 


Manufacturers of Croll’s Patent Improved 


DRY GAS-METER. 


biling siliensi that siovtanl Gas Companies are under the impression that Dry Meters will not be allowed by the above Act, beg 
to say that such is not the case, inasmuch as the Act embraces “every kind of machine used for measuring gas,” and provides 











for the testing of the same, in its 13th clause. 

Speaking for themselves, and of the Meters manufactured by them, C., R., and Co. have the gratification of knowing that 
not one single-Meter. out.of the large number they have sold, will, when tested by an Inspector, be rejected; and, consequently, || 
that neither Gas Companies nor Consumers who have these Meters in use will bé put to one farthing expense for alterations. 


C., R.; and Co. always adopted the unit of measure provided for by the 2nd elause of the Act, and have never allowed || 
themselves a greater latitude than 1 per cent. either fast or slow, and’they intend to adhere to these limits, notwithstanding, that 
the Act allows 2 percent. fast.and 3:per ‘cent. slow. 

C., R., and Go.’s. Meters register most correctly. all the gas. passed through them, whether it be the smallest quantity or | 
the full complement for which the Meters are made; and they are prepared to give written guarantees to Purchasers that the| 
Meters shall, when tested by an Inspector on his appointment under the Act, be approved of by him as correct. In the eveut of such’, 
not being the case, the Purchaser to be entitled to return the Meters to C., R., and Co., and claim macs them their cost, together | 
with any expenses incurred by their rejection. 
Further, C., R., and Co, undertake, during a period of five years from the date of purchase, to put into good order, free of || 
charge to the Purchaser, any Meters of their manufacture which may become defective. 





CROLL, RAIT, AND CO., 
DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
aan BRIDGE, KINGSLAND ROAD, N.E., 


are prepared to supply 


STANDARD CUBIC; FOOT: MEASURES, 
of the Capacity required by the 2nd Clause of the Act, | 


as well as Gasholders correctly graduated thereby. | 
STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, PRESSURE-REGISTERS, AND OTHER GAS APPARATUS SUPPLIED. 


Particulars given upon — 











D. ‘HULETT and 0., 55 ‘and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, ; LON DON, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade genefally to ‘cir Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship,-and Simplicity of Construction, and the oily Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS ; 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION IETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED .FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE, BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
’ for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—60s. net. 
Fe Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and: Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church: and‘Mann's Photometer.. . 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 19s. 


——— 
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